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The  Old  Milldam  at  Drinkwater  (Nanumackeuitt) 

Site  of  Cornet  Stetson's  Mill  in  1673. 
'The  sawmill  of  Robert  Stetson  Senr.    Standing  or  being  att  or  neare  a  river  called  Indian  head 

river."     (Plym.  Col.  Rec.  B.  5,  P.  245.) 
'The  sawmill  of  Cornett  Robert  Studson  which  standeth  in  Plymouth  Collonie  near  Scittuate," 
(Plym,  Col.  Court  Records  1674)  see  page  39. 
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REPORT   OF  ANNUAL   MEETINGS 

The  Tenth  Annual  Reunion  of  the  Stetson  Kindred  was  held  at 
the  Shrine  in  Norwell,  August  15th,  1914. 

At  the  business  meeting,  the  officers  of  the  previous  year  were 
all  reelected  and  one  hundred  and  ten  of  the  Kindred  accepted  the 
president's  invitation  to  dinner.  After  dinner  President  Stetson 
addressed  the  meeting,  but  unfortunately  no  report  of  the  address 
was  preserved.  In  closing  he  proposed  a  toast  to  ' 'Hannah,  the 
Cornet's  wife  and  Mother  of  us  all." 

A  letter  from  Senator  Jpsiah  T.  Newcomb  of  N.  Y.,  was  read, 
stating  that  owing  to  business  conditions  caused  by  the  great  war 
it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  be  present  and  address  the  Kindred 
as  had  been  arranged.  The  speakers  were  Mr.  George  R. 
Stetson  of  New  Bedford,  Rev.  Ernest  Thomas,  "Uncle  Daniel" 
Stetson  from  Paoli,  Penn.,  Hon.  Daniel  E.  Damon  and  Hon.  A.  W. 
Perry.     The  Puritan  Male  Quartette  sang  often  during  the  exercises. 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Reunion  of  the  Stetson  Kindred  was  held 
at  the  Shrine,  August  21st,  1915. 

If  the  carriage  ride  from  the  station  over  the  old  Stetson  road 
and  down  the  crooked  lane  through  the  woods  to  the  river,  was  a 
trifie  jolty,  and  the  vehicles  somewhat  antiquated,  we  were  consoled 
by  the  thought  that  the  Cornet,  and  Honor  and  all  the  children 
had  often  followed  this  same  winding  path  more  than  250  years  ago. 
At  the  business  meeting,  President  Francis  Lynde  Stetson  was 
again  chosen  to  fill  this  office,  but  declining  to  serve,  an  arrange- 
ment was  at  length  made  and  accepted  by  the  Kindred,  whereby 
the  president  and  vice-president  exchanged  places  and  the  list 
of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  as  follows: 

President 
John  B.  Stetson,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia 

Vice  President 
Francis  Lynde  Stetson  of  N.  Y.  City 

Secretary  and  Treasurer 
Nelson  M.  Stetson  of  Abington,  Mass. 

Executive  Committee 
Joshua  Stetson  Gray  of  Rockland,  Mass. 
Susey  A.  Smith  of  Kingston,  Mass. 
Nelson  M.  Stetson  of  Abington,  Mass. 
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JOHN  ALPHEUS   STETSON 


of  Boston.     A  new  Director. 

Mr.  Stetson  is  the  eighth  generation  from  the  Cornet  via  Sergeant  Samuel.  Six  generations 
of  Mr.  Stetson's  ancestors  lived  on  a  portion  of  the  Cornet's  original  farm.  Nearly  a  century  ago 
his  grandfather  moved  from  Scituate  to  Boston  and  established  what  is  now  the  Stetson  Coal 
Company,  of  which  Mr.  Stetson  is  the  president  and  manager.  Mr.  Stetson,  his  father,  and 
grandfather  and  their  wives,  all  lived  to  celebrate  the  50th  anniversary  of  their  marriage.  Mr. 
Stetson,  his  son,  and  three  of  his  grandchildren  are  members  of  the  Stetson  Kindred  organization. 


Directors,  the  above  and 

Hon.  Daniel  E.  Damon  of  Hanover,  Mass. 

E.  Eugene  Stetson  of  Norwell,  Mass. 

Thos.  Drew  Stetson  of  N.  Y.  City. 

Dr.  Frederick  W.  Stetson  of  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Frederick  Dudley  Stetson  of  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

John  A.  Stetson  of  Boston,  Mass. 

After  Rev.  Howard  C.  Robbins  had  invoked  the  Divine  blessing 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  of  the  Kindred  sat  down  to  the 
excellent  dinner  provided  by  President  Francis  Lynde  Stetson. 

Immediately  after  dinner  President  Stetson  introduced  as  the 
first  speaker  Lieut.  Gov.  Grafton  D.  Cushing,  who  said  he  would 
try  to  avoid  politics  in  his  remarks  although  as  candidate  for  the 
office  of  Governor  of  Massachusetts  it  was  only  natural  to  speak 
of  what  was  uppermost  in  his  mind. 

Mr.  Cushing  related  that  his  ancestor,  John  Cushing  (father  of 
the  long  line  of  Judges)  and  Captain  Benjamin  Stetson  (the  Cornet's 
2nd  son)  had  married  sisters,  the  daughters  of  Matthew  Hawke, 
the  old  schoolmaster  and  first  town  clerk  of  Hingham,  showing 
that  he  was  at  least  in  line  with  all  the  descendants  of  Captain 
Benjamin.  The  burden  of  Mr.  Cushing's  remarks  seemed  to  be 
to  impress  upon  the  Kindred  the  necessity  of  selecting  a  governor 
from  some  of  the  old  Massachusetts  families  if  they  would  per- 
petuate the  principles  for  which  their  ancestors  stood. 

President  Stetson  after  facetiously  remarking  that  he  also  would 
try  to  avoid  politics  -eo-mmg^  spoke  of  the  terrible  struggle  in  Europe, 
which  in  his  opinion  was  likely  to  continue  for  another  year.  Speak- 
ing of  the  secretary's  recent  discovery  on  the  Plymouth  Records, 
that  the  name  of  the  Cornet's  wife  was  not  Hannah  as  copied  on 
the  Boston  Court  Records  but  Honor,  said  he  was  very  glad  to 
know  that  her  name  was  Honor;  a  most  honorable  and  appropriate 
name  for  the  wife  of  the  Cornet  and  mother  of  us  all. 

He  told  of  his  search  for  the  Cornet's  antecedents,  and  hoped  to 
be  able  if  permitted  to  be  present  at  the  next  reunion,  to  give 
definite  information  about  them.  He  then  introduced  as  the 
next  speaker,  Rev.  Howard  C.  Robbins,  Rector  of  the  Church  of 
the  Incarnation,  New  York  City. 
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Mr.  Robbins,  a  descendant  of  the  Cornet's  3rd  son,  Thomas  of 
Scituate,  and  a  member  of  the  Kindred,  "standing  on  the  American 
hearthstone  of  the  Kindred"  eloquently  discoursed  on  the  part 
the  early  Stetsons  had  taken  in  shaping  the  destiny  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  John  B.  Stetson,  Jr.,  president  elect,  in  accepting  the  pres- 
idency would  have  it  understood  that  he  was  a  business  man,  and 
had  been  trained  for  business  and  not  like  the  previous  speakers  to 
amuse  and  interest  an  audience.  His  remarks  were  well  received 
by  the  Kindred. 

There  were  also  short  addresses  by  Watson  L.  Phillips,  D.D., 
of  New  Haven,  Hon.  A.  W.  Perry  of  Rockland,  Hon.  Daniel  E. 
Damon  and  Rev.  Ernest  Thomas,  all  members  of  the  family. 

Miss  Susey  A.  Smith  read  an  original  poem  contributed  by 
Mr.  Robert  S.  Rantoul  relating  his  early  experiences  on  North 
River  and  his  pleasant  associations  with  Rev.  Caleb  Stetson, 
pastor  of  the  2nd  Church  of  Scituate  many  years  ago. 

Mr.  Joshua  Stetson  Gray  also  read  an  original  poem  which 
caused  much  amusement.  Mr.  Gray's  fertile  imagination  pictured 
the  sensations  which  the  early  Stetsons  might  be  supposed  to"  have 
experienced,  had  they  lived  to  behold  the  marvelous  contrivances 
and  fashions  of  the  present  day. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Percy  MacKaye  expressing  regret, 
at  his  inability  to  be  present,  also  one  from  the  poet's  mother 
Mrs.  Steele  MacKaye,  with  the  information  that  it  was  her  purpose 
to  be  present  at  the  next  reunion,  and  read  a  paper  in  memory  of 
her  mother,  Rebecca  Stetson. 

Sincere  sorrow  was  expressed  upon  learning  of  the  death  of 
two  valuable  members,  Mr.  George  R.  Stetson  of  New  Bedford  and 
Mr.  Henry  Alden  Belcher  of  Randolph;  both  had  been  present  at 
our  last  meeting. 

One  incident  seemed  likely  for  a  time  to  mar  the  happiness  of 
the  occasion.  Some  of  the  "White  Ribbon"  cousins  were  dis- 
covered with  their  "noses  in  the  air"  (literally)  and  the  huge  bowl 
of  delicious  punch  which  caterer  Damon  had  carefully  prepared 
as  an  accessory  to  the  dinner,  was  declared  to  contain  "spirits." 
However,  our  fears  were  at  length  allayed  (and  our  thirst  as  well) 
by  cousin  Damon,  himself  a  teetotaler  and  member  of  the  Kindred, 
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who  solemnly  declared  that  the  "flowing  bowl"  contained  nothing 
stronger  than  the  unfermented  juice  of  the  grape. 

It  seemed  to  be  the  voice  of  the  company,  that  of  all  the  pleasant 
meetings  at  the  "Shrine"  this  last  was  the  best  ever.  After  we 
had  all  posed  for  the  photographer  and  taken  a  last  long  draught 
from  the  Cornet's  spring,  we  shook  hands  all  around  and  bade 
each  other  goodbye  for  another  year. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Reunion 

The  Kindred  have  been  fortunate  from  the  first  in  having  beau- 
tiful days  for  their  annual  meetings,  and  August  19th,  1916,  proved 
no  exception  to  this  rule.  President  John  B.  Stetson,  Jr.,  with 
his  mother  the  Countess  of  Santa  Eulalia,  and  Miss  Potter,  had 
travelled  all  night  that  they  might  be  with  us  early  in  the  morning. 
Past  president  Francis  Lynde  Stetson  was  also  early  on  the  ground. 

At  the  business  meeting  the  officers  chosen  were  the  same  as 
on  the  previous  year,  with  the  exception  that  Mr.  Fred  C.  Haskins 
was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  board  of  directors  caused 
by  the  death  of  our  old  friend,  Thomas  Drew  Stetson. 

The  meeting  proved  to  be  the  largest  ever  held  by  the  Kindred; 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  having  accepted  the  president's  invi- 
tation to  dinner. 

After  dinner,  President  John  B.  Stetson,  Jr.,  extended  a  cordial 
welcome  to  all,  and  spoke  of  the  steady  growth  of  the  organization. 
He  was  pleased  with  the  secretary's  idea  of  getting  the  history  of 
the  various  colonies  of  Stetsons  who  have  located  in  the  different 
states  in  past  years  and  believed  the  next  booklet  would  contain 
much  interesting  matter  in  this  line. 

Past  President  Francis  Lynde  Stetson  again  spoke  of  the  war  in 
Europe.  Mr.  Stetson  saw  no  reason  to  expect  peace  for  a  long 
time  to  come.  All  political  considerations  aside,  he  was  grateful 
to  those  in  power  who  had  thus  far  kept  us  out  of  the  conflict. 
He  declared  that  the  first  duty  of  a  Stetson  mother  was  not  to 
raise  a  soldier,  but  a  Christian  gentleman,  and  his  closing  thought 
was  —  "Love  is  the  universal  solvent  and  those  the  true  Kindred 
who  learn  the  ways  of  love  and  peace." 

Mr.  James  MacKaye,  a  member  from  Cambridge,  brother  of  the 
poet  Percy  MacKaye,    read  an  interesting  paper  contributed  by 
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FREDERIC  CHANDLER  HASKINS 

The  new  Director. 
It  is  proper  that  Mr.  Haskins  should  be  a  director  of  the  Stetson  Kindred  for  he  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  the  Cornet's  three  sons,  Joseph,  Thomas  and  John.  Moreover,  he  has  built  his 
summer  home  on  the  spot  where  four  generations  of  his  Haskins  ancestors  have  lived,  and  this 
happens  to  be  a  part  of  the  original  farm  given  by  Cornet  Stetson  to  his  son  Capt.  Benjamin  in 
1674.     Mr.  Haskins  is  a  Boston  stock  broker  and  is  much  interested  in  local  history. 


their  mother   Mrs.  Steele  MacKaye,  in  remembrance  of  her  mother 
Rebecca  Stetson. 

Mr.  Herbert  Randall,  our  versatile  member  from  Hartford,  Ct., 
regaled  us  with  original  verses  which  his  friends  tell  us  were  inspired 
by  the  occasion  and  written  on  the  spot. 

Miss  Susey  A.  Smith  read  a  sketch  of  Mrs.  Augusta  M.  Cheney, 
one  of  our  oldest  members,  who  had  died  during  the  year. 

Mrs.  Lucy  M.  Perkins,  a  descendant  of  Capt.  Benjamin,  took 
for  her  text  "The  inventory  made  in  1702  of  the  Cornet's  goods 
and  chattels."  She  drew  a  picture  of  Honor,  the  Cornet's  wife, 
comparing  her  daily  tasks  in  1640  with  the  duties  of  the  farmer's 
wife  of  today,  much  to  the  amusement  of  the  Kindred. 

The  other  speakers  were  Mr.  Henry  A.  Turner  of  Norwell,  the 
oldest  person  present,  Rev.  Reuben  K.  Stetson,  pastor  of  the  First 
Church  of  Granville,  111.,  Mrs.  Alice  M.  Cortright  of  Homer,  Mich.. 
Prof.  Abby  Leach,  A.  M.  of  Vassar,  and  Mr.  Mortimer  A.  Stetson, 
of  Norwich,  Conn.,  all  members  of  the  Kindred. 

Mr.  Vernon  A.  Field  brought  greetings  from  the  Alden  Kindred, 
of  which  he  is  Past  President.  Unfortunately,  Mr.  Field  was 
delayed  and  was  with  us  only  during  the  closing  exercises. 

After  Hon.  A.  W.  Perry  had  told  a  very  funny  story  to  make 
the  Kindred  look  pleasant  on  the  way  home,  the  exercises  were 
very  appropriately  closed  with  the  singing  of  "Perfect  Day"  by 
the  Puritan  Male  Quartette. 


(The  expense  of  publishing  booklet  No.  5  will  be  approximately 
$625.00.  One  half  of  this  sum  will  be  contributed  by  our  president 
and  vice  president.  The  balance  will  be  paid  with  very  many  smal- 
ler contributions  by  the  Kindred.  Hon.  A.  W.  Perry  of  Rockland, 
Mass.,  Mr.  Albert  L.  Stetson  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  Colonel 
Raymond  Cay  of  Valdosta,  Georgia,  and  Mrs.  Julia  Stetson  Yale 
of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  are  among  the  larger  contributors.  The 
secretary  wishes  to  state  that  his  labor  in  compiling  the  booklet 
was  also  gratuitous  and  ventures  to  hope  that  this  fact  may  in 
some  measure  atone  for  errors  and  blunders  of  an  amateur.) 

Nelson  M.  Stetson,  Secretary. 
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REV.  CALEB  STETSON 

1793-1870 
A  descendant  via  the  Cornet's  third  son,  Thomas. 


REV.  CALEB   STETSON 

(By  his  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Julia  Stetson  Yale.) 

Reverend  Caleb  Stetson  was  born  in  Kingston,  Massachusetts. 
July  12,  1793.     He  was  one  of  eleven  brothers  and  sisters. 

His  father  was  Thomas,  son  of  Elisha,  son  of  Elisha,  son  of 
Thomas,  son  of  Cornet  Robert  Stetson.  The  wife  of  the  elder 
Elisha  was  Abigail  Brewster  of  Plymouth.  Stephen  Hopkins, 
Francis  Cook  and  James  Chilton,  all  "Mayflower"  names,  were 
among  the  ancestors  of  Caleb  Stetson,  also  John  Winslow,  brother 
of  Governor  Edward  Winslow,  and  Edward  Gray. 

Mr.  Stetson  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1822.  The 
same  year  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  newly  opened  Academy  in 
Lexington,  where  he  taught  till  1825.  He  delivered  the  Fourth  of 
July  Oration  in  Lexington  that  year.  He  studied  Divinity  in 
Cambridge  and  became  the  pastor  of  the  "First  Parish  Church" 
(Unitarian)  in  Medford,  February  28,  1827.  His  marriage  took 
place  the  same  year,  with  Julia  Ann  Meriam,  of  the  Lexington 
family  of  Meriams  who  lived  in  the  historic  "Buckman  Tavern." 

In  those  days  clergymen  made  frequent  exchanges  and  Mr. 
Stetson  seems  to  have  been  a  very  Welcome  visitor.  Among  his 
friends  were  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  and  Theodore  Parker.  The 
Medford  "Register"  Writes  of  him  as  "easy  in  conversation,  and 
of  a  ready  humor  which  flashed  on  all  occasions." 

He  was  earnest  in  the  work  against  slavery,  also  against  the 
prevailing  customs  of  those  days  in  the  free  use  of  intoxicating 
drink. 

After  a  pastorate  lasting  for  twenty-one  years,  Mr.  Stetson 
became  pastor  of  the  "Second  Unitarian  Church"  in  Scituate,  in 
1848.  Cornet  Stetson  was  one  of  the  founders  of  this  church  in 
1645,  and  there  has  been  no  time  since  when  some  of  his  depend- 
ents were  not  prominently  connected  with  the  church. 

The  Cornet's  son  Thomas  (Rev.  Caleb's  great  great  grandfather) 
was  baptized  here  this  same  year  by  Rev.  William  Witherell,  the 
first  minister.  Rev.  Caleb's  great  grandfather  Elisha  Stetson,  who 
married  Abigail  Brewster,  was  also  baptized  here  in  1686. 

Robert  S.  Rantoul,  A.  M.,  President  of  the  Essex  Institute, 
Salem,  is  the  son  of  Robert  Rantoul  the  abolitionist,  who  succeeded 
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EDWARD  GRAY  STETSON 

San  Rafael,  California 
A  Lawyer — The  fourth  and  only  living  son  of  Rev.  Caleb  Stetson. 


Daniel  Webster  as  U.  S.  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  In  a  recent 
letter  to  the  kindred  he  says: 

"The  Rev.  Caleb  Stetson  was  a  famous  scholar,  an  eloquent 
preacher,  and  the  much  esteemed  Pastor,  filling  the  Unitarian 
pulpit  in  Medford  in  the  forties,  when  the  Slavery  issue  was  becom- 
ing tense,  and  he  lost  his  pulpit  because,  in  his  ministrations,  he 
would  not  suppress  his  convictions.  He  had  once  won  great  favor 
at  the  famous  welcome-breakfast  tendered  to  Dickens  on  his  first 
visit  to  America,  —  Mr.  Stetson  being  introduced  to  the  jovial 
gathering  as  a  surprise  in  the  character  of  Pickwick.  .  I  suppose 
no  finer  thing  of  the  kind  was  ever  carried  through  here.  The 
breakfast  was  at  the  Tremont  House,  —  then  new,  —  and  Josiah 
Quincy  presided,  with  Emerson,  Lowell  and  Longfellow,  and  all 
the  wits  to  back  him. 

"In  1852  Mr.  Stetson  was  settled  at  South  Scituate.  He  was  a 
great  admirer  of  my  father,  who  had  just  died,  and  interested  him- 
self to  secure  a  district  school  for  me  to  teach  in  his  neighborhood. 
I  got  one  at  Pembroke,  and  often  skated  down  the  River  (by  the 
Cornet's  old  home),  to  South  Scituate  to  hear  him  preach  or  to 
take  tea  with  him,  a  trip  of  nine  miles  by  the  serpentine  stream 
though  only  four  miles  or  so  by  the  highway.  These  skating 
jaunts,  sometimes  by  moonlight,  were  most  fascinating,  and 
years  after  I  recalled  them  with  enthusiasm.  How  Mr.  Stetson 
would  have  enjoyed  the  tracing  out  of  the  old  'Cornet  Robert.' 

After  about  ten  years  at  Scituate,  Mr.  Stetson  removed  to 
Lexington,  where  he  lived  with  his  family  in  the  "Buckman  Tavern," 
with  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Stetson.  We  hear  of  him 
on  the  School  Committee  in  1860.  He  preached  occasionally  and 
he  was  one  of  the  speakers  at  the  services  held  in  Lexington,  while 
Abraham  Lincoln's  funeral  was  taking  place  in  Washington. 

Reverend  Caleb  Stetson  died  May  17,  1870.  His  wife  died 
August  24,  1889.  The  following  were  their  children,  all  born  in 
Medford. 

I.  Frederick  Dudley  was  born  in  1828.  He  was  lost  at  sea,  March 
10,  1846,  while  on  a  voyage  for  his  health. 

II.  Thomas  Meriam  was  born  June  15,  1830.  He  died  in  New 
Bedford,  February  10,  1916.     (See  sketch). 

III.  Julia  was  born  April  1,  1834.     She  married  Sergeant  Calvin 
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EDWARD  STETSON  GRIFFING 

Mayor  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 
Grandson  of  Rev.  Caleb  Stetson. 


Whitcher.  They  lived  in  Lexington  and  in  Concord,  N.  H.  Mr. 
Whitcher  died  in  1882.  She  married,  in  1885,  Everett  Torrey  of 
Scituate  and  Charlestown.  He  died  in  Scituate  in  1911  and  she 
died  in  Charlestown,  March  1915. 

IV.  Osgood  was  born  October  5,  1837  and  died  October  9,  1838. 

V.  Edward  Gray  was  born  November  4,  1840.  He  graduated 
from  Harvard  College  in  1863,  from  Harvard  Law  School  in  1868. 
He  practiced  Law  in  San  Francisco.  He  married,  September  3, 
1887,  Marion  Cushing.  They  live  near  San  Rafael  and  have  two 
sons:     (See  cut) 

Meriam,  born  in  1888. 
Philip  Cushing,  born  in  1890. 

VI.  Abbie  Chandler  was  born  September  10,  1844.  She  married 
March  8,  1866,  at  Lexington,  Abner  Augustus  Griffing.  They 
have  lived  in  New  Jersey,  New  York  and  Massachusetts.  She 
died  in  Boston,  January  11,  1917.     They  had  two  children: 

1.  Edward  Stetson,  born  July  29,  1867.  Graduated  from 
Harvard  College  in  1884.  Is  married.  Is  a  lawyer  and  is  at 
present  Mayor  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.     (See  cut) 

2.  Zoe  Meriam  was  born  May  13,  1871.  She  married,  May 
13,  1893,  Dr.  Fred  Bates  Lund  of  Boston.  They  have  had 
six  children: 

Charles  Carroll,  born  April  15,  1895. 
Fred  Bates,  Jr.,  born  December  5,  1896. 
Edward  Griffing,  born  May  18,  1901. 
Zoe  Stetson,  born  February  7,  1904. 

Died 
Joseph  Wheelock,  2nd,  born  August  31,  1906. 
Lydia  Margaret,  born  September  30,  1914. 

VII.  Ellen  Winslow  was  born  July  31,  1847.  She  died  October  16, 
1912.  

Thomas  Meriam  Stetson,  2nd  son  of  Rev.  Caleb  and  Julia  Ann 
Meriam  Stetson,  was  born  June  15,  1830,  in  Medford,  Massachu- 
setts. His  boyhood  was  passed  in  Medford  and  his  contributions 
to  the  "Historical  Register"  show  how  dear  were  his  Medford 
memories.  He  wrote  about  his  first  school,  where  he  sat  on  a 
"cubical  block  of  wood,  known  as  the  chimney  corner  seat,"  of  the 
later  schools,  of  the  fine  coasting  on  "Marm  Simonds'  hill/'  of  the 
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THOMAS  MERIAM  STETSON 

New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Second  son  of  Rev.  Caleb  Stetson. 


smelt  brook,  "the  best  boy  fishing  place,"  of  the  beautiful  rivers, 
Mystic  and  Menotomy,  of  the  boating  in  summer  and  the  eel- 
spearing  in  winter^  of  the  old  Middlesex  Canal  with  such  safe  and 
glorious  lengths  for  skaters.  The  boys  bathed  from  Blanchard's 
Wharf,  which  had  a  "monopoly  of  the  inward  bound  molasses,  for 
the  distillery,  and  the  outward  bound  rum."  Mr.  Peter  C.  Brooks' 
bees  found  this  place  and  "loaded,"  and  when  the  time  for  the 
honey  crop  arrived,  Mr.  Brooks  found  his  honey  combs  stuffed 
with  rum  and  molasses.     He  was  furious." 

While  Mr.  Stetson  was  in  Harvard  College  he  kept  in  touch  with 
Medford  and  also  with  Lexington,  where  his  grandparents  were 
living.     He  graduated  in  1849. 

From  1850  till  1852  he  was  "Preceptor"  of  the  Derby  Academy 
in  Hingham. 

He  studied  Law  and  went  to  New  Bedford,  to  the  office  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Dawes  Eliot,  who  was  for  so  many  years  Member  of 
Congress  from  Massachusetts.  In  1856  Mr.  Stetson  married 
Caroline  Dawes,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Eliot,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 14,  1835. 

"During  his  years  of  practice,"  I  quote  from  Mr.  C.  W.  Clifford's 
"Memorial,"  for  the  Bar  Association:  "He  was  the  active  counsel 
in  the  famous  will  cases  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  Elizabeth  S. 
Taber,  Eben  Wright,  Abraham  Barker  and  Francis  Barrett,  in  the 
great  water  litigation  over  the  Watuppa  Ponds  at  Fall  River,  in 
the  dramatic  case  of  the  Mill  Dam  at  Acushnet,  in  the  Granite 
Mill  cases,  in  the  case  which  involved  the  retention  of  the  Cottage 
City  Parks  "  etc.;  "But  a  very  notable  department  of  his  practice 
was  in  Admiralty  and  Maritime  Law."  "In  the  Joe  Maxwell 
Insurance  cases  he  actually  built  up,  by  the  testimony,  a  ship,  from 
keelson  to  truck,  and,  in  the  case  of  Williams  vs.  Bourne,  he  pre- 
sented to  the  jury  a  complete  picture  of  Eskimo  life,  to  support 
his  contention  that  the  Eskimo  who  made  the  contract,  upon 
which  the  suit  was  based,  was  incompetent  to  contract."  And 
again,  in  speaking  of  his  personality  in  social  life:  "It  was  the 
custom  for  the  members  of  the  Bar  to  entertain  the  Judges  at 
their  houses,  and,  in  the  brilliant  groups  which  gathered,  Mr. 
Stetson  was  facile  princeps,  and  on  all  social  occasions  he  seemed 
to  drop  the  strenuous  intensity,  which  he  showed  when  advocating 
a  cause,  and  became  the  most  delightful  companion. 
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ELIOT  DAWES  STETSON 

New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Son  of  Thomas  Meriam  Stetson. 


From  the  "Resolutions"  of  the  Morse  Twist  Drill  and  Machine 
Company:  "Mr.  Stetson  was  a  member  of  this  Board  from  its 
organization  in  1864."  "He  was  a  thoroughly  just,  fair  and  con- 
siderate man,  fitted  by  nature  and  experience  to  advise  as  to  the 
complexities  and  difficulties  of  corporate  management,  and  to 
assist  others  to  I  ear  the  •burdens  of  great  financial  and  business 
trusts." 

He  took  a  great  interest  in  the  mills  and  was  a  director  in  several 
both  in  New  Bedford  and  Fall  River. 

After  a  long  professional  life,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  sons, 
Eliot  Dawes  and  Frederick  Dudley,  but  kept  his  own  room  in  the 
office  and  went  there  daily  for  some  hours. 

At  the  celebration  of  the  Lexington  Centennial,  April  19,  1875, 
Mr.  Stetson  was  chosen  to  act  as  "President  of  the  Day."  He 
opened  the  exercises  in  the  tent,  presided  at  the  dinner  and  enter- 
tained President  Grant  and  his  Cabinet  in  the  old  "Buckman 
Tavern,"  then  the  home  of  Mrs.  Caleb  Stetson,  his  mother. 

For  a  time  he  was  a  member  of  a  Special  Commission  to  appor- 
tion the  assessments  on  the  towns  in  the  "Metropolitan  District," 
when  the  extensive  improvements  were  being  made.  He  enjoyed 
visiting  the  beautiful  parks  around  Boston,  during  this  work.  He 
loved  trees  and  had  many  on  his  own  place,  which  he  called  "Bir- 
kenshaw"  from  the  white  birrhes  growing  there.  Wild  trees  and 
thickets  grew  there  undisturbed  ever  since  the  land  was  pasture  and 
wood  lot.  He  also  liked  to  have  rare  and  tropical  plants  and 
flowers. 

He  liked  horses  and  drove  them  himself  as  long  as  he  was  able. 
After  that  his  daily  ride  was  still  his  great  pleasure. 

Whist  was  another  favorite.  From  year  to  year  "The  Whist 
Club"  met  once  a  week.  He  played  regularly  till  a  few  weeks 
before  he  died, 

The  Law  had  to  him  a  deeper  meaning  than  to  some  men..  He 
held  it  in  reverence  and  felt  that  the  evolution  of  Law  was  closelv 
bound  up  with  the  evolution  of  history.  In  introducing  Chief- 
Justice  Gray,  at  the  Lexington  Centennial  Dinner,  in  1875,  he 
said:  "We  are  all  aware  that  the  American  Constitution  was 
written  and  constructed  by  the  American  Bar,  and  it  is  in  their 
conservaton  of  its  forms  and  organic  methods,  that  one  of  the 
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FREDERICK  DUDLEY  STETSON 

New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Son  of  Thomas  Meriam  Stetson  and  a  director  of  the  "Stetson  Kindred. 


truest  conservatisms  of  our  progressive  Country  exists.'* 

He  died  February  10,  1916.     All  his  children  were  born  in  New 
Bedford.     They  were 

I.  Julia  Meriam  was  born  in  New  Bedford,  December  4,  1857. 
She  married  on  December  6,  1881,  Leroy  Milton  Yale,  M.D.,  of 
New  York.  He  died  September  12,  1906.  They  had  three  chil- 
dren: 

Caroline  Stetson,  born  June  19,  1883,  died  July  15,  1883. 
Leroy  Milton,  Jr.,  born  September  11,  1886,  died  July  30,  1903. 
Julia  Meriam,  born  April  5,  1892. 

II.  Eliot  Dawes,  born  July  27,  1861,  in  New  Bedford.  He  grad- 
uated from  Harvard  College  in  1882.  He  practices  Law  in  New 
Bedford.  He  married,  March  16,  1887,  Marion  Boughton  Williams. 
She  died  March  6,  1888.  He  married,  June  11,  1891,  Emily  Almy 
Cummings.     They  had  six  children:     (See  cut) 

Lydia  Almy,  born  April  5,  1892.  She  married,  October  24, 
1914,  Francis  Hathaway  Stone,  Jr.  They  live  in  Providence 
and  have  a  daughter,  Emily  Almy,  born  October  8,  1916. 

Emily  Cummings,  born  March  2,  1893.  She  married,  January 
11,  1913,  Joseph  Frank  Knowles.  They  live  in  New  Bedford 
and  have  two  sons:  Joseph  Frank,  Jr.,  born  April  25,  1914  and 
Eliot  Stetson,  born  January  1,  1916. 

Ellen  Winslow,  born  May  18,  1895. 

Frances  Eliot,  born  June  23,  1897. 

Thomas  Meriam,  born  October  28,  1899. 

Eliot  Dawes,  Jr.,  born  October  5,  1902. 

III.  Frederick  Dudley,  born  in  New  Bedford,  February  13,  1866. 
He  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1888.  Practices  Law  in 
New  Bedford.  He  married,  October  3,  1891,  Helen  Whitney 
Prescott. 

IV.  Frank  Eliot,  born  May  10,  1869.  He  graduated  from  Har- 
vard College  in  1893,  from  Harvard  Medical  School  in  1897.  He 
practices  Medicine  in  New  Bedford.  He  married,  Sigrid  Moller. 
They  have  three  children: 

Frederick,  born  May  26,  1907. 
David  Forbes,  born  March  3,  1912. 
Karin,  born  September  23,  1914. 

V.  Edward  Meriam,  born  April  18,  1872.  He  is  a  Landscape 
Painter.     He  lives  in  New  Bedford. 
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MRS.  MARIA  W.  REED 

Deceased  Jan.  27,  1917,  aged  100  years,  7  months  and  23  days. 
A  descendant  of  Robert  Stetson,  Jr.,  of  Pembroke. 


MARIA   W.  REED 

Maria  Witherell  was  born  in  Pembroke,  Mass.  June  4,  1816. 
She  was  a  descendant  of  Rev.  Wm.  Witherell  the  first  minister  of 
the  2nd  church  of  Scituate,  and  also  a  descendant  of  Robert  Stet- 
son, Jr., the  Cornet's  son  who  settled  in  Pembroke  before  1700. 

The  people  of  Pembroke  lived  the  simple  life  in  those  days  and 
practiced  rigid  economy.  Mrs.  Reed  used  to  relate  that  as  a  child 
she  travelled  the  sandy  Pembroke  roads  to  church  of  a  Sunday 
morning  with  her  shoes  in  her  hand  putting  them  on  only  when 
she  came  within  sight  of  the  Church. 

When  24  years  of  age  she  married  Nahum  Reed  of  South  Abington 
(now  Whitman),  also  a  descendant  of  Robert  Stetson.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Whitman  and  was 
chosen  in  1843  first  president  of  the  sewing  circle  with  which  she 
was  connected  nearly  75  years.  She  was  much  pleased  recently  to 
learn  of  the  birth  of  a  little  girl,  her  second  great-great-grand  child. 

Mrs.  Reed  was  a  member  of  the  Stetson,  Kindred  and  proud  of 
her  descent  from  the  ''Cornet  of  the  Troopers."  She  met  with 
the  Kindred  for. the  last  time  in  1914  being  then  in  her  99th  year. 


25 


THE   GEORGIA   STETSONS. 

(Daniel  B.  Stetson  of  Milledgeville,  Ga.,  and  his  descendants. 
Information  collected  by  his  grand-daughter,  Mrs.  Edith  Stetson 
Coleman,  of  Macon,  Ga.) 

In  Barry's  "Records  of  the  Stetson  Family"  page  62,  among  the 
"Descendants  of  Cant.  Benjamin  Stetson  of  Scituate"  we  find  an 
account  of  the  marriage  of  "Daniel  B.  Stetson,  b.  Apr.  6th,  1810, 
son  of  William  Stetson"  of  Cohassett,  Mass.,  to  "Edith  Wyatt, 
a  native  of  Virginia,  in  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  April  23,  1828," 
together  with  an  imperfect  list  of  his  children. 

Investigation  has  resulted  in  the  following  story  of  Daniel  B. 
and  his  descendants. 

It  seems  that  Daniel  B.  was  apprenticed  at  an  early  age  by 
William,  his  father,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  brickmason,  but  later, 
being  "refractory  and  impatient  of  restraint,"  he  rebelled,  ran 
away  to  sea  and  for  a  time  led  a  life  of  adventure  on  the  ocean. 
Curios  collected  at  this  time  on  a  voyage  to  foreign  countries  are 
still  in  the  possession  of  his  grand-children. 

We  next  hear  of  him  at  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  where  on  April 
23,  1828,  he  married  Edith  Deane  Wyatt,  b.  in  Portsmouth,  Va., 
Feb.  29,  1811.  If  our  dates  are  correct,  as  we  believe  they  are, 
Daniel  was  at  this  time  only  18  years  of  age  and  Edith  17.  Edith 
Deane  Wyatt  was  a  descendant  of  Haute  Wyatt,  an  English  clergy- 
man, who  with  his  brother,  Sir  Francis  Wyatt,  governor  of  the 
Colony  of  Virginia,  landed  at  Jamestown,  Oct.  SI,  1621. 

Daniel's  parents  were  much  displeased  with  this  youthful  mar- 
riage. They  soon  became  reconciled  to  it  however,  for  in  October 
of  this  same  year  Daniel  and  Edith  visited  his  people  in  Boston, 
and  Edith  in  writing  home  to  her  uncle  in  Elizabeth  City,  reported 
that  she  was  much  pleased  with  her  "Yankee"  relatives. 

We  have  before  us  the  answer  to  Edith's  letter,  written  by  her 
uncle,  John  Kay  of  Elizabeth  City,  Nov.  1828,  addressed  to  "Mr. 
Daniel  Stetson,  Brickmason,  No.  7  Salem  Place,  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts." It  is  a  model  letter,  showing  Mr.  Kay  to  have  been 
an  educated  gentleman  and  a  kind  hearted  and  affectionate  uncle. 
Later  Daniel  with  Edith  and  the  children  are  known  to  have 
visited  his  people  in  Massachusetts  several  times,  going  by  boat 
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EUGENE  W.   STETSON  of  Macon,   Georgia. 

Descendant  of  Capt.  Benjamin  and  grandson  of  Daniel  B.  and  Edith  Wyatt  Stetson. 

Mr.  Stetson  was  president  of  the  Georgia  Clearing  house  Association,  also  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Macon.  He  has  been  recently  elected  to  the  responsible  position  of  Vice 
President  of  the  Guaranty  Trust  Company  of  New  York  City. 


from   Norfolk,   Va.,    Charleston,   S.    C,   and   Savannah,    Georgia, 
each  of  these  places  being  their  home  successively. 

Daniel  evidently  profiting  by  his  early  experience,  worked  as  a 
contractor  and  builder.  Eventually  settling  in  Milledgeville,  Ga., 
in  1842,  he  became  a  merchant  and  trader,  developing  an  enor- 
mous mercantile  business,  corresponding  with  the  department 
stores  of  today.  He  was  largely  engaged  in  buying  cotton  of  the 
planters  in  exchange  for  supplies,  and  in  absence  of  railroad 
facilities  it  is  said  that  his  couriers  were  constantly  riding  between 
Milledgeville,  Savannah,  Mobile  and  New  Orleans. 

At  first  the  proud  families  of  Milledgeville  looked  askance  at 
this  bustling  Yankee,  but  success  finally  conquered  and  Daniel  B. 
occupied  the  position  to  which  his  ability  and  successful  business 
entitled  him.  At  one  time  he  was  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court. 
He  was  also  a  prominent  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  taking- 
much  interest  in  church  work.  He  enjoyed  a  reputation  for 
honesty  and  fair  dealing  and  was  ever  ready  to  assist  others.  Two 
prominent  business  men  of  Milledgeville  affirm  that  they  owe 
their  success  in  life  to  the  assistance  received  long  ago  from  Daniel 
B.  Stetson. 

Then  came  the  war,  heavy  losses  and  sickness.  Daniel  and 
his  family  had  by  this  time  through  their  social  and  business 
interests,  become  thoroughly  incorporated  with  the  communitv 
in  which  they  lived.  Their  sympathies  were  naturally  with  the 
South,  and  William  the  oldest  son,  being  seventeen  years  of  age, 
enlisted  with  the  Confederate  cause,  served  through  the  war  and 
was  wounded  at  Vicksburg.  William  afterwards  became  a  Cotton 
merchant  at  Savannah,  and  died  April  13th,  1914  at  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  where  his  seven  children  are  now  living. 

The  second  son,  James  Daniel,  also  served  in  the  war  in  1864  and 
1865.  On  his  return  he  lived  for  a  time  in  Hawkinsville,  Ga.,  but 
afterwards  moved  to  Macon,  where  he  became  connected  with  the 
American  National  Bank,  and  where  most  of  his  descendants  are 
still  living. 

Elizabeth,  the  only  daughter  of  Daniel  B.  who  survived,  married 
Daniel  B.  Sanford,  a  lawyer  in  Milledgeville,  and  her  son,  Daniel 
Stetson  Sanford,  also  a  lawyer  and  a  member  of  the  Stetson  kin- 
dred organization,  owns  and  occupies  with  his  family  the  old  home- 
stead of  his  grandparents  in  Milledgeville. 
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Daniel  B.  was  a  slave  holder  and  his  slaves  remained  loyal  to 
him  during  the  war,  some  of  their  grandchildren  are  still  servants 
of  the  family.  He  died  before  his  sons  returned  from  the  war,  and 
is  buried  with  his  wife  in  Milledgeville.  Twelve  of  his  grand- 
children survive  and  there  are  already  fifteen  great-grandchildren. 


Home  of  Daniel  B.  Stetson,  Milledg-eville,  Georgia. 

Now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  grandson  Daniel  Stetson  Sanford,  Esq..  and  family. 

The  steps  were  originally  in  front,  extending  the  full  width  of  the  porch.      The  street  was 
widened  and  the  steps  placed  on  either  side,  thus  marring  the  beauty  of  the  old  place. 


DESCENDANTS    OF    DANIEL    B.  AND  EDITH    WYATT    STETSON. 

Daniel  B.  Stetson,  son  of  Wm.  and  a  descendant  of  the  Cornet  via  Captain 
Benjamin  was  born  in  Cohassett,  Mass.,  April  6,  1810,  died  at  Milledgeville,  Ga., 
Feb'.  24,  1865.  Married  at  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  Apr.  23,  1828,  Elizabeth 
Deane  Wy&tt,  b.  in  Portsmouth,  Va.,  Feb.  29,  1811,  died  at  Milledgeville,  Ga., 
Oct.  30,  1883. 

Their  children  were: 

I.  Elizabeth  C.  b.  at  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  died  in  infancy. 

II.  Wm.  S.,  b.  at  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  died  in  infancy. 

III.  Elizabeth  C.  born  at  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  April.  18,  1840,  married  at  Mil- 
ledgeville, Ga.,  Jan.  8,  1868,  Daniel  B.  Sanford.     There  were  three  children,  viz: 

1.    Daniel  Stetson  Sanford,  b.  Oct.  26,  1868,  he  m.  Feb.  9,   1898,    Annie 
Louise   Robinson  of  St.   Louis,   Miss.    Their  children  were: 

(1)     Daniel  B.  Sanford,  Jr.,  b.  Nov.  8,  1898  at  Milledgeville,  is  now  a 
student  at  the  Georgia  Technological  School  at  Atlanta,  Ga. 
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(2)  Stetson  Robinson  Sanford,  b.  June  14,  1903  at  Milledgeville,  d. 
Oct.  23,  1903. 

(3)  Marah  Elizabeth  Sanford,  b.  Mar.  7,  1907,  and  is  now  attending 
the  Ga.  Normal  and  Industrial  College  at  Milledgeville. 

2.    Edith  Elizabeth  Sanford,  b.  July  30,  1870.  d.  1873. 

S.    Edith  Elizabeth  Sanford,  b.  June  30,  1875,  d.  Mar.  4,  1917. 

IV.  Wm.  Spivey  Stetson,  b.  Apr.  16,  1844  at  Milledgeville,  married  Martha 
Leila  Woodward  at  Colloden,  Ga.,  June  8,  1876,  d.  at  Jacksonville,  Florida, 
Apr.  13,  1914,  leaving  widow  and  7  children,  viz : 

1.  Daniel  B.  Stetson,  b.  Jan.  18,  1877,  at  Savannah  —  died. 

2.  Antoinette  Stetson,  b.  Jan.  5,  1879,  at  Savannah  —  died. 

3.  Margaret  Warren  Stetson,  b.  Mar.  26,  1880,  at  Savannah. 

4.  Edith  Dean  Stetson,  b.  April  21,  1882,  at  Savannah,  m.  Mar.  5,  1905, 
Gordon  Dana  Perkins  —  4  children,  viz : 

(1)  Rubie  Mazie  Perkins,  b.  Oct.  16,  1905  at  Punta  Gorda,  died. 

(2)  Gordon  D.  Perkins,  Jr.,  b.  Dec.  7,  1907,  at  Jacksonville,  Florida. 

(3)  Leila  Perkins,  b.  Feb.  17,  1912,  at  Jacksonville,  died. 

(4)  Edith  Stetson  Perkins,  b.  July  26,  1914,  at  Jacksonville. 

5.  Willye  Martha  Stetson,  b.  Mar.  25,  1884,  at  Savannah,  m.  Nov.  24. 
1914,  Geo.  Wallace  Kennedy.     One  child,  viz: 

(1)     Wm.  Stetson  Kennedy,  b.  Oct.  5,  1916,  at  Jacksonville. 

6.  Elizabeth  Eugenia  Stetson,  b.  Dec.  17,  1885,  at  Sanford,  Fla. 

7.  Hammond  Woodward  Stetson,  b.  Apr.  6,  1889,  at  Punta  Gorda. 

8.  James  Dudley  Stetson,  b.  Jan.  31,  1893,  at  Punta  Gorda,  Fla. 

9.  Leila  Stetson,  b.  Aug.  5,  1898,  at  Punta  Gorda,  Fla. 

V.  James  Daniel  Stetson,  b.  May  30,  1846,  at  Milledgeville,  d.  Mar.  18,  1901, 
at  Macon.  Married  Eugenia  S.  Pate,  May  29,  1872.  There  were  6  children, 
viz: 

1.  James  D.  Stetson  Jr.,  b.  May  25,  1873,  d.  Sept  10,  1885. 

2.  John  Pate  Stetson,  b.  Oct.  12,  1877,  m.  Anna  Virginia  Davis  of  Athens, 
Ga.,  Apr.  9,  1913,  living  at  Macon. 

3.  Charles  Lathrop  Stetson,  b.  Mar.  21,  1877,  died  1893. 

4.  Edith  Deane  Stetson,  b.  June  12,  1879,  m.  Samuel  T.  Coleman  Jr.,  and 
is  now  living  in  Macon.     They  have  3  children,  viz: 

(1)  Samuel  T.  Coleman,  3d,  b.  Mar.  25,  1902. 

(2)  James  Danl.  Stetson  Coleman,  b.  Sept.  29,  1901. 

(3)  Eugenia  Alberta  Coleman,  b.  April  8,  1910. 

5.  Eugene  W.  Stetson,  b.  Dec.  5,  1881,  m.  first  Dec.  28,  1904  —  Josephine 
Shaw  of  Baltimore  —  2  children,  viz : 

(1)  Louise  Josephine  Stetson,  b.  Jan  8,  1906. 

(2)  Eugene  Wm.  Stetson,  b.  Oct.  4,  1911. 

Eugene  senior  m.  second  wife,  May  1915,  Miss  Iola  Wise  of  Macon. 
Mr.  Stetson  has  recently  accepted  the  responsible  position  of  Vice 
President  of  Guaranty  Trust  Co.,  of  N.  Y.  City. 

6.  James  D.  Stetson,  b.  Oct.  19,  1890,  m.  June  21,  1911,  Anne  Pitner  of 
Athens,  Ga.,  and  is  now  living  at  Ashville,  N.  C.  They  have  two  children, 
viz: 

(1)  James  Daniel  Stetson. 

(2)  Anne  Pitner  Stetson. 
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THE   CORNET'S   PURCHASE 

Nanumackeuitt  (The  meeting  of  the  waters.     Drinkwater.)     A  paper 
prepared  for  the  11th  annual  reunion,  Aug.  21,  1915. 
By  Nelson  M.  Stetson. 

At  the  time  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth,  the  Sa- 
chem Chicatabutt  was  supposed  to  have  had  dominion  over  all 
the  Massachusetts  Indians,  and  although  the  name  Chicatabutt 
signifies  ' 'house  afire/'  this  chief  seems  to  have  been  mild  and 
peaceable  and  very  friendly  to  the  colonists  from  the  first. 

Chicatabutt  died  of  smallpox  in  1633,  the  year  before  the  Cor- 
net appeared  on  the  scene,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Wampa- 
tucke,  called  by  the  English  Josias  Wampatucke.  After  his  fa- 
ther's death  Wampatucke  was  also  often  called  Chicatabutt,  and 
in  his  deeds  to  the  Cornet  so  styles  himself.  Wampatucke  is 
described  by  the  historian  Drake  as  a  "wise  and  stout  Indian" 
who  although  friendly  to  the  English  was  "exceedingly  vicious" 
and  "of  extraordinary  bravery  and  prowess."  In  1669  he  with 
his  captains  engaged  in  war  with  the  Mohawks  and  after  perform- 
ing "prodigies  of  valor"  was  finally  killed  with  many  of  his  captains. 

In  1668  "Cornet  Robert  Studson"  was  commissioned  by  the 
Colony  Government  to  purchase  of  Chicatabutt  (Wampatucke) 
for  the  use  of  the  colony,  a  tract  of  land  called  by  the  Indians 
N  an-u-mack-e-uitt.  This  tract,  now  a  part  of  Hanover,  Rockland, 
Hanson,  and  Whitman,  contained  six  square  miles  and  included 
several  tracts  already  granted  to  the  Cornet  by  the  Colony  Court. 
In  the  records  Nanumackeuitt  is  often  referred  to  as  the  "Cornet's 
purchase."     The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  deed. 

"Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  Josias  Chicatabutt  Sa- 
chem of  N amassakeesett  in  the  government  of  New  Plymouth  in 
New  England  in  America  hath  bargained,  sold  allianed  enfeoffed 
and  confirmed  unto  Cornet  Robert  Studson  in  the  Jurisdiction  of 
New  Plymouth  aforesaid,  and  by  these  p'rsents  doth  bargaine, 
sell  and  allien  enfeofe  and  confirme  unto  the  said  Studson,  his 
heires  and  assignes  forever  a  certain  tract  or  p'rcell  of  land  by  the 
Indians  commonly  called  Nanumackeuitt  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion to  him  in  hand  fully  payed  and  satisfied.     The  said  lands  are 
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bounded  on  the  north  by  the  lands  formerly  graunted  to  Mr. 
Timothy  Hatherly,  and  is  to  run  by  his  line  2  miles  west  into  the 
woods;  and  on  the  east  is  bounded  by  the  line  of  the  town  of  Scit- 
tuate  and  is  to  run  3  miles  in  length  southerly  from  Mr.  Hather- 
lys,  his  said  graunt  upon  the  townes  line  and  soe  againe  2  miles 
westerly  upon  Mr.  Hatherly's  line  upon  the  other  syde:  and  three 
miles  again  northerly  to  meet  with  the  first  line  all  which  Tract  of 
land  soe  bounded  as  is  above  expressed,  with  all  the  woods,  wa- 
ters, benefitts  privilidges  and  emunities  thereunto  apertaining  and 
belonging  hee  the  said  Josias  hath  sold  and  by  these  p'rsents  doth 
convey  and  passe  over  from  himself  to.  said  Studson  and  his 
heires : —  The  said,  Josias  hath  only  reserved  for  himself e  and  his  men 
libertie  of  hunting  with  theire  Guns  on  said  lands:  and  the  said  Jo- 
sias doth  allow  the  said  Cornet  Studson  to  cause  this  deed  to  be  in- 
volved in  the  records  of  New  Plymouth  or  any  other  Register  in 
New  England  and  doth  further  engage  att  the  said  Cornett's 
charge  att  any  time  to  make  him  such  further  assurance  as  ac- 
cording to  law  may  be  required  and  doth  warrant  the  said  lands 
att  this  present  time  to  be  free  from  all  Intanglement  and  Incom- 
berance  and  shall  defend  the  same  against  all  p'rsons  claiming 
from  by  or  under  him  for  true  performance  whereof  hee  hath  here- 
unto set  his  hand  and  seale  this  13th  day  of  Aprill  Anno  Dom.  1668. 

Josias  Ghicatabutt 

His  F  O  marke 

and  a  seal. 
Signed  Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of — 

Josias  Winslow,  John  Brown. 

Chicatabutt  is  here  called  Sachem  of  Namassakeesett  (Place 
of  much  fish,  or  by  another  authority  Little  fishing  place).  This 
was  the  Indian  name  for  the  country  surrounding  the  beautiful 
"Indian  Ponds";  a  country  scarcely  less  wild  and  beautiful  today 
than  in  the  days  of  Chicatabutt. 

In  1665,  two  hundred  acres  south  of  the  Hatherly  grant  had 
been  granted  the  Cornet  for  services  rendered  previous  to  1660  as 
(( commissioner  to  act  for  the  Colony  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
trade  at  Kenehec"  Again  in  1669,  7  pounds  and  5  shillings  was 
the  price  paid  by  the  Cornet  for  a  tract  adjoining  the  200  acres. 
This  was  also  laid  out  by  Major  Winslow  and  Captain  Southworth 
and  both  of  these  tracts  were  included  in  Nanumackeuitt. 
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Near  the  North  East  corner  of  Nanumackeuitt,  where  is 
now  the  village  of  West  Hanover,  the  Cornet  had  at  an  early  date 
established  his  saw  mill.  We  do  not  know  just  how  early  but  we 
do  know  from  the  following  records  that  in  1681  when  nearly 
seventy  years  of  age  he  sold  this  mill.  A  copy  of  the  deed  taken 
from  the  ' 'Supreme  Court"  Records  in  Boston  where  it  had  been 
recorded  as  evidence  in  a  land  dispute  was  printed  in  Booklet 
No.  4  (an  obscure  marginal  note  tells  that  it  was  copied  from  the 
"Greate  Book  of  Evidences  at  Plymouth").  The  following  is  a 
more  complete  copy  correcting  certain  serious  errors  in  the  court 
record  and  is  made  from  the  original  records  at  Plymouth. 

Plymouth  Colony  Records,  Book  5,  Page  245  and  246. 

"Hinckley,  Govr.  1683."  "This  indenture  made  the  24th  day 
of  October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1681."  In  this  indenture 
"Robert  Studson,  senr.  of  Scituate,"  .  .  .  sells  to  "Ralph  Powel 
—  Chas.  Stockbridge,  senr.  —  Isaac  Barker  —  and  Robert  Barker 
Jr.,  his  sawmill,  standing  or  being  at  or  near  a  river  called  Indian 
Head  River  together  with  all  his  right,  title  and  interest  of,  into, 
or  unto,  that  tract  or  parcel  of  upland  swamp  or  meadow  or  what- 
ever else  lying  or  being  about  sd.  mill,  above  or  to  the  westward  of 
ye  swamp  commonly  called  George  Wampa's  swamp.  That  is  to 
say  —  all  the  sd.  Robert  Stetson's  right,  title  and  interest,  of  into 
or  unto  the  200  acres  granted  unto  him,  ye  sd.  Stetson  by  Court  of 
the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Plymouth  which  grant  is  specified  in  an 
instrument  or  act  of  said  court  bearing  date  of  the  7th  day  of  June 
1665." 

Then  follow  references  to  "White  Oak  tree  marked  on  North 
side  R.  S."  also  to  ''heap  of  rocks  by  brookside"  and  "also  all  his 
interest  in  a  parcel  of  land  —  80  acres  —  granted  him  by  the 
town  of  Scituate." 

"Acknowledged  26  Oct.  1681  to  be  the  Act  of  Robert  Stetson 
between  Robert  Stetson  senr.  and  Ralph  Powel  of  Marshfield, 
Planter  —  Charles  Stockbridge  of  Scituate,  mill-wright  —  Isaac 
Barker  of  Duxborough,  Planter  —  and  Robert  Barker,  Jr.,  of  Dux- 
borough,  Planter. 

Witness  that  the  said  Robert  Stetson  Senior  for,  and  in  consider- 
ation of  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  currant  silver  money 
or  instead  thereof  the  like  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  in  good 

35 


merchantable  pine  boards  at  prices  current  for  ready  silver  money, 
secured  unto  him  by  bond  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  above." 

"Also  Honor  the  wife  of  the  said  Robert  Studson,  doth  by  these 
presents  fully  &  freely  relinquish,  quitt  &  Resigne  up  all  her  right 
and  title  of  dower  Claime  and  interest  to  and  in  the  premises  or  any 
part  or  par  cell  therof* 

"Memorandum  before  Signing  and  sealing  —  the  20  acres  of 
Committee  land  lying  in  the  said  tract  above  Wampa's  swamp  and  not 
mentioned  in  particular  nor  included  in  the  eighty  acres  is  included 
in  and  by  this  instrument." 

«v      j       7  a  ji  a  t  %     a  •    rt  /  j  William  Barrel 

Siqned  sealed  &  delivered  in  the  presence  of  <  „  ,,  ,, 

y  y  J    (Thomas  Mighill. 

Mr.  Barry  in  his  History  of  Hanover  tells  of  the  legend  that  the 
name  Drinkwater  was  derived  from  the  fact  that  no  strong  drink 
was  used  in  raising  the  early  mill;  but  \*e  are  fully  convinced 
that  Drinkwater  is  simply  the  literal  translation  of  the  Indian 
name  Nanumackeuitt. 

"George  Wampa's  swamp/'  still  bears  the  name  by  which 
it  was  known  in  1681  and  was  so  named  from  the  Indian 
Wampa  —  the  younger  brother  of  Wampatucke  —  whom  the 
English  called  George  Wampa,  or  Wampus. 

The  court  record  in  referring  to  the  200  acres  given  the  Cornet 
for  service  as  commissioner,  adds: 

"It  is  also  ordered  that  when  they  come  upon  the  place,  That 
they  are  to  allow  him  such  a  proportion  thereof  as  they  shall  thinke 
meete  considering  the  badness  of  the  land  there." 

*We  learn  from  the  Colony  Records  (Deeds,  Vol.  II.,  Part  II.,  Page  90)  — That 
in  October  1651  Cornet  Stetson  sold  to  Sergt.  Humphrey  Johnson,  two  buildings 
and  a  tract  of  100  acres,  lying  between  the  Cornet's  home  and  Till's  (now  Dwel- 
ley's),  Creek,  and  described  as  "My  Dwelling  house  and  cow  house  together 
with  a  Sertain  p'cll  of  upland  upon  which  the  said  Dwelling  and  cow  house 
standeth  being  a  p'te  of  the  gvate  lotts  that  were  given  by  the  freemen  to  Samuel 
House  and  (Rev.)  Mr.  Lothrop."  Sergt.  Johnson  later  sold  a  part  to  Richard 
Dwelley  and  his  wife  Dinah. 

It  is  the  following  later  addition  to  the  deed  that  particularly  interests  us. 

"This  last  of  June  1653 Honor  the  wife  of  Robert  Stetson  did  freely  acknowlidg 
the  resigning  up  of  her  right  of  the  land  within  mentioned  to  Humphrye  Johnson 
before  her  husband  and  especially  before  mee 

Timothy  Hatherly." 

This  proves  that  the  Honor  of  i68r  was  also  the  Cornet's  wife  in  1653  and 
without  doubt  the  mother  of  all  the  children. 

**See  last  paragraph  in  this  sketch,  page  40. 
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This  may  account  for  the  somewhat  ambiguous  wording  of  the 
report.  They  certainly  allowed  him  much  more  than  the  200 
acres.     In   1667   the   Major  and   Captain  reported   as  follows: 

"According  to  the  Court's  appointment  we  layed  out  unto 
Cornett  Robert  Studson  a  certain  tract  of  land,  bounded  as  follow- 
eth,  Viz:  on  the  North  side  by  those  lands  that  were  graunted  att 
Accord  pond:  (Hatherly  grant)  on  the  East  by  the  line  of  the 
Town  of  Scittuate  until  it  crosse  a  deepe  still  brooke,  and  on  the 
South-west  and  Westerly  side  by  the  said  brooke:  and  soe  again 
From  the  Townes  line  as  Mr.  Hatherly's  land  runs  Westerly  untill 
itt  crosse  the  said  brooke  againe  with  all  the  spots  and  holes  of 
meddow  that  are  within  the  said  bounds. 

TTT.,  ,  ,  (JOSIAH    WlNSLOW 

Witness  our  hands.   <  ~  ~ 

(Constant  Southworth. 

That  portion  of  Nanumackeuitt  south  of  the  Cornet's  holdings 
was  early  disposed  of  to  Joseph  Barstow,  Joseph  Sylvester,  Wm. 
Brewster  (son  of  the  governor)  Moses  and  Aaron  Simmonds  and 
others.  The  eastern  edge  of  Nanumackeuitt,  where  was  formerly 
the  ancient  "Barstow's  Forge,"  is  now  occupied  by  the  extensive 
plant  of  the  Fire  Works  Company,  and  the  southern  by  the  little 
village  of  North  Hanson. 

Within  the  limits  on  the  western  border  on  Beech  Hill,  almost 
exactly  half  way  between  Plymouth  and  Boston  are  the  huge  gray 
towers  of  the  Rockland  and  Abington  water  system;  while  on 
the  north  running  through  almost  the  entire  length  of  the  Cor- 
net's grants,  is  Summer  street,  Rockland,  with  its  farms  and 
cottages. 

We  find  on  the  Plymouth  Records  much  information  concerning 
this  early  mill  ' 'neare  Indian  Head  River"  within  the  bounds  of 
Nanumackeuitt,  which  all  the  local  historians  thus  far  seem  to 
have  overlooked. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Cornet  was  connected  with  only  one 
lawsuit,  viz :  that  brought  about  by  his  wayward  son  —  the  irre- 
pressible "Robert  of  Pembroke,"  —  but  we  find  that  the  Cornet 
really  did  have  a  lawsuit  of  his  own,  after  all. 

Thomas  Joy  of  Boston,  afterwards  of  Hingham,  was  a  valuable 
man  in  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  having  among  other  things 
designed  and  built  in  1658  the  Town  Hall  at  Boston,  a  pretentious 
building  for  the  period.  This  building  was  burned  in  1711  and  later 
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replaced  by  the  present  "Old  State  House"  on  State  Street.  Unfor- 
tunately Thomas  Joy  was  much  in  trouble,  his  fortunes  being  at 
one  time  seriously  impaired  as  the  result  of  lawsuits  and  imprison- 
ment. He  obtained  many  "gift  deeds"  from  the  Indians,  of  large 
tracts  of  land.  Several  of  these  were  within  the  limits  of  Plymouth 
Colony,  and  we  find  on  the  Suffolk  Records  this  very  interesting 
deed  from  Wampatucke  in  1668  which  seems  to  have  included  the 
land  on  which  stood  the  Cornet's  Mill. 

"Suffolk  Deeds  Lib.  V— 462.  To  all  Christian  People  to  whom 
this  present  deed  of  gift  shall  come,  Sagamore  Josiah  Wampatuck 
of  Mattakeece  in  New  England  in  America  sendeth  greeting. 
Know  yee  that  I,  the  said  Sagamor  Josiah  Wampatuck  for  &  in 
Consideration  of  the  great  good  will  &  respect  that  I  have  &  beare 
unto  my  well  beloved  friend  Thomas  Joy  of  Hingham  in  New 
England  Carpenter  as  also  for  &  in  Consideration  of  many  cur- 
tesies that  I  have  from  time  to  time  heretofore  from  the  said 
Thomas  Joy  received.  Have  given,  granted  &  by  these  presents 
doe  freely  cleerly  &  absolutely  give  grant  alliene  Enfeofe  &  confirme 
unto  the  said  Thomas  Joy  his  heires  &  assignes  forever.  A  tract 
of  Land  Lying  &  being  within  the  lyne  of  the  Cottony  of  New  Ply- 
mouth in  America  &  Containeth  in  length  three  miles  &  in  breadth 
one  mile  &  a  one  fourth  part  of  a  mile  &  is  bounded  by  the  land  of 
the  late  deceased  Mr.  Timothy  Hatherlies,  first  purchase  of  Indian 
Land  on  the  notherly  side  thereof  &  by  the  Land  of  Cornet  Studsons* 
&  on  the  south  by  a  Fresh  Brooke, south-westerly  with  the  Meadow 
Ground  &  all  Lands  soyles  Timber.  ...  In  Witness  Whereof  I 
have  hereunto  set  my  hand  &  seale  the  Twenty-sixth  day  of  June 
in  the  Yeare  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  six  hundred  sixty-eight** 

The  mark  of  Sagamore 

Josias  F.  0.  Wampatuck. 
Seale." 

The  Colony  government  did  not  of  course  recognize  these  deeds, 
but  Joy  continued  to  assert  his  claims  which  the  Cornet  natur- 
ally resented  with  the  following  result  as  shown  on  the  Colony 
Court  Records. 

"1674"  "Cornett  Studson  of  Scittuate  Complained  agamst 
Thomas  Joy  of  Hingham."     "The  said  Joy  did  say  and  repeat 


*The  200  acres  granted  the  Cornet  in  1665. 

**Notice  the  Cornet's  deed  from  Wampatuck  of  Nanumackenitt  including  all 
of  his  grants  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mill  was  dated  April  the  13th ,  1668. 

38 


several  times  since  January  last  past  that  the  sawmill  of  Cornelt 
Robert  Studson  which  standeth  in  Plymouth  Colonie  neare  Scituate 
standeth  on  the  land  of  said  Joy's  and  for  saying  and  repeating 
that  the  said  sawmill  was  his,  the  said  Joys  and  standeth  upon 
his  land  .  .  .  whereby  he,  the  said  Studson,  comes  to  be  greatly 
damnified." 

A  jury  consisting  of  Wm.  Haskins  and  eleven  others,  brought 
in  the  following  verdict. : 

"The  jury  find  for  the  plaintiffe  three  pounds  and  ten  shillings 
damage  and  the  cost  of  suite."  "The  bill  of  costs  alowed  by  the 
Court  on  this  action  is  £4  8s." 

So  it  seems  the  mill  must  surely  have  been  here  in  1673.  There 
is  a  tradition  that  a  mill  at  "Drinkwater"  was  burned  by  the 
Indians  when  they  entered  Scituate  in  1676,  the  day  on  which 
they  are  known  to  have  burned  the  Cornet's  mill  on  the  3d  Herring 
Brook.  Mr.  Barry  tells  of  this  tradition  in  his  history  of  Hanover 
and  the  late  Hon.  John  Simmonds,  a  student  of  local  history  is 
said  to  have  firmly  believed  this  tradition,  but  that  the  mill  was 
here  at  this  early  date  has  been  generally  doubted.  The  absolute- 
proof  here  presented  that  Cornet  Stetson  s  Mill  "near  Indian  Head 
River"  —  a  much  more  extensive  mill  than  that  on  the  Third  Herring 
Brook  —  was  here  in  1673,  3  years  before  the  Indian  raid,  makes 
this  tradition  seem  reasonable. 

The  "Hatherly  grant"  was  made  to  Mr.  Timothy  Hatherly  by 
the  Colony  Court  in  1656  and  was  laid  out  by  order  of  the  Court 
some  years  later  by  Lieut.  James  Torrey,  (Town  Clerk  of  Scituate) 
Cornet  Robert  Stetson,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hinckley  (afterwards 
governor  of  Plymouth).  The  present  Town  of  Rockland  is  made 
up  almost  entirely  from  the  Hatherly  grant  and  the  Cornet's  pur- 
chase; about  two  square  miles  of  the  latter  being  included  within 
the  limits  of  Rockland.  While  Mr.  Hatherly  is  justly  honored 
for  the  part  he  bore  in  the  early  history  of  the  town,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  Cornet  Robert  Stetson  was  also  a  pioneer  of 
Rockland,. 

Mr.  Hatherly,  who  was  for  many  years  a  magistrate  in  the 
Colony  government,  was  very  liberal  with  the  first  church  in  Scitu- 
ate and  helpful  to  the  early  settlers.  He  came  to  Scituate  in 
middle  life,  an  educated  and  wealthy  London  merchant,  whereas 
Robert   Stetson  came  as  a  youthful  pioneer,   without  means  or 
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education,  cleared  the  land,  built  his  home,  raised  a  large  family, 
and  by  ability,  honesty,  and  force  of  character,  became  one  of  the 
most  beloved,  honored,  and  trusted  men  in  the  Colony.  More- 
over, Mr.  Hatherly  left  no  posterity;  but  the  vital  records  show 
that  several  thousands  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rockland  today  are 
direct  descendants  of  the  veteran  Cornet.  This  is  also  true  regard- 
ing the  Cornet's  descendants  in  Hanover  and  many  of  Hanover's 
prominent  citizens  in  the  past  were  descended  from  Cornet  Stetson. 
Hon.  E.  Y.  Perry,  Hanover's  largest  benefactor,  was  descended 
via  both  Robert  of  Pembroke  and  Eunice.  Col.  John  Barstow 
from  Ensign  John.  Col.  John  Jacob  from  Capt.  Benjamin;  and 
Col.  Amos  Turner,  who  married  Mary  Stetson  was  himself  a  de- 
scendant via  Thomas. 

Our  historians,  Rev.  John  Stetson  Barry,  Hon.  Jedediah 
Dwelley  and  Dr.  Briggs,  although  all  descended  from  the  Cornet, 
evidently  were  not  informed  regarding  the  old  mill  and  did  not 
realize  that  54  years  at  least  before  the  tojun  of  Hanover  was  incor- 
porated, the  veteran  Cornet  had  established  here  a  very  important 
business  enterprise. 

The  following  is  the  record  of  a  grant  of  land  to  Cornet  Stetson 
in  1656. 

Plymouth  Colony  Records.5^ 

"(Bradford,  Govr.)"  "July  3,  1656"  "fifty  acars  of  land  is 
graunted  to  Robert  Studson  aded  to  twenty  acres  which  he  hath 
bought  which  was  James  Davis  his  land  for  which  the  said  Robert 
Studson  shewed  a  deed  in  court,  the  said  50  acars  of  land  to  lye  to 
the  seaward  of  Plymouth  path  toward  the  Indian  Head  River 
in  case  it  bee  found  not  to  intrench  on  any  former  graunts  and  in 
case  it  shall  be  soe  faund  to  doe  then  to  have  it  in  som  other  con- 
venient place  where  hee  shall  find  it." 

We  cannot  locate  this  grant  although  it  must  have  been  in 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Hanover. 

"In  1647  Scituate  raised'  a  committee  and  made  divisions' 
(Deane).  James  Davis  was  then  a  resident  of  Scituate.  Were 
these  u20  acres  bought  of  James  Davis"  previous  to  1656  the  "20 
acres  of  committee  land"  mentioned  in  the  Cornet's  deed  of  the  mill 
in  1682?  Was  this  the  original  site  of  the  mill?  and  was  it  the 
nucleus  in  1656  to  which  the  Cornet  later  added  from  time  to  time 
the  other  tracts  which  he  purchased  or  was  granted  in  this  vicinity? 

*Also  recorded  on  the  Scituate  records. 
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A   PUZZLE   FOR   THE   KINDRED   TO   SOLVE 

There  have  been  to  our  knowledge  only  three  instances  in  which 
the  tracing  of  the  name  Stetson  to  its  origin  in  America,  has  brought 
the  investigator  to  any  source  other  than  the  ' 'Veteran  Cornet  of 
the  Troopers." 

In  two  of  these  instances  large  business  establishments  confessed 
they  had  borrowed  the  name  Stetson  because  they  were  convinced 
it  would  prove  a  *  'winner"  and  blandly  asked  if  we  didn't  admire 
their  judgment.  The  other  instance  was  of  a  tailor  in  California 
who  said  his  parents  were  of  French  origin. 

On  these  grounds,  when  Mr.  Geo.  Warren  Stetson  of  Hingham, 
Mass.,  applied  for  membership  in  the  Kindred,  he  was  at  once 
enrolled  although  he  ha,s  thus  far  failed  to  connect  with  the  Cornet. 
Mr.  Stetson  and  Mrs.  Stetson  and  with  their  interesting  family  of 
children,  have  twice  met  with  us  on  our  annual  picnic  at  the  shrine. 

We  will  be  grateful  to  any  of  the  Kindred  who  will  solve  the 
mystery  of  Mr.  Stetson's  grandfather,  —  Wm.  S.  Stetson  born 
in  1823  (Family  Bible)  or  give  us  further  information  of  "Silas 
Stetson  b.  1785  in  Scituate,  Mass.,  married  in  Philadelphia  and 
died  there."  (Barry).  Mr.  Stetson  sends  the  following  account 
of  his  family. 

My  father,  Clarence  Pendleton  Stetson,  was  born  in  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  April  20,  1856. 

He  married  Clara  M.  Kimball  of  Woburn,  who  is  still  living, 
and  they  had  three  children,  —  Florence  M.,  Clarence  W.  and 
myself. 

The  family  Bible  shows  that  his  father's  name  was  William  S. 
Stetson,  born  in  1823,  and  who  married  Maria  Bowles  in  1855. 
Her  mother  was  a  Warren,  and  on  that  side  of  the  family  we  trace 
our  ancestry  back  to  the  year  1066,  when  the  Earl  of  Warren  fought 
under  William  The  Conqueror,  who  won  the  Battle  of  Hastings. 

My  father,  Clarence  P.  Stetson,  was  one  of  five  children.  Two 
died  at  an  early  age,  and  of  the  other  three,  namely,  Clarence, 
Milton  and  Daniel,  but  one,  Daniel,  is  still  living. 

Milton  married  and  had  two  daughters,  who  are  both  living  in 
California. 

Records  which  my  father  left  indicate  that  we  come  from  the 
Sergeant  Samuel  branch.  As  near  as  I  can  trace  the  evidence, 
William  S.   Stetson,  my  grandfather,   was  the  grandson  of  Silas 
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Stetson,   born   March   1,    1759,   who  married  Martha    Milton   of 
Braintree,  February  3,  1780,  died  June  10,  1829,  lived  in  Scituate. 

The  fact  that  my  father's  brother  was  named  Milton  seems 
strong  evidence  that  this  is  our  line.  Barry's  History  says  "William 
Stetson,  son  of  Silas  and  Martha  Milton,  was  born  May  6,  1799, 
and  married  first,  Rebecca  Curtis,  November  10,  1822.  His 
first  wife  died  May  1st,  1844.  He  then  married  a  widow,  Elizabeth 
B.  Clarke,  December  5,  1845.  He  resides  in  Marlboro,  Mass., 
but  transacts  business  part  of  the  year  in  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
He  had  three  sons,  —  William,  born  November  26,  1823,  Franklin 
1825,  Silas  M.  1826,  all  by  his  first  wife."  William  married 
Elizabeth  Howe,  and  this  brings  us  out  to  the  Marlborough  branch. 

I  believe  that  Silas,  1759,  who  married  Martha  Milton,  did 
have  a  son  Silas,  born  June  25,  1785,  in  addition  to  the  son  William, 
born  in  1799.  If  so  whom  did  he  marry,  and  did  he  have  more  than 
one  child,  William  S.,  born  1823,  who  was  my  grandfather?  I  think 
that  Silas  born  1785  had  a  son  who  is  the  connecting  link,  but  lack 
definite  evidence  of  it.  Perhaps  some  of  the  kindred  can  sub- 
stantiate my  circumstantial  evidence. 

-Both  my  Grandfather  and  Grandmother  died  when  the  three 
boys  were  small.  Henry  Wilson,  afterward  Vice  President,  was 
appointed  as  their  Guardian.  My  father,  at  an  early  age,  com- 
menced his  career  as  a  Page  in  the  Senate  at  Washington.  When 
Henry  Wilson  was  Vice  President  my  father  was  his  Private  Secre- 
tary. I  have  in  my  possession  an  envelope  dated  1875,  and  con- 
taining a  small  piece  of  paper.  Notation  on  the  envelope  by  my 
father  reads  as  follows,  —  "This  small  paper  was  carried  for  many 
years  by  Henry  Wilson,  Vice  President,  U.  S.  A.,  and  taken  from 
his  pocketbook  at  the  time  of  his  death  by  C.  P.  Stetson."  The 
paper  carries  the  words,  —  "Always  look  to  Jesus,"  and  was 
undoubtedly  written  by  Henry  Wilson's  mother  and  carried  by 
him  in  memory  of  her. 

My  father  died  at  the  age  of  27,  leaving  my  mother  and  three 
of  us  children.  My  brother,  Clarence  Wilson  Stetson  is  married 
and  has  three  children.  My  sister,  Florence  Stetson  Conn,  has 
three  children,  and  we  have  seven,  three  of  whom,  if  they  live, 
will,  we  hope,  perpetuate  the  name  of  Stetson. 

George  Warren  Stetson. 
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CAPT.  MARTIN  VANBUREN  STETSON 

City  Clerk  of  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  for  eighteen  years. 
A  descendant  of  Joseph. 


MARTIN   VANBUREN    STETSON 

(By  his  daughter,  Philena  Stetson  Kinkaid.) 

Perhaps  nothing  can  more  clearly  show  the  characteristics  of 
my  father  than  a  little  incident  which  occurred  at  the  time  of  his 
death  some  three  and  one  half  years  ago.  A  twelve  year  old  boy 
living  in  our  neighborhood  asked  his  father  why  there  was  so 
much  in  the  papers  about  Mr.  Stetson  and  why  the  city  hall  was 
draped  in  black  and  why  the  flags  were  at  half  mast,  concluding, 
"He  never  did  anything  big  that  I  know  of."  And  so  this  little 
sketch  will  be  no  record  of  great  deeds  done,  but  just  a  story  of  a 
quiet,  unselfish  and  modest  gentleman  whom  I  am  proud  to  say 
was  my  friend  as  well  as  my  father. 

Mr.  Stetson  was  born  in  August,  1839,  on  Stetson  Street  in  Cham- 
plain,  Clinton  County,  New  York,  the  son  of  Amanda  Beach  and 
Robert  Stetson  He  was  brought  up  a  farmer's  boy  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  school  of  that  vicinity.  As  his  name,  Martin 
VanBuren,  would  indicate,,  his  father  was  an  ardent  democrat, 
but  father's  first  vote  was  cast  for  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  he  was  identified 
with  the  Republican  Party  from  that  time  on.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three,  the  Civil  War  broke  out  and  he  answered  his  coun- 
try's call  and  was  mustered  into  service  in  August  1862,  as  Second 
Lieutenant,  Company  I,  118th  Reg.,  New  York  Volunteers. 

In  the  first  year  of  his  service  he  was  advanced  to  a  first  lieuten- 
ancy and  as  such  had  served  for  another  year  when  he  was  again 
advanced  to  the  position  of  Captain.  This  position  he  retained 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  took  part  in  some  of  the  greatest 
engagements  of  the  war,  the  worst  being  the  Battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, culminating  in  Cold  Harbor,  where  an  immense  number  of 
troops  were  engaged.  The  worst  for  his  regiment  was  Drury's 
Bluff  where  three-fifths  of  their  men  were  lost  in  a  very  few  moments. 
He  was  wounded  in  the  arm  at  Chapins  Farm  and  at  Fair  Oaks. 
(I  quote  from  a  letter  written  later  to  my  brother.)  "I  got  the 
ball  in  the  thigh,  which  I  have  since  carried  more  pleasantly  in  my 
pocket." 
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ROBERT  STETSON 

Champlain,  N.  Y. 
Father  of  Martin  VanBuren  Stetson 


Regarding  his  war  experiences,  he  was  very  modest,  and  it  was 
only  occasionally  that  he  could  be  induced  to  speak  of  them.  I 
should  like  here  to  quote  part  of  a  letter  received  by  my  mother 
after  father's  death,  from  Colonel  C.  "I  have  pleasant  memories 
of  Captain  Stetson.  I  know  I  had  his  friendship  and  enjoyed 
more  intimacy  with  him  than  with  many  of  our  officers,  for  he 
was  not  only  a  soldierly  officer  but  a  manly  man,  plus  a  Christian 
gentleman.     That  was  a  fine  and  attractive  combination." 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Stetson  went  to  Champlain  where 
he  became  cashier  of  the  bank.  He  left  Champlain  in  1889,  going 
to  Gloversville  to  accept  the  position  of  cashier  of  the  Manufac- 
turers and  Merchants',  now  the  City  National  Bank.  Here  he 
served  for  seven  years,  becoming  City  Clerk  of  Gloversville  in 
October  1896.  This  position  he  held  for  eighteen  succeeding 
terms,  always  receiving  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, notwithstanding  various  changes  in  the  political  complexion  of 
that  body.  During  the  years  he  served  in  this  capacity  he  never 
had  an  opponent.  The  last  time  he  was  reappointed,  all  but  one 
ballot  was  for  ''Mr.  Stetson"  and  that  one  was  for  "The  Grand 
Old  Man." 

He  was  behind  his  desk  until  noon  of  the  day  he  died,  quietly, 
faithfully  doing  his  work  until  the  very  end;  "And  he  was  not,  for 
God  took  him." 

Regarding  his  home  life  there  is  little  to  say,  the  most  con- 
siderate of  husbands  —  a  father  always  interested  in  the  under- 
takings of  his  children,  sympathetic  in  their  misfortunes,  praiseful 
of  their  successes,  a  man  to  be  instantly  obeyed,  and  withal  so 
gentle,  so  kind,  so  loving,  verily  a  "Grand  Old  Man." 
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THE  STETSONS  OF  MANSFIELD,  CONN.,  1705,  AND 
OTSEGOTOWN,  N.  Y.,  1790. 

{From  Comet  Robert  Stetson  of  Scituate,  1634*,  t°  Albert  L. 
Stetson  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  1917.) 

By  Nelson  M.  Stetson. 

An  account  of  Cornet  Stetson  would  no  doubt  be  a  proper 
introduction  to  any  sketch  of  his  descendants,  but  the  Kindred 
have  already  become  so  familiar  with  his  history  that  this  seems 
unnecessary. 

The  following  is  the  story  of  Deacon  Samuel  Stetson  (oldest 
son  of  Sergeant  Samuel  of  Scituate)  and  his  descendants.  He  was 
one  of  the  Cornet's  lost  grandsons  of  whom  no  information  is  given 
either  in  the  ' 'Stetson  Records,"  or  the  town  and  church  records  of 
Scituate,  except  the  date  of  his  birth. 

"Sergeant"  Samuel  Stetson2  the  4th  son  of  Cornet  Robert  Stetson 
of  Scituate  and  Honor  his  wife,  was  born  in  Scituate,  June  1646, 
and  baptised  the  12th  of  July  following  by  Rev.  Wm.  Witherell, 
the  first  minister  of  the  2nd  Church  of  Scituate.  (2nd  Ch.  Tec.) 
He  married  Lydia  Hatch  Pickles.  ''Sergeant"  Samuel's  name 
appears  frequently  on  the  church  and  town  records,  and  he  was 
chosen  in  1703,  1719,  1720  and  1721,  to  make  the  rates  (assessor). 

From  an  old  deed  we  know  that  "Sergeant  Samuel"  was  interested 
in  the  sawmill  on  the  "3rd  Herring  Brook"  near  Church  Hill  below 
the  Cornet's  mill,  as  early  as  1692.  Three  generations  of  his 
descendants  succeeded  to  the  mill  —  Jonah  1st,  Jonah  2nd  and 
Micah,  all  prominent  citizens  of  Scituate,  and  this  mill  was  in  the 
family  for  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  although  during  a 
portion  of  this  time  the  Stockbridges  and  TifTanys  were  associated 
with  them.     For  over  a  century  it  was  known  as  Jonah's  Mill. 

In  the  year  1700,  the  Cornet  being  in  his  eighty-eighth  year 
deeded  to  his  "son  Samuel  the  land  on  which  the  said  Samuel  now 
dwells"  so  we  know  the  old  house  (see  cut)  was  occupied  by  Ser- 
geant Samuel  and  his  family  at  this  date.  As  Samuel  at  this 
time  had  been  married  twenty-two  years  and  already  had  a  family 
of  ten  children  we  naturally  suppose  he  built  the  house  about  the 
time  he  was  married  —  1678. 
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Mr.  Barry  tells  us  that  "Drummer  Samuel  Stetson"  who  kept 
an  "Ordinary"  on  Drinkwater  Road  in  Scituate  (afterwards  in 
Hanover)  was  the  oldest  son  of  Sergt.  Samuel  and  that  nothing 
was  known  of  Samuel  the  son  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Stetson  except  the 
date  of  his  birth.  Mr.  Barry  is  clearly  in  error,  for  in  the  division 
of  Capt.  Benjamin's  property  in  1715,  three  portions  of  land  are 
allotted  to  "his  son  Samuel"  and  one  of  these  is  described  as  "the 
fourteen  acres  near  the  Drinkwater  road."  Now  we  notice  that 
"Drummer  Saml.  Stetson"  built  his  house  on  Drinkwater  road  in 
1716,  the  year  after  Capt.  Benjamin's  estate  was  divided.  But 
the  most  conclusive  evidence  that  "Drummer"  Samuel  was  the 
son  of  Capt.  Benj.  is  the  account  of  Matthew  Stetson  grandson 
of  Capt.  Benj.  with  his  "  Uncle  Samuel  Stetson  Drumer"  in  1750. 
(See  Booklet  3,  p.  23). 

What  then,  became  of  Samuel  2nd,  son  of  Sergt.  Samuel?  We 
will  show  that  he  was  not  a  "Drumer"  at  all,  but  a  Deacon. 

Beginning  with  the  Scituate  records,  we  learn  that  Samuel 
Stetson  (oldest  son  of  Sergeant  Samuel),  was  born  in  Scituate, 
June  1679,  and  from  the  "Public  Records  of  Connecticut"  that 
Samuel  Stetson  bought  land  in  Mansfield,  Conn.,  in  1705.  The 
Barnstable  Records  tell  us  that  "Samuel  Stetson  of  Scituate" 
married  Mar.  11,  1712-13,  Desire  Dunham,  b.  Dec.  10,  1685,  the 
4th  child,  of  John  Dunham  (3d)*  deceased,  of  Barnstable,  while 
the  Records  of  Mansfield,  Conn.,  record  that  Deacon  Samuel 
Stetson  died  Jan.  4th,  1726-7  and  Desire  Stetson,  widow  and 
Relict  of  Dea.  Samuel  Stetson  died  Jan.  24th  1738-9. 

The  First  Church  of  Mansfield,  Conn.,  was  organized  Oct.  10, 
1710,  with  Eleazer  Williams  as  pastor,  and  eight  brethren.  Among 
these  eight  brethren  were  Shubael  Dimmock  (Deacon  in  1717) 
and  Samuel  Stetson,  who  was  Deacon  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
Jan.  4th,  1726-7.  The  church  records  incidentally  mention  that 
Deacon  Stetson's  pew  was  near  the  pulpit. 

*John  Dunham,  a  member  of  the  Plymouth  church  and  later  of  the  Barnstable 
church,  was  son  of  John  Dunham,  deacon  of  the  Plymouth  Church.  He  was 
born  in  1648,  d.  in  1696.  leaving  his  widow  Mary  an  estate  of  £223-sl3.  He 
married  Mar.  1,  1679,  Mary  dau.  of  Rev.  John  Smith  of  Barnstable. 

Rev.  John  Smith  of  B.  1643  —  "Friend  of  the  Quakers"  —  Deputy  from 
Barnstable  —  Pastor  of  the  Church  at  Sandwich  from  1673  to  1689.  His  wife 
was  Suzanna  Hinckley,  dau.  of  Samuel  Hinckley  and  sister  of  Thomas  Hinckley 
who  was  governor  of  Plymouth  Colony  for  eight  years. 
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The  children  of  Dea.  Samuel  Stetson3  and  Desire  Dunham 
Stetson  taken  from  the  Mansfield  Records  were  as  follows: 

1.  (Ensign)  Samuel  b.  Dec.  30,  1713,  d.  May  13,  1782. 

2.  Rebecca  b.  Apr.  27,  1716,  d.  1716. 

3.  (Lieut.)    Eli,   b.   Nov.   20,    1717,   m.   Mirriam,   widow  of 

Timothy  Dimmock,  Jr. 

4.  Mary,  b.  Nov.  21,  1719,  d.  single  in  1807. 

5.  Elizabeth,  b.  Jan.  18,  1721-2,  m.  Prince  Freeman,  Sept. 

15,  1742,  d.  Mar.  10,  1744,  leaving  no  children. 

6.  Rebecca,  b.  Oct.  6,  1724,  d.  1724. 

Lieut.  Eli  Stetson,  second  son  of  Dea.  Samuel,  m.  Mirriam 
Dimmock,  but  we  have  not  found  a  record  of  any  children.  On 
the  "Public  Records  of  Conn."  1773,  we  find  that  Mirriam  Stetson 
of  Mansfield,  County  of  Windham,  administered  to  the  estate  of 
"the  late  Eli  Stetson"  and  was  allowed  to  sell  enough  of  the  real 
estate  to  raise  £156  sl7.  to  pay  probate  charges.  From  the 
same  records  we  read  that  in  1752  "Eli  Stetson  was  commisioned 
Ensign  of  2nd  Company  5th  Regiment  in  this  Colony"  and  in  1756, 
"Eli  Stetson  was  commissioned  Lieutenant  2nd  Co.  5th  Reg.  in 
this  Colony." 

The  following  is  copied  from  "Conn.  State  Library  War,  7.59" 
"Conn.  French  and  Indian  War  rolls"  "Aug.  ye  10,  1757."  "Col. 
Conant's  return."  "The  following  is  a  Muster  Roll  of  ye  1st 
Company  of  Melitia.  .  .  .  5th  Reg.  Marched  to  succour.  Releece 
&  Assistance  of  ye  forces  under  Command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Webb,  at 
Fort  Edward  (and)  Fort  Wm.  Henry  .  .  .  put  under  the  Command 
of  Jonathan  Rudd  as  their  Captain  and  Lieut.  Eli  Stetson  as  their 
first  Lieutenant."  (2nd  Lieut.  Kingsbury  and  Ensign  Bicknell.) 
"Eli  Stetson  and  37  of  the  above  rode  horses  from  Windham." 

It  appears  from  the  public  records  of  Conn.,  1750,  that  Samuel 
Stetson  was  appointed  that  year  to  be  Ensign  of  the  2nd  Company 
5th  Regiment,  also  that  from  1765  to  1770  Samuel  Stetson  and 
Capt.  Samuel  Gurley  were  chosen  Deputies  from  Mansfield.  In 
1769  Samuel  Stetson  is  also  mentioned  as  one  of  the  selectmen. 

Ensign  Samuel  Stetson  (4)  the  oldest  son  of  Dea.  Samuel  and 
Desire  Dunham  Stetson,  m.  June  17,  1742,  Ann  Dimmock,  daugh- 
ter of  Timothy  and  Ann  Dimmock.  (Mansfield  Records). 
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ALBERT  L.   STETSON 

Los  Angeles  California. 
Ninth  generation  from  Cornet  Stetson  via  Sergeant  Samuel. 


ANNIE  SNYDER  STETSON 

Mrs.  Albert  L.  Stetson/2nd) 


We  make  no  apology  for  the  frequent  use  of  Military  titles. 
They  meant  much  in  those  days.  We  quote  the  following  from 
Chas.  Edwin  Boothe  in  the  Boston  Transcript  as  showing  the 
importance  of  such  titles  among  the  Colonists. 

" Military  titles  were  held  in  high  repute  among  the  Colonists. 
A  corporal  was  on  the  road  to  distinction.  A  sergeant  had  attained 
distinction  and  his  title  was  never  omitted.  An  ensign  or  a  lieu- 
tenant was  quite  lifted  above  the  heads  of  his  fellows  and  a  Captain 
was  a  man  of  the  highest  standing  and  influence  in  the  community. 
The  officers  of  the  train  band  ranked  next  to  the  minister  and 
deacon,  when  the  church  sittings  were  allotted  and  on  all  occasions 
they  took  precedence  of  the  untitled  multitude." 


The  present  "Mansfield  First  Society  Meeting-house ' 
Mansfield,  Conn. 

This  society  was  organized  Oct  10.  1710.     Deacon  Samuel  Stetson  being 
one  of  the  eight  original  members. 
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The  early  records  of  Mansfield  are  incomplete  and  in  absence 
of  information  concerning  Eli  and  Samuel,  it  was  very  satisfactory  to 
learn  from  the  state  records  that  Eli  was  First  Lieutenant  and 
Samuel  Ensign  of  the  Mansfield  Company;  also  that  Samuel  repre- 
sented his  town  at  least  four  years  as  deputy  to  the  Colony  govern- 
ment, beside  being  Selectman;  from  which  we  have  a  right  to 
assume  that  they  were  leading  men  in  Mansfield  one  hundred  and 
sixty  years  ago. 

The  children  of  Ensign  Samuel  Stetson  (4)  and  Ann  Dimmock 
Stetson  were  recorded  in  Mansfield  as  follows: 
Timothy,  b.  June  23,  1743-4 
Desire,  b.  June  29,  1746 

Desire  Stetson  m.  Nathaniel  Southworth  Jr.,  a  descendant  of 
Captain  Constant  Southworth  (a  stepson  of  Gov.  Wm.  Bradford 
of  Plymouth)  and  six  children  are  recorded  on  the  Mansfield 
records. 

1.  Lois  b.  Aug.  25,  1765 

2.  Eleazer  b.  Dec.  29,  1768 

3.  Anne  b.  Apr.  17,  1773 

4.  Eunice  b.  Jan.  16,  1776 

5.  Ozias  b.  Sept.  18,  1778 

6.  Samuel  Stetson  b.  Aug.  3,  1786 

(7.  Gurley  b. ?     From  Southworth  records). 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  Desire  named  a  son  Samuel  Stet- 
son Southworth  also  one  of  her  daughters  Eunice  and  another 
Lois  the  names  of  the  Cornet's  two  daughters,  we  can  not 
believe  this  to  have  been  by  chance. 

Timothy  Stetson  (5)  son  of  Ensign  Samuel  and  Ann  Dimmock 
Stetson,  married  Jan.  2nd,  1766  Zeruiah  Church  daughter  of 
John  Church.     (Mansfield   Vital    Records) 

Timothy  Stetson  served  in  the  Revolution  as  a  private  in 
1778.  (See  "Record  of  Connecticut  men  in  the  War  of  the  Rev- 
olution" P.  526.) 

Ensign  Samuel  being  the  only  son  of  Dea.  Samuel  to  have  male 
offspring,  and  Timothy  the  only  son  of  Ensign  Samuel,  it  rested 
with  Timothy  and  Zeruiah  alone  to  continue  the  name  Stetson  in 
the  line  of  Dea.  Samuel.  This  they  proceeded  to  do  with  the 
following  excellent  result: 
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Children  of  Timothy5  and  Zeruiah  Church  Stetson  —  from 
Mansfield  records. 

Mary  b.  Oct.  24,  1766,  d.  Apr.  14,  1767 

Eli  b.  June  28,  1768 

Anson  b.  Dec.  27,  1769 

Mary,  b.  Mar.  11,  1771 

Samuel,  b.  June  20,  1773 

Amasa,  b.  Jan.  29,  1775 

John,  b.  Mar.  17,  1777 

Zeruiah,  b.  Mar.  30,  1779 

Asa,  b.  Sept.  7,  1781 

Oliver,  b.  Oct.  21,  1783 

Anna,  b.  June  9,  1786 
After  the  birth  of  Anna  in  1786  no  further  mention  of  Timothy 
or  any  of  his  family  is  made  on  the  Mansfield  Vital  records,  but 
in  the  U.  S.  Census  of  N.  Y.  State,  1790  we  find  Timothy  Stetson 
of  Otsegotown,  Montgomery  Co.,  having  2  sons  over  16  years, 
4  sons  under  16,  and  3  daughters,  and  note  the  significant  fact  that 
if  Timothy  of  Mansfield,  1786,  had  lost  one  of  his  sons  by  death 
either  before  or  after  leaving  Mansfield,  his  family  would  exactly 
correspond  with  the  family  of  Timothy  of  Otsegotown  1790,  both 
in  number  of  male  and  female  and  even  to  the  fact  that  two  of 
his  oldest  boys  were  over  sixteen.  This  in  itself  would  seem  to 
prove  them  identical.* 

Our  search  for  the  arrival  of  Timothy  in  N.  Y.  State  was  thus 
far  unsuccessful  but  among  the  early  land  transfers  in  Montgom- 
ery Co.,  N.  Y.,  we  found  the  name  of  Timothy  of  Otsego,  in  1794. 
We  also  found  Eli,  Oliver  and  Samuel,  and  no  other  Stetsons  except 
those  of  whom  we  have  previous  knowledge.  Again  —  one  trans- 
fer was  to  Eli  Stetson  (Timothy's  oldest  son)  from  his  cousins 
Saml.  Stetson  Southworth  and  Gurley  Southworth  all  of  whom  we 
know  were  from  Mansfield,  Conn. 

We  recently  received  from  Mr.  Albert  L.  Stetson  of  Los  Angeles, 
Cal.,  a  letter  in  which  he  said  he  would  be  pleased  to  join  the  Stet- 
son Kindred  organization  provided  it  could  be  proved  that  Tie  was 
a  descendant  of  the  veteran  Cornet  Robert  Stetson  of  Scituate; 
but  his  only  knowledge  of  his  father's  people  was  contained  in  a 

♦Positive  proof  of  this  was  later  discovered  in  the  Mansfield  Land  Records. 
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letter  written  to  his  father  Geo.  Stetson  in  1887,  by  his  grand- 
father John  Stewart  Stetson  of  Farmington,  111.,  then  in  his  eighty- 
third  year.     The  letter  was  as  follows : 

"My  grandfather's  name  I  do  not  know,  but  he  moved  to  Pitts- 
field,  N.  Y.,  about  1800,  I  think,  from  Connecticut  and  died 
in  1806.  He  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  sons'  names 
being  Eli,  Samuel,  one  whose  name  I  do  not  remember  and  Oliver 
the  youngest,  who  was  my  father.  In  1804  Oliver  being  20 
years  old"  (and  Oliver  of  Mansfield  would  not  have  been  21  until 
Oct.  21st  of  this  year)  "married  Mary  Stewart,  age  16  daughter 
of  John  Stewart.  In  the  Fall  of  1804,  Oliver  started  on  horseback 
with  two  other  men  for  New  Orleans  and  never  returned.  It  was 
reported  that  he  died  there  in  1819." 

"I  (John  Stewart  Stetson)  was  born  on  Jan.  10,  1805  —  was 
raised  by  my  grandfather  John  Stewart,  and  became  a  carpenter 
and  later  in  1828  opened  a  store  in  Stetsonville,  ran  it  until  the 
Fall  of  1855  (27  yrs.)  when  I  moved  to  Farmington,  111.  My 
mother  died  in  Alleghany  Co.  in  1851,  aged  63  years." 

Unquestionably  the  Oliver  described  in  this  letter  as  being  20 
years  of  age  in  1804  —  and  having  brothers  Eli  and  Samuel,  and 
whose  father  came  from  Connecticut  —  was  Oliver^,  the  son  of 
Timothy  and  Zeruiah. 

Oliver's  conduct  certainly  seems  unworthy  of  his  family  tradi- 
tions, but  the  fact  remains  as  related  by  his  only  son,  that  he  left 
his  youthful  wife  Mary,  and  started  on  a  long  journey  only  two 
months  before  their  son  was  born.  Oliver  was  the  10th  child 
— the  7th  and  youngest  son  of  his  parents — the  son  of  their  old  age ; 
probably  the  favorite  son;  possibly  the  spoiled  child.  Not  know- 
ing the  circumstances  under  which  Oliver  made  this  journey 
perhaps  it  is  well  not  to  judge  him  too  hastily. 

We  find  on  the  land  records  of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  that 
Oliver  on  June  24,  1804  —  presumably  about  the  time  he  was 
married  —  bought  a  5  acre  lot  in  Pittsfield  (Otsegotown)  for  which 
he  paid  $325.  On  Nov.  13  in  this  same  year  he  sold  these  5  acres 
for  the  same  consideration,  and  as  this  was  "late  in  the  fall  of 
1804"  we  presume  he  immediately  started  on  the  long  journey 
from  which  he  never  returned.* 

*See  note  at  end  of  this  sketch  — Page  75. 
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Not  fully  satisfied  with  what  we  had  learned  of  the  Stetsons  of 
Mansfield,  we  resolved  to  visit  Mansfield,  and  personally  search 
the  records  for  information  of  Deacon  Samuel  Stetson.  As  a 
result  we  not  only  verified  the  foregoing  statements  but  added 
much  to  our  knowledge  of  the  good  Deacon  and  his  family. 

On  the  Mansfield  land  records  (Spring  Hill,  Book  1,  Page  83), 
we  found  that  on  Nov.  2nd,  1705,  Samuel  Stetson  purchased  of 
Saml.  Storrs,  Jr.,  for  "a  reasonable  sum  of  money"  a  tract  of 
land  "by  estimation  nine  acres."  It  was  near  "Dea.  Dimmock's 
home  lot"  near  "the  pond"  and  near  "the  Commons." 

On  Jan.  11,  1708,  John  Ross  "in  consideration  of  one  yoak  of 
oxen  to  me  delivered  by  Samuel  Stetson"  sells  him  a  tract  of  land 
containing  "by  estimation  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres."  (Book 
1,  Page  140.) 

On  Feb.  4,  1709,  Samuel  Stetson  is  allotted  6  acres  "on  the 
East  side  of  Nachauge  river"  "being  a  part  of  ye  fifth  Alotment 
on  ye  Crotch  and  by  Draught  ye  twelvth  choice  to  be  layed  out 
in  Mansfield  According  to  ye  Last  Voat  or  agreement  of  ye  pro- 
prietors."    (B.  1,  P.  114). 

So  much  for  the  Deacon's  earlier  possessions  in  Mansfield. 

On  the  Mansfield  Prob.  Rec.  kept  at  Willimantic  (B.  1,  P.  162), 
we  find  "A  true  inventory  of  all  the  chattels  &  Credits  of  Dea. 
Samuel  Stetson,  Deceased,  prized  at  Mansfield  Feb.  25,  1726-7  as 
followeth" 

There  were  over  300  items  —  we  mention  only  a  few.  Among 
the  articles  of  clothing  we  notice: 

"Item,  a  silken  necke  cloath 
a  pair  of  gloves 
a  payr  of  shos 
buckles 
leather  briches 

Most  of  these  articles  were  duplicated  several  times,  in  short 
there  was  evidence  that  the  deacon  could  dress  as  befitted  his 
station.  The  only  reference  made  to  any  of  his/Scituate  relatives 
was  to  a  debt  of  £1  18s  6d,  due  from  Nathaniel  Stetson.  Nathaniel 
was  the  deacon's  youngest  brother  (the  youngest  son  of  Sergeant 
Samuel)  who  was  at  this  time  26  years  of  age  and  living  in  Scituate, 
Mass. 

61 


£ 

8 

d 

0 

8 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

5 

0 

"Item  —  The  farm,  all  ye  land,  fences  and  orchards,  £800 

"Item  —  ye  mill  and  all  ye  tools  proparly  belonging  to  it  £43" 

"Item  —  To  ye  little  hows  bult  by  ye  mill  &  what  was  prizd 

thare  £4." 

"Ye  stock  £  s  d 

a  yoak  of  oxen  12  0  0 

two  year  3  oalds  stears  7  0  0 

an  old  cow  4  10  0 

a  pied  heffar  4  5  0 

black  heffar  4  0  0 

A  black  cow  4  5  0 

a  roen  cow  4  0  0 

2  two  year  old  huffars  5  0  0 

two  yearlings  a  piece  15  0 

The  old  mayr  with  yearling  colt  13  0  0 

a  Roan  Mayr  12  0  0 

a  white  nose  mayr  with  her  colt  12  0  0 

a  roan  Mayr  with  hur  colt  11  0  0 

a  two  year  old  hors  5  0  0 

black  mayr  &  hur  colt  15  0  0 

Thirty  four  Shep  and  lambs  12  5  0 

But  the  most  interesting  of  all  is  the  Deacon's  library.     We  can 
almost  smell  the  sulphurous  smoke  as  we  read 

"Ye  books 

Ye  practis  of  piety 

Ye  whol  duty  of  man 

Ye  Dolful  state  of  ye  Damned 

psalm  books 

Pastorial  doctrins 

Church  government  vindicated 

Rethmetic 

latin  Dexanery 

Tuemon 

Josephas 

Help  to  Discors 

Gourdtarys-quid 

Resaruah 

favors  book 
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All  that  remains  of  the  home  of  Desire  Stetson  Southworth  1764, 

Around  this  old  chimney  Desire  brought  up  her  family  of  seven  children. 
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musick  to  order  of  ye  gospel 

tocken  for  mourners 

ye  mothers  blessing 

ye  voice  of  God  in  stormy  winds 
In  short  there  was  everything  to  indicate  that  the  farm  was  well 
equipped,  and  the  good  Deacon  'Veil  to  do"   "well  dressed"  and 
'Veil  read." 

The  Division  of  Dea.  Samuel's  estate  we  have  not  found,  but 
on  the  records  at  Willimantic  (B.  11,  P.  35,  1783)  we  find  the 
inventory  of  the  estate  of  his  son  Ensign  Samuel  Stetson,  oldest 
son  of  Dea.  Samuel.  Ensign  Samuel  left  a  very  valuable  estate 
appraised  at  £2329  13s  3d.     We  give  only  a  very  few  of  the  items. 

£     s     d 
"Item  —  In  gold  and  silver  coin  9     15  10 

"Item  —  Farm  of  land  containing  400  acres  housing 

barns  &c.  1400 

There  were  "doubtful  notes"  to  the  Amt.  of  437 

"Item  —  Yi  pew  in  the  meeting  House  and  chairs 

in  same.  2     17  0 

We  also  find  the  division  of  this  estate  in  1783  (B.  11,  P.  195)  in 
which  the  widow  Anna  is  given  "her  thirds."  "Timothy  a  double 
portion"  and  Desire  the  remainder.  The  land  "set  out  to  ye 
widow"  is  described  as  "near  the  Middle  of  the  principal  farm  on 
the  Northerly  side  of  the  highway  leading  from  the  bridge  called 
Stetson  s  Bridge  over  the  Nachaug  River7 

Desire's  portion  consisted  of  100  acres  on  the  southerly  side  of 
said  highway  —  between  Tower  Hill  road  and  the  river  —  and  18 
acres  opposite  their  "dwelling  house  and  shop"  near  the  "Rev. 
Richard  Salter's  land"  also  the  21  acres  called  "The  great  Inter- 
vale" "notherly  from  said  highway"  and  near  the  bridge. 

On  July  16,  1784  (Mansfield  Rec.  Spring  Hill  B.  10,  P.  100) 
Timothy  sells  for  "£600  lawful  money"  his  estate  "lying  on  the 
Easterly  part  of  the  1st  Society  in  Mansfield"  "containing  218 
acres."  One  of  the  boundaries  is  "the  land  of  Rev.  Richard  Salter" 
another  "the  Nauchauge  river,"  "about  three  miles  Easterly  of  the 
sd.  Mansfield  first  society  meeting  house"  "the  farms  which  came 
to  me  by  descent  from  my  honored  father  Samuel  Stetson."     When 
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next  sold  in  1820,  the  boundaries  remain  the  same.  This  estate  is 
now  in  the  town  of  Chaplin  and  in  possession  of  thrifty  German 
emigrants. 

Timothy  gave  several  other  deeds  about  this  time  showing  that 
he  held  real  estate  beside  that  received  from  his  father,  but  to  us 
the  most  valuable  discovery  of  all  was  the  following  from  Mansfield 
Records  (B.  11,  P.  397)  "May  4th,  1789,  I,  Timothy  Stetson  of 
Cooper  s  Pattent,  N.  Y."  (Otsegotown  and  Pittsfield  were  divisions 
of  "Cooper's  Pattent")  sells  to  his  sister  Desire —  "all  my  right, 
title,  interest,  portion,  and  proportion"  in  his  mother's  share  in  his 
father's  estate.  This  of  course  proves  absolutely  that  Timothy  of 
Mansfield,  Conn.,  1787  and  Timothy  of  Otsegotown,  N.  Y.  (N.  Y. 
Census,  1790)  were  the  same. 

Having  exhausted  the  records  we  hastily  made  our  way  to  the 
locality  described  as  "about  3  miles  Easterly  of  the  sd.  Mansfield 
first  Society's  meeting  house"  and  lo  we  were  at  "Bedlam  Corners." 
Surely  there  was  nothing  in  this  peaceful  valley  of  the  Natchaug  to 
suggest  this  dreadful  name.  For  a  time  there  seemed  little  pros- 
pect of  locating  the  Stetson  farms  from  these  old  deeds  —  distance 
and  direction  everywhere  conflicted,  and  no  one  in  "Bedlam" 
had  ever  heard  of  Dea.  Stetson  or  any  of  his  family.  Alas,  how 
soon  are  we  forgotten. 

Later  however,  we  fortunately  discovered  "Charlie  Ross"  (from 
whose  ancestor  in  1708  the  Deacon  had  purchased  the  130  acres 
for  "a  yoak  of  oxen").  From  Mr.  Ross  we  learned  that  the  present 
road  had  been  built  since  the  days  of  the  Revolution  and  that  the 
"highway'  of  1783  was  now  "the  lane'  and  "Stetson  s  Bridge' 
now  "The  Old  Ford."  The  Deacon's  farms  were  now  easily  and 
accurately  located. 

It  must  have  been  a  sad  day  at  "Bedlam  Corners"  when  Timothy 
took  his  fortune  —  upwards  of  £1000  ■ —  and  with  Zeruiah  and  the 
ten  children  —  and  probably  his  cattle  and  household  goods  — 
said  goodbye  forever  to  the  home  of  his  fathers  and  slowly  made 
his  way  over  the  hills  200  miles  to  the  westward. 
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John  Stewart  Stetson7  b.  at  Pittsfield,  N.  Y.,  grandson  of  Timo- 
thy5 and  only  son  of  Oliver6  and  Mary,  was  apprenticed  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  years  to  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  At  sixteen  he  was 
"converted,"  united  with  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  "Butternut 
Valley"  and  a  few  years  later  was  made  a  deacon.  Deacon  Stetson 
married  Eliza  Robinson  whose  family  originally  came  from  Lurry, 
Ireland,  and  they  had  a  family  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters, 
all  of  whom  with  one  exception,  lived  to  mature  age. 

In  1828  Deacon  Stetson  opened  a  "General  Store"  in  the  town 
of  New  Lisbon,  N.  Y.,  (a  part  of  Cooper's  Patent)  here  he  flour- 
ished for  twenty-six  years  doing  a  very  successful  business,  built 
what  was  considered  an  "elegant"  home  and  brought  up  his  large 
family.     The  village  is  still  known  as  Stetsonville. 

In  1854  Deacon  Stetson  sold  all  his  possessions  in  Stetsonville 
and  like  his  grandfather  Timothy,  moved  to  the  far  west  with  all 
his  family,  following  his  ambitious  son  George,  who  had  already 
established  himself  in  Farmington,  111.  Deacon  Stetson  in  company 
with  his  second  son,  David  R.,  was  soon  doing  a  prosperous  business 
in  Farmington.  In  1861  they  sold  the  business  to  his  son  George 
and  retired. 

George  Stetson8  the  oldest  son  of  Dea.  John,  finished  his  education 
by  attending  for  one  year  the  Hartwick  Seminary  near  Stetson- 
ville, then  clerked  in  his  father's  store  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  of  age.  In  the  fall  of  1851  he  went  to  Farmington,  111. 
Here  for  a  time  he  taught  school,  on  a  salary  of  nine  dollars  a 
month,  boarding  around  in  the  old  fashioned  way  at  the  homes  of 
his  pupils. 

In  the  spring  of  1852,  following,  he  organized  the  Dry  Goods 
firm  of  Stetson- Wells  and  later  became  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous merchants  and  bankers  in  that  section.  In  1865  he  orga- 
nized the  only  bank  in  Farmington  under  the  firm  name  of  Stetson 
-Caldwell  and  in  1868  a  grocery  and  hardware  business  known 
as  Stetson-Taylor;  for  a  number  of  years  he  managed  and 
directed  these  three  separate  enterprises. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Stetson  had  invested  heavily  in  "wild 
lands"  in  Northwestern  Iowa,  Northeastern  Nebraska  and  South- 
western Minnesota,  which  he  had  improved  and  cultivated  on  a 
very  extensive  scale  until  he  had  5000  acres  under  cultivation. 
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These  lands  at  length  demanded  so  much  of  his  time  and  attention 
that  in  1878  he  sold  out  all  his  interests  in  Farmington  and  moved 
to  Storm  Lake,  la.,  in  the  vicinity  of  these  lands.  Here  he  resided 
until  1884  at  which  time  he  moved  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  where 
his  oldest  son,  Albert  L.,  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery 
business. 

Dea.  George  Stetson  died  in  Sioux  City  in  1895  at  which  time 
he  owned  and  operated  43  improved  farms.  In  New  York  state 
he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  near  Stetsonville  but 
in  Farmington  he  had  united  with  the  Congregationalists  and  in 
1860  was  made  Deacon  and  was  later  Deacon  of  the  Congregational 
Churches  in  Storm  Lake  and  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  Deacon  Stetson 
was  always  a  very  liberal  contributor  to  every  good  cause. 

Albert  L.  Stetson9,  oldest  son  of  Dea.  George,  was  born  at  Farm- 
ington, 111.  and  was  associated  with  his  father  in  land  improvement 
at  Storm  Lake  until  1882  when  he  went  to  Sioux  City  and  entered 
the  wholesale  grocery  business  as  the  "Co."  of  E.  C.  Palmer  &  Co., 
four  years  later  incorporated  as  The  Tolerton-Stetson  Co.  with 
Mr.  Stetson  as  treasurer.  Nineteen  years  later  —  in  1901  —  he 
sold  his  stock  in  this  company  and  moved  to  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia. Thus  we  see  it  had  taken  the  descendants  of  Cornet 
Stetson  via  his  son  Samuel  265  years  to  cross  the  continent  — 
(Scituate,  Mass.,  1634;  Mansfield,  Conn.,  1705;  Pittsfield,  N.  Y., 
1787;  Farmington,  111.,  1851;  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  via  Storm  Lake, 
1882  and  Los  Angeles,  Cal..  1901). 

Mr.  A.  L.  Stetson's  sister,  Mary  Eliza  Stetson  has  completed 
the  circuit  by  marrying  in  1910  Col.  James  J.  Harrison  and  going 
to  Brandesburton  Hall,  East  Yorkshire,  Eng.,  to  live  near  the  prob- 
able birthplace  of  Cornet  Stetson  in  1613. 

During  his  long  residence  in  Sioux  City,  Mr.  Stetson  was  con- 
nected with  many  other  lines  of  business,  being  President  of  the 
American  National  Bank,  Director  of  the  Natl.  Bank  of  Sioux  City, 
Director  and  Trustee  of  the  Central  Stock  Yards  Co.,  and  Direc- 
tor in  the  Knapp  &  Spaulding  Co.,  Wholesale  Hardware  Dealers. 

On  removing  to  Los  Angeles  in  1901,  Mr.  Stetson  again  entered 
the  wholesale  grocery  business  and  is  President  of  the  Stetson- 
Barrett  Co.  He  is  also  President  and  Treasurer  of  the  Grocers' 
Building  Co.,  and  Vice  Pres.  of  the  Standard  Leasing  Co.     He  is 
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Thomas  Carne  Stetson  of  Nordhoff,  California. 

Eleventh  generation  from  Cornet  Stetson  via  Sergeant  Samuel. 

Unless  he  should  later  have  brothers  he  will  be  the  only  one  to  continue  the 

name  Stetson  in  the  line  of  Deacon  John  Stewart  Stetson. 


active  in  civic  affairs,  being  a  member  of  the  City  Club,  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Municipal  League,  and  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Los  Angeles  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

The  only  son  of  Albert  L.  Stetson  died  at  the  age  of  six  years, 
but  Mr.  Stetson's  brother  Henry  Elmer,  second  son  of  Dea.  George 
was  more  fortunate  and  has  living,  an  only  son,  Guy  Thomas 
Stetson10,  born  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  Feb.  25,  1884,  who  removed 
to  Nordhoff  in  the  Ojai  Valley,  California,  with  his  father  in  1896. 
Guy  Thomas  Stetson  graduated  from  the  Thacher  School  at  Nord- 
hoff, and  in  1906  from  Yale  College;  he  then  went  to  Peoria,  111., 
and  entered  the  "Commercial  German  National  Bank."  Three 
years  later,  in  1909,  he  returned  to  Nordhoff  in  the  Ojai  Valley, 
where  he  now  resides,  and  purchased  the  Orange  and  Olive  Ranch, 
which  his  father  had  cultivated  for  so  many  years. 

Thomas  Came  Stetson11,  (see  cut),  the  only  son  of  Guy  Thomas, 
and  Inez  Carne  Stetson,  was  born  Jan.  12th,  1914,  and  is  the  only 
direct  male  descendant  of  Deacon  John  Stewart  Stetson  to  per- 
petuate the  name  Stetson  in  this  branch  of  the  family. 

DESCENDANTS   OF   DEACON   JOHN   STEWART  STETSON 

John  Stewart  Stetson7  the  only  son  of  Oliver6  (Timothy5,  Ensign  Samuel4,  Deacon 
Samuel3,  Sergeant  Samuel2,  Cornet  Robert1)  and  Mary  Stewart  Stetson  was  born 
in  the  township  of  Pittsfield,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  10,  1805.  He  died  in  Farmington,  111., 
June  29,  1892  aged  87  yrs.  He  married  Eliza  Robinson,  b.  Oct.  4,  1802.  She 
died  Feb.  9,  1863.  They  had  seven  children  as  follows  all  born  in  Stetsonville, 
a  village  in  New  Lisbon,  N.  Y. 

I.  Mary  Jane  Stetson  dau.  of  John  and  Eliza  was  b.  Aug.  23,  1827,  d.  Sept.  25, 
1849. 

II.  George  Stetson,  son  of  John  and  Eliza,  was  b.  Nov.  30,  1829,  d.  Oct.  9,  1895 
Married  Dec.  7,  1854  Louise  Reismger  (b.  May  19,  1830  d.  Aug.  23,  1894). 

1.  Albert  L.  Stetson,  b.  Oct.  8,  1855,  m.  Feb.  14,  1877,   Fannie  H.  Taylor. 

(1)  Edna  Haskill  Stetson,  b.  Mar.  8,  1878,  d.  Nov.  1,  1915,  m.  Aug. 
2,  1904,  George  E.  Paddleford  —  one  son,  Geo.  Stetson  Paddleford 
b.  Aug.  7,  1908. 

(2)  Albert  Leigh  Stetson,  b.  July  3,  1879,  d.  May  8,  1884. 

(3)  Florence  Taylor  Stetson,  b.  Dec.  24,  1885,  m.  Aug.  7,  1906,  George 
Emmott  Hazard.  Children  —  Virginia  Stetson  Hazard,  b.  July  31, 
1908.  George  Emmott  Hazard,  b.  May  21,  1910.  Barbara  Hazard 
b.  July  2,  1916. 

(4)  Mary  Eugene  Stetson,  b.  May  2,  1890,  m.  May  27,  1915.  Harrison 
M.  Cassell.  Children,  James  Harrison,  b.  Mar.  26,  1916,  and  Albert 
Leigh  Stetson,  b.  June  3,  1917. 

2.  Henry  Elmer  Stetson,  b.  Apr.  20,   1861,  m.  May  23,   1883  Hattie   T. 
Marsh. 

73 


MARY  STETSON  HARRISON 

Mistress  of  Brandesburton  Hall,  Hull,  England. 
Ninth  generation  from  Cornet  Stetson. 


(1)     Guy  Thomas  Stetson,  b.  Feb.  25,  1884,  m.  Aug.  14,  1912,  Inez 
Carne,  one  child,  Thomas  Carne  Stetson,  (see  cut)  b.  Jan.  12,  1914. 
3.    Mary  Eliza  Stetson,  b.  June  15,  1866,  m.  Nov.  19,  1910,  James  J.  Harri- 
son of  BrandesbUrton  Hall,  East  Yorkshire,  Eng.     No  children. 

III.  David  R.  Stetson,  son  of  John  and  Eliza,  b.  Dec.  5,  1831,  d.   Oct.  18,  1894, 
m.  June  14,  1859,  Asenath  Larkin. 

1.  Frank  L.  Stetson,  b.  Aug.  27,  1860,  m.  July  5,    1899,  Anna  Petrie,  no 
children. 

IV.  Fanny  M.  Stetson,  dau.  of  John  and  Eliza,  b.  May  8,  1834,  d.  Mar.  1,  1911, 
m.  Sept.  19,  1865,  Dr.  John  Gregory. 

1.   John  Lee  Stetson  Gregory  b.  Aug.  21,  1868,  m.   May  9,  1900,  Katherine 
Edwards  Rutherford. 

(1)  Lida  Margaret  Gregory,  b.  Jan.  26,  1902. 

(2)  Lee  Rutherford  Gregory,  b.  June  3,  1909. 

2.  Lida  Margaret  Gregory,  b.  Oct.  7,  1871,  m.  Oct.  6,  1909,  Charles  Temple 
Hardinger,  of  Seattle,  Wash. 

3.  Charles  Sumner  Gregory,  b.  Dec.  9,  1874. 

V.  Sallie  Ann  Stetson,  dau.  of  John  and  Eliza,  b.  May  6,  1836,  d.  June  8,   1917, 
m.  June  30th,  1859,  Lacell  Yates. 

1.  Fannie  Eliza  Yates,  b.  Dec.  2,  1864,  d.  Oct.  16,  1908,  m.  Aug.  9,  1888, 
Norman  Edwin  Jacobs.     No  children. 

2.  Amber  Minerva  Yates,  b.  Dec.  4,  1872,  m.  Aug.  21,  1902,  Arthur  Keetch. 
One  child. 

(1)     Florence  Yates,  b.  May  1,  1907. 

VI.  Charles  A.  Stetson,  son  of  John  and  Eliza,  b.  May  4,  1840,  d.  Oct.  25, 1911, 

m.  May  8,  1862,  Amanda  Caldwell. 

1.  Nellie  E.  Stetson,  b.  Feb.  27,  1871,  d.  Mar.  23,  1912,  m.  Oct.  10,  1889 , 
Frank  E.  Yates.     One  child. 

(1)     Charles  George  Yates,  b.  July  15,  1890. 

2.  Linn  R.  Stetson  (now  of  Co.  I,  21st  Inf.  Calexico,  Cal.)  b.  Feb.   15,  1879. 
Not  married. 

VII.  John  Lee  Stetson,  son  of  John  and  Eliza,  b.  Jan.  7,  1846,  d.  Oct.  10,  1893. 
Never  married. 

NOTE— See  page  59  —last  paragraph. 

*Since  writing  the  above,  several  letters  of  which  we  had  no  previous  knowledge 
written  by  Oliver  after  his  departure,  have  come  into  our  possession.  From 
these  letters  we  gather  that  Mary  being  very  homesick  persuaded  Oliver  — 
very  much  against  his  will  —  to  sell  their  new  home  on  the  frontier  and  return 
with  her  to  her  father's  house.  A  few  days  later  Oliver-  left  the  country  on 
horseback. 

In  these  letters  he  repeatedly  reproaches  himself  —  avows  his  love  for  his 
family  and  expresses  deep1  sorrow  for  bringing  disgrace  upon  his  parents.  Never- 
theless he  stoutly  declares  that  he  will  never  return  until  able  to  make  restitu- 
tion. 

In  the  first  letter,  written  to  a  friend  of  the  family,  referring  to  Mary,  he  says: 

"It  would  have  been  better  to  condescend  to  her  singular  notions  than  to  left 
her,  for  I  sincerely  loved  her  as  I  did  my  life.  ...  I  have  wished  ten  thousand 
times  that  I  was  back  .  .  .  but  alas  it  is  too  late  to  recall  things  past  and  gone. 

75 


CJ 


Q 


< 

o 
to 

G       1! 

h4 

rri 

Si    o. 

O 

>> 

£ 

*5 

CD     05 

w 

<u 

o    S 

^ 

> 

o    c 

J 

co 

y  X 

hJ 

X 

—    c 

!-> 

-a 

c 

— .      CO 

>  .a 

w 

03 

CD   £ 

x  < 

o 

„ 

X 

he  V 

^ 

a  H 

hJ 

3     C 

<1 

7j    ts 

ffi 

co 

•-      TO 

a 

i-   T3 

£ 

rt 

rt     o3 

o 

—' 

o      .. 
O     CO 

H 

U 

O     i- 
ro    oJ 

^ 

o 

S   g 

D 

CD 

o  53 

CO 

o 

X! 

to.  .3 

W 

CD 

c  -* 

« 

s 

cj   |X 

£ 

CO 

CD     OJ 

<J 

CD 

r 

is  ~ 

(^ 

H 

CD     O 

ffl 


be 

c 
W 


.  .  .  Why  should  I  stain  my  character  with  such  a  stain  that  never  will  wash 
off.  Why  should  I  hurt  the  feelings  of  my  parents  in  such  a  way  that  they  will 
say  when  conversing  of  their  children,  that  they  have  lived  to  see  their  son 
settled  in  the  world,  and  now  he  has  ruined  himself  and  wounded  our  tender 
hearts." 

In  the  letter  written  to  his  brother  Samuel,  dated  "Newport,  State  of  Ken- 
tucky on  the  Ohio  River  five  hundred  miles  below  Pittsburg,  January  9th  A.  D. 
1807"  he  writes: 

"Dear  Brother:  ...  I  must  inform  you  that  I  have  heard  of  the  death  of  our 
Father.  .  .  .  Sometimes  I  reflect  on  my  conduct  toward  him  when  he  wrote 
me  the  last  letter,  advising  me  to  return  to  the  embraces  of  my  friends,  if  not  to 
write  him  as  quick  as  possible,  but  I  still  neglected  writing  until  his  days  were 
ended  and  he  entered  into  eternity  where  I  no  more  can  behold  his  face  or  make 
acknowledgments  ,for  my  ingratitude  to  him." 

In  this  letter  he  tells  Samuel  of  his  adventures  after  leaving  home  —  at  one 
time  he  "attended  school  to  study  arithmetic"  —  at  another  he  became  foreman 
in  a  mill  "to  keep  the  books  of  the  work  and  lay  off  work  for  the  hands."  A 
great  freshet  completely  destroyed  the  mill  and  he  lost  his  wages. 

The  last  letter  was  dated  at  "Kentucky  State,  Newport,  27th  May,  1807" 
and  addressed  to  his  father-in-law  John  Stewart,  Pittsfield,  N.  Y. 

"Honored  Father  and  Mother  —  In  answer  to  your  letter  ...  I  take  my 
pen  in  hand  calm  and  desolate  to  inform  you  that  I  am  still  in  the  land  of  the 
living  .  .  . 

It  is  now  two  years  and  upwards  I  have  been  wandering  through  this  very 
dreary  world  and  have  not  yet  met  with  one  moment's  real  pleasure  or  satis- 
faction. .  .  .  Pray  pardon  and  think  no  more  of  my  past  follies, 
as  I  am  determined  for  the  future  to  act  justly  with  all  mankind  —  so  far  as 
my  dealings  may  extend.  I  once  thought  I  was  beliked  and  respected  by  all 
my  acquaintances,  but  alas,  my  reputation  is  blasted  and  I  am  cut  short  from 
all  my  former  expectations  except  I  should  accumulate  property  and  return  and 
pay  off  all  my  debts  and  retrieve  my  character  by  so  doing. 

May  it  please  the  auspicious  Eye  to  cast  a  glympse  on  my  gloomy  situation 
and  enable  me  to  fulfill  my  dreams.  The  death  of  my  father  and  sister  was 
very  alarming  to  me.  ..." 

Dear  Sir:  please  to  take  particular  care  of  your  little  grandson,  and  my  consort, 
if  it  should  please  the  Omnipotent  Power  that  foreruleth  all  things  to  cut  me 
short  from  my  expectations  so  I  should  never  return. 

Perhaps  it  would  be  some  pleasure  for  you  to  know  .  .  .  although  I  am  deso- 
late from  the  admonition  of  a  father,  I  am  not  from  the  advice  and  friendships 
of  all  my  acquaintances.  .   .   . 

Sir:   I  remain  your  dutiful  son  and  sincere  friend  till  death, 

Oliver  Stetson," 
And  then  the  postscript  to  Mrs.  Mary  Stetson 

"Respected  Madam:" 

"I  received  your  letter  with  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  find  that  you  and 
our  little  son  are  in  good  health,  likewise  to  find  that  you  wish  to  spend  your 
days  with  me  and  be  happy  in  so  doing  and  it  would  be  the  greatest  pleasure 
that  I  could  enjoy  to  return  to  embrace  your  charms  if  I  was  in  a  situation  suit- 
able which  I  hope  in  time  will  be  the  case.  ...  I  remain  your  sincere  and 
affectionate  husband, 

Oliver  Stetson" 

Evidently  Oliver  was  getting  his  full  measure  of  punishment.  Poor  Oliver, 
he  never  realized  his  dream  of  returning  to  his  family,  but  continuing  his  wander- 
ings was  reported  to  have  died  a  few  years  later  in  New  Orleans. 

N.  M.  S. 
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REBECCA   BELNAP   STETSON-MEDBERY 

(Written  by  her  daughter,  Mary  Medbery  MacKaye.) 

Rebecca  Belnap  Stetson-Medbery  was  born  in  Roxbury,  Mass., 
March  27,  1808.  She  was  descended  from  Cornet  Robert  Stetson 
through  his  eldest  son  Joseph.  Her  direct  line  of  descent  is  as 
follows : 

Joseph,  of  Scituate,  eldest  son  of  Cornet  Robert 

Robert,  of  Scituate,  second  son  of  Joseph 

Gideon,  of  Scituate,  seventh  son  of  Robert 

Amos,  of  Scituate,  second  son  of  Gideon 

Jesse,  the  fifth  son  of  Amos,  was  my  mother's  father*.  He  was 
born  1779  and  in  the  year  1800  married  Sarah  —  fifth  daughter 
of  Lemuel  and  Elisabeth  Payson  Dickerman. 

Through  my  grandmother,  my  mother  was  descended  from 
Edward  Payson,  who  came  from  Essex,  England,  in  1636.  He 
married  Mary  Elliott  —  the  sister  of  John  Elliott  —  apostle  of 
the  Indians.  One  of  his  descendants  was  the  ''Sainted  Edward 
Payson"  whose  name  is  so  often  joined  with  those  of  Whitfield 
and  Wesley  in  the  religious  history  of  our  country  in  the  early 
part  of  the  19th  century.  I  have  always  felt  that  in  her  intensely 
religious  nature,  as  well  as  in  her  cheerfulness  and  serene  faith, 
my  dear  mother  showed  her  kinship  to  these  ancestors. 

Side  by  side,  however,  with  her  rich  spiritual  gifts,  my  mother 
also  possessed  an  alert  and  resourceful  mind  which  delighted  in 
solving  practical  problems. 

A  remarkable  verbal  memory  too  —  remarkable  even  in  those 
old  days  of  wonderful  memories — showed  itself  before  she  was  fairly 
out  of  babyhood.  The  older  sisters  have  told  me  that  visitors  to 
the  town  were  often  brought  by  the  parson  or  school  master  to  see 

*  Jesse  Stetson  had  no  son.  Rebecca  Belnap  Stetson  was  the  fourth  of 
seven  daughters.  The  following  is  a  list  of  her  grandchildren,  children  of  Mrs. 
Mary  Medbery  MacKaye.  Harold  Steele  MacKaye,  N.  Y.,  patent  lawyer 
and  story  writer.  William  Payson  MacKaye,  actor  and  artist  of  brilliant 
promise  —  died  at  the  age  of  twenty.  James  Medbery  MacKaye,  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  chemist  and  writer  on  social  questions.  Percy  MacKaye,  Cornish,  N.  H., 
dramatist  and  poet  and  leader  in  the  movement  for  community  drama.  Benton 
MacKaye,  Washington,  D.  C,  forester  in  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service.  Hazel 
MacKaye,  Shirley,  Mass.,  worker  in  suffrage  movement  and  in  community 
drama. 
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the  little  wonder  child.  On  these  occasions  my  mother  would  be 
placed  on  a  chair  or  table  while  there  would  be  read  before  her  a 
page  from  some  book,  whose  contents  she  of  course  could  not  pos- 
sibly understand.  At  once  my  mother  wbuld  repeat  what  she 
had  heard  word  for  word,  and  the  triumphant  parson  would  have 
proved  that  he  had  not  exaggerated  the  marvel  of  the  little  tot. 
Some  of  these  feats  of  memory  she  could  recall  all  through  her 
life.  I  remember  especially  an  extract  from  the  ''Preface  to  an 
English  Grammar,"  which  she  would  sometimes  laughingly  repeat 
to  us,  of  which,  at  the  time  she  heard  it  read,  she  did  not  of  course 
understand  one  syllable. 

"Yes,  Becky  is  a  real  Stetson,"  my  grandfather  would  often 
say  when  he  was  told  of  some  instance  of  her  mechanical  ability 
or  some  tale  of  her  generosity,  which  my  poor  grandmother  must 
often  have  felt  was  sadly  misplaced,  as  Becky  would  never  long 
keep  for  herself  any  of  her  possessions. 

Indeed  these  two  traits  of  generosity  and  mechanical  talent 
were  directly  inherited  from  her  father.  Jesse  Stetson  was  a 
mechanical  genius,  and  his  generosity  was  unending  in  small 
things  as  in  great.  No  one  ever  asked  aid  from  him  in  vain. 
Throughout  the  community  in  which  he  lived  it  was  a  common 
saying  that  if  anybody  found  himself  in  a  tight  place  Jesse  Stetson 
was  the  man  to  get  him  out  of  it.  But  this  openhearted  generosity 
became  a  serious  matter  when,  during  the  war  of  1812,  scores  of 
his  friends  found  themselves  in  financial  difficulties  and  went  to 
my  grandfather  for  help.  Note  after  note  was  endorsed  by  him 
often   with  disastrous  consequences  to  his  own  interests. 

My  mother  has  often  told  me  of  one  occasion  when  her  father 
referred  before  her  to  these  unfortunate  endorsements.  She  shared 
with  him  his  great  love  of  neatness  and  order  in  all  the  details  of 
life  and  one  day  the  two  were  delighting  together  over  the  beautiful 
appearance  of  my  grandfather's  business  ledgers,  which  were  kept 
by  one  Master  Leeds,  whose  signature,  my  mother  said,  strongly 
resembled  that  of  John  Hancock.  My  grandfather's  signature 
on  the  other  hand,  although  bold  and  characteristic,  was  not 
up  to  the  flawless  copper  plate  standard  of  Master  Leeds.  My 
mother  mournfully  expressed  her  childish  regret  at  this  fact, 
when  my  grandfather  whimsically  said  to  her — "Never  mind, 
little  daughter,  my  writing  may  not  look  so  well  in  a  ledger  —  but 

80 


people  tell  me  it  looks  fine  when  they  see  it  on  the  back  of  a  note." 
My  mother  remembers  that  at  the  time  she  was  much  cheered 
by  this  ma,rk  of  popular  appreciation  and  it  was  not  until  many 
years  had  passed  that  she  realized  its  full  significance. 

Another   ' 'Stetson  trait/'   as  my  grandfather  loved  to   call  it, 
which  my  mother  possessed,   was  thoroughness.     "If  a  thing  is 
worth  doing  at  all  it  is  worth  doing  well/'  was  the  motto  of  her 
life  —  and  a  homely  old  saw,  which  her  father  had  taught  her  as 
a  little  child  was  constantly  repeated  to  her  own  children. 
"If  I  were  a  cobbler,  I'd  make  it  my  pride 
The  best  of  all  cobblers  to  be. 
If  I  were  a  tinker,  no  tinker  beside 
Should  mend  an  old  kettle  like  me." 

My  mother  was  a  born  student  with  the  keenest  pleasure  in  her 
studies;  to  solve  a  knotty  problem  was  a  joy  to  her.  Moreover  all 
the  worlds  of  knowledge  and  experience  which  the  study  of  history, 
of  the  sciences,  or  of  foreign  languages  revealed,  were  a  never  ending 
source  of  delight. 

In  the  first  schools  she  attended  however,  the  teacher's  efforts 
were  almost  wholly  confined  to  the"three  R's" — the  only  exceptions 
were  the  memorizing  of  the  Bible  and  certain  poems  and  "pieces" 
in  the  school  readers. 

The  wonderful  memory  I  have  mentioned  here  stood  my  mother 
in  good  stead.  She  has  recorded  that  in  the  winter  of  her  eleventh 
year  she  had  learned  the  whole  of  the  New  Testament  from  the 
first  chapter  of  Matthew  to  the  last  of  the  Revelations  —  all  the 
Psalms,  the  book  of  Job  —  Proverbs  —  Ecclesiastes  —  the  Canticles 
and  the  greater  part  of  Isaiah  —  and  later  —  as  a  matter  of  her 
own  satisfaction,  she  committed  to  memory  the  whole  of  the  old 
Testament,  perhaps  omitting  the  geneological  chapters.  I  only 
know  that  if  we  quoted  any  verse  of  any  chapter  my  mother  would 
go  on  with  that  chapter  to  the  end. 

Besides  the  Bible,  my  mother  held  in  her  memory  a  great  deal 
of  Shakespeare  and  Milton  and  the  lesser  English  poets.  She 
delighted  also  in  repeating  passages  of  Dante  or  Virgil  in  the 
original  or  some  of  the  psalms  in  Hebrew,  for  the  study  of  the 
languages  was  a  life  long  pastime  and  she  added  a  considerable 
acquaintance  with  Greek  and  Hebrew  to  her  more  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  Latin  and  the  modern  languages. 
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JAMES  KNOWLES  MEDBERY 

The  only  son  of  Mrs.  Medbery.  author  and  journalist,  who  died  in  early  manhood. 


These  feats  of  memory  seem  marvelous  to  us  moderns,  but 
memory  was  cultivated  in  those  older  days.  In  my  mother's  case, 
however,  it  convincingly  proved  that  those  baby  feats  were  not 
the  ephemeral  marvels  of  the  infant  prodigy  but  were  the  forecast 
of  an  exceptionally  keen  and  brilliant  mind. 

From  her  earliest  school  days  my  mother  easily  won  a  first  place 
among  her  school  fellows,  and  while  her  sisters  felt  that  at  sixteen 
they  had  arrived  at  the  proper  age  to  leave  school  and  prepare 
in  earnest  for  what  at  that  time  was  the  sole  end  and  aim  of  woman's 
existence,  —  when  the  filling  of  the  marriage  chest  and  the  planning 
of  the  wedding  gown  were  the  supreme  interests  in  life  —  my 
mother's  scholarly  ambition  seemed  to  have  gained  in  intensity 
and  eagerness.  By  overcoming  great  obstacles,  and  by  her  own 
energy  and  determination,  my  mother  went  on  with  her  studies. 

When  she  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age  she  entered  the  Warren 
Academy  at  Woburn,  Mass.,  which  had  then  just  been  opened  to 
both  young  women  and  men  alike.  Co-education  at  that  time 
was  most  unusual,  even  revolutionary,  and  my  mother  eagerly  took 
advantage  of  this  opportunity  for  a  broader  education.  Not  only 
did  she  take  up  all  the  studies  which  were  given  to  the  young  ladies, 
but  by  a  special  dispensation,  she  was  allowed  to  enter  a  class  in 
Latin  with  several  young  men  who  were  spending  their  entire  time 
on  this  one  study. 

My  grandfather  was  a  Unitarian  and  my  mother,  with  her 
sisters,  was  baptized  and  brought  up  in  the  Unitarian  church,  but 
in  reading  her  Greek  Testament,  and  in  following  a  course  of  reason- 
ing too  long  to  be  set  down  in  this  brief  sketch,  she  decided  to  join 
the  Baptist  denomination  to  which  for  the  rest  of  her  life  she  was 
a  devoted  adherent.  At  the  same  time  the  more  liberal  faith  of 
her  childhood  and  early  youth  must  have  had  its  effect,  as  my 
mother,  and  also  my  father,  were  liberal  in  their  theology  to  an 
extent  rarely  met  with  in  those  rigid  Puritanical  days. 

In  1828  —  my  mother  married  the  Rev.  George  Kalloch  —  a 
young  Baptist  minister,  and,  together,  the  two  resolved  to  dedicate 
their  lives  to  the  cause  of  Home  Missions.  They  were  preparing 
to  leave  Boston  for  the  then  far  Western  wilderness  when  Mr.  Kalloch 
suddenly  died,  leaving  my  mother  a  widow  before  she  was  twenty- 
two  years  of  age.  Shortly  after  this,  she  was  asked  to  take  the 
position  of  Principal  of  the  Charlestown  Female  Seminary  —  in 
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MRS.   STEELE  MACK  AYE 

Born  Mary  Keith  Medbery 

The  only  daughter  of  Mrs.  Medbery  and  the  widow  of  Steele  MacKaye,  the  well  known 

dramatist,  inventor  and  aitist  of  the  theatre. 


its  day  a  celebrated  academy  for  young  ladies.    Here  she  remained 
for  more  than  seven  years. 

My  mother's  success  as  a  teacher  was  most  unusual.  "The 
business  of  a  school  teacher,"  it  has  well  been  said,  —  "is  neither 
a  trade  nor  a  craft  —  it  is  an  art,  which  requires  a  delicate  sensi- 
tiveness, a  half  divine  intuition,  and  a  self  consecration  hard  to 
find  among  men  and  women."  Socrates  has  somewhere  declared 
that  the  teacher  is  the  citizen  most  needful  to  the  state  as  he 
combines  the  functions  of  the  priest,  the  general,  and  the  poet, 
and  somewhere  I  once  read  this  tribute  to  a  teacher  —  "He  imparted 
wisdom,  as  fire  its  heat,  by  mere  proximity."  I  have  never  seen 
a  more  true  or  beautiful  statement  of  the  relation  my  dear  mother 
bore  to  her  pupils. 

Not  only  at  the  seminary  but  all  through  her  life,  in  addition  to 
the  endless  activities  of  the  old  fashioned  minister's  wife,  my 
mother's  influence  as  a  teacher  never  ceased;  she  almost  always 
had  either  classes  or  private  pupils,  and  I  have  often  heard  from 
the  children  and  even  the  grandchildren  of  these  pupils  the  gratitude 
they  had  heard  their  parents  express  for  what  my  mother's  teaching 
had  meant  to  them  through  life. 

At  Charlestown  Seminary,  Mary  Livermore  was  perhaps  the 
most  widely  known  of  her  pupils,  and  she  always  remembered 
my  mother  with  great  reverence  and  affection.  Associated  with 
my  mother  in  her  teaching  at  the  seminary  were  Catherine 
Beecher,  Miss  Whiting  and  others.  Another  noted  educator  of 
that  day  was  also  one  of  my  mother's  close  and  life-long  friends. 
This  was  Miss  Grant  (later  Mrs.  Bannister)  who  was  long  the 
principal  of  Ipswich  Academy  and  the  teacher  Mary  Lyon  —  the 
founder  of  Mount  Holyoke,  and  later  her  co-worker. 

In  1837  my  mother  left  the  seminary  to  become  the  wife  of  my 
father  —  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Medbery,  who  at  that  time  was  the 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Watertown,  near  Boston.  There 
she  began  with  my  father  her  ceaseless  activities  for  human  better- 
ment in  religious,  civic,  and  social  work. 

While  at  Watertown,  my  parents  were  largely  instrumental  in 
establishing  the  Newton  Theological  Seminary.  In  Newburyport, 
where  my  father  later  was  pastor  of  a  church  —  my  mother  was 
perhaps  one  of  the  very  first  to  conceive  the  idea  of  uniting  the 
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From  an  old  print  of  Charlestown  Female  Seminary,  where  Mrs. 
Medbery  was  Principal  for  more  than  seven  years. 


separated  denominational  charitable  societies  under  one  organ- 
ization.    It  was  a  pioneer  movement  for  the  Associated  Charities. 

My  parents  were  zealous  workers  in  Foreign  Missions,  in 
Prison  Reform,  Temperance,  and  Anti-slavery.  They  were  both 
agents  for  the  famous  "underground  railroad,"  and  some  of  the 
most  thrilling  memories  of  my  childhood  are  connected  with  the 
suspense  and  anxiety  of  "forwarding  a  passenger,"  —  some  hunted 
slave  attempting  an  escape. 

My  mother  was  intensely  interested  in  the  higher  education  of 
women.  She  herself  had  been  most  ardently  desirous  of  a  college 
education,  which  in  her  girlhood  it  was  impossible  for  women  to 
receive  and  she  would  sometimes  tell  us,  with  a  sort  of  laughing 
indignation  of  her  early  experience  in  fitting  young  men  for  college. 
"Yes,"  —  she  would  say — :"I  was  condescendingly  allowed  to 
open  the  college  door  to  these  young  men  —  only  —  for  the  sin  of 
being  a  woman  —  to  have  this  same  door  slammed  in  my  face." 
My  mother  felt  that  women  should  enter  the  professions.  She 
herself  was  especially  interested  in  surgery  and,  while  at  Charlestown 
Seminary,  her  old  friend,  Dr.  Warren  —  the  famous  surgeon  of 
Boston — would  often  send  for  her  to  witness  an  interesting  opera- 
tion, greatly  to  the  amazement  of  her  fellow  teachers. 

My  mother  found  time  in  her  busy  life  to  write  several  books. 
Two  were  memoirs  of  missionaries  —  one  of  Emily  Waldo  Yorke  — 
missionary  to  Greece,  and  another  of  William  Crocker  —  missionary 
to  Africa.  Her  other  books  were  studies  of  the  Bible,  such  as 
"The  Teacher's  Bequest"  —  largely  used  in  the  Sunday  Schools 
of  her  day,  and  religious  essays — "The  Great  Rebellion"  and 
others. 

Indeed  the  great  central  fact  of  my  dear  mother's  life  was  her 
intensely  religious  nature.  It  surrounded  and  permeated  her 
every  act  and  every  effort  as  the  atmosphere  surrounds  and  per- 
meates all  things  on  the  earth.  It  was  the  source  of  that  divine 
intuition  and  sympathy  which  made  her  such  a  wonderful  teacher, 
counsellor,  and  friend.  In  reading  her  letters  and  her  journals, 
this  inner  life  of  the  Spirit  seems  to  have  been  her  only  actual 
life  —  all  else  is  outside  —  fleeting  —  almost  unreal.  An  enthu- 
siastic friend  of  our  family  —  a  devout  Romanist  once  said  to  me  — 
"Oh,  if  only  your  beloved  mother  had  been  born  in  the  middle  ages, 
what  a  wonderful  Abbess  she  would  have  made!    Her  deep  piety  — 
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her  learning  and  her  marvellous  gift  as  a  teacher  would  have  made 
her  convent  a  place  of  pilgrimage/' 

A  memoir  of  my  mother  was  begun  by  an  old  and  valued  friend, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Lamson.  Dr.  Lamson  was  a  distinguished 
minister  in  the  Baptist  denomination.  He  was  peculiarly  fitted 
to  write  a  sympathetic  memoir  of  my  mother  because  he  shared 
her  rare  liberality  in  theology.  Dr.  Lamson  was  a  close  friend  of 
Dr.  Andrew  J.  Peabody  of  Harvard,  who  was  also  a  valued 
friend  of  my  parents,  and  the  churches  of  sixty  years  ago  yearly 
witnessed  a  remarkable  spectacle  when  these  two  ministers 
"exchanged  pulpits,"  as  the  phrase  then  went,  Dr.  Peabody 
preaching  in  the  Baptist  church  and  Dr.  Lamson  in  the  Unitarian. 

Greatly  to  our  sorrowful  regret  Dr.  Lamson  was  prevented  by 
illness  from  going  on  with  the  memoir  of  my  mother  that  he  had 
begun,  but  we  fortunately  possess  in  the  title  which  he  chose 
for  the  work  this  tribute: 

"The  Shining  Path  Ending  in  The  Perfect  Day." 

Thus  he  applies  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  the  scriptural 
phrases  to  the  life  of  my  dear  mother — "The  path  of  the  just,  is 
as  the  shining  light  that  shineth  more  and  more  until  the  perfect 
day." 

In  the  Foreword,  Dr.  Lamson  writes,  "In  reading  the  narrative 
of  Mrs.  Medbery's  experience  the  Christian  reader  will  agree  with 
me  in  pronouncing  it  one  of  the  deepest,  the  richest,  most  discrim- 
inating Christian  experiences  with  which  he  has  ever  been  made 
acquainted.  He  will  feel  that  God  was  training  our  friend  to  be 
a  spiritual  helper  to  multitudes  —  a  guide  to  the  perplexed,  and  a 
support  to  the  weak." 

And  this  indeed  she  was,  and  this  fact  is  the  precious  heritage  of 
her  children  and  of  her  children's  children. 
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OUR  MOTHER  HONOR 

Read  at  the  Reunion  of  Aug.  19,  1916,  by  Mrs.  Lucy  M.  Perkins, 
a  descendant  of  Capt.  Benjamin. 

It  was  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  that  there 
sailed  up  the  North  River  a  young  man  in  search  of  a  suitable 
site  for  a  home.  Attracted  by  the  spring  from  which  still  bubbles 
up  the  sweet  pure  water  which  we  now  can  enjoy,  he  chose  the  spot 
to  which,  each  year,  we  return  for  our  pilgrimage.  Here  Robert 
Stetson,  a  young  man  of  about  22  years  of  age,  brought  his  young 
bride.  Who  she  was  —  whence  she  came  —  we  know  not.  Her 
name,  Honor,  signed  to  some  legal  papers,  is  the  only  real  informa- 
tion we  have. 

What  was  the  home  to  which  young  Robert  brought  his  wife 
Honor?  It  was  somewhat  apart  from  the  village  that  had  been 
laid  out  along  the  ocean  front.  The  only  road  was  the  river.  Only 
Indian  paths  existed  on  the  land.  For  days  they  must  live  with 
only  themselves  for  company,  save  for  the  chance  Indian  guest. 

And  what  did  our  mother  Honor  here?  First  and  foremost, 
she  reared  a  family  of  9  sturdy  boys  and  girls,  7  of  whom  are  known 
to  have  grown  to  manhood.  In  those  days  children  were,  at  an 
early  age,  given  their  part  in  the  work  of  the  home.  And  that 
work  was  more  varied  than  it  is  today.  There  were  no  stores. 
Everything  from  clothing  to  furniture  was  made  in  the  home. 
Mother  Honor  must  teach  her  daughters  to  spin  and  weave  and 
knit,  to  make  candles  for  the  long  winter  evenings,  and  many  other 
tasks  which  to-day  are  forgotten.  She  must  see  that  her  sons  keep 
up  her  wood  supply,  for  the  huge  fireplaces  needed  large  stock  of 
fuel.  The  children,  I  venture  to  say,  never  asked  as  do  those  of 
the  present  day,  "What  can  I  do,  mamma?"  It  was  a  constant 
struggle  for  all  to  keep  clothed,  warmed  and  fed. 

There  was  no  schoolmaster  abroad  in  those  days,  so  it  was 
probably  Mother  Honor  who  taught  the  children  to  read  and 
write.  Usually  it  was  the  minister  who  supplied  the  further 
teaching  to  the  few  of  marked  leaning  toward  letters.  There  were 
so  few  physicians  in  the  land,  that  only  in  extreme  cases  were  they 
called  upon,  so  Mother  Honor  must  know  all  the  herbs  to  keep 
dried  for  medicinal  use,  and  be  the  family  doctor. 

She  must  have  been  a  courageous  woman,  as  many  times  the 
husband  and  father  must  have  gone  down  the  river  for  the  nec- 
essary interchange  of  commodities,  and  left  Mother  Honor  with 
her  babies  —  and  the  Indians  were  always  near  by.     She  probably 
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lived  through  the  Indian  raid  at  the  time  of  the  Pequot  war,  when 
her  husband,  —  now  Cornet  Stetson  —  helped  pursue  the  red 
men  in  their  bloody  path  from  the  Cornet's  Mill  at  Third  Herring 
Brook  to  the  town  of  Scituate. 

We  wonder  what  she  had  in  her  home.  The  inventory  of  the 
Cornet's  estate  at  his  death  is  in  existence  and  probably  did  not 
include  much  that  Mother  Honor's  fingers  had  not  touched. 

Inventory 

d 
4  f other  beds  &  furniture 
One  old  bed,  a  flock  bed,  bedding,  baskets 
Wooden  dishes,  glass  bottles,  earthenware  and 

Spoons 
Chairs  &  Cushings  &  other  small  things 
chests,  boxes  &  table  &  forms 
woll  thread  copper  ware  and  trays 
Apparril,  linon  and  wooling 
one  Coverlid 

twenty-five  pair  of  Sheets 
household  linen,  pillow  coats,  tablecloths,  napkins  & 

Towels 
new  linning  &  wolling  cloth  &  leather 
pewter  new  &  old 
Brass,  new  &  old 
new  in  Iron 

Iron,  old  &  new  2  16     6 

Provition  beefe,  Porke,  buttor,  Cheese  &  Corn 
Sheep,  Cattle  &  horse 
two  piggs 
lumbor 

arms  &  ammunition 
four  pound  of  bullets 
money,  plare  &  books 

The  ample  supply  of  household  linen  no  doubt  was  due,  to  a 
large  extent,  to  Mother  Honor's  wise  foresight.  Of  the  luxuries  of 
life,  even  at  that  day,  she  had  little. 

Here  she  lived  and  here  she  died,  apparently  obscure  and  forgotten. 
But  we  of  the  Kindred  look  about  us,  and  see  the  Stetson  family 
no  mean  or  obscure  clan.  We  look  back  with  grateful  hearts  to 
our  first  mother.     She  is  well  named  Mother  Honor. 
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THE  ANGLETREE   STONE 

(By  Nelson  M.  Stetson.) 

In  the  year  1640,  Gov.  Endicott  and  Assistant  Governor  Israel 
Stoughton  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  with  Gov.  Bradford 
and  Assistant  Gov.  Edw.  Winslow  of  the  Plymouth  Colony, 
attempted  to  establish  the  line  between  the  two  colonies,  but  the 
result  was  very  unsatisfactory.  After  several  other  unsuccessful 
attempts,  this  line  was  permanently  established  in  1664  by  a 
commission  consisting  of  Major  Eleazer  Lusher,  Captain  Roger 
Clapp  and  Lieut.  Joshua  Fisher  of  the  Mass.  Bay,  and  Major  Josiah 
Winslow,  Capt.  Constant  Southworth  and  Cornet  Robert  Stetson 
of  the  Plymouth  Colony. 

These  commissioners  reported  that  "in  pursuance  of  the  service 
aforesaid  being  all  assembled  at  Dedham  the  9th  of  the  3rd  moneth 
comonly  called  May,  anno  1664,  did  the  day  next  ensuing  trauaile 
together  into  the  woods"  etc.     (Colonial  Rec.  446). 

After  running  a  straight  line  from  the  middle  of  Accord  Pond 
on  the  northern  border  of  Scituate,  west,  to  a  point  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  Colony  limits,  these  ancient  surveyors  turned  abruptly 
to  the  left  and  made  a  bee  line  for  the  border,  thus  forming  an  angle 
marked  by  a  white  oak  which  they  called  the  "White  Oak  Angle 
tree." 

We  notice  some  further  trouble  with  the  pattent  line  in  1670 
when  Capt.  Joshua  Hobart  and  Lieut.  Fisher,  were  appointed  by  the 
Bay  government  to  meet  with  Plymouth  commissioners  "to  find  out 
the  pattent  lyne  from  Accord  Pond  to  Bound  Brook  at  Connihassett 
and  see  it  is  well  and  sufficiently  marked."  They  reported  to  the 
"Honored  General  Court"  in  1672  that  the  only  Plymouth  Com- 
missioner "who  did  meete  with  us  about  the  worke"  was  "Cornet 
Stetson"  who  said  "They  (the  other  commissioners)  should  concurr 
with  what  wee  did."  They  further  reported,  "Wee  runn  that 
lyne  after  much  difficulty  to  fynd  out  what  poinct  it  runn  upon  b}r 
reason  of  badnes  of  the  land  to  trauaile  upon  in  regard  to  the  many 
swamps  and  thicke  beachy  land."     (Mass.  Bay  Col.  Rec.  1672.) 

A  score  of  townships  on  either  side  "flatten  up"  against  this 
"Old  Colony  Line"  and  the  inhabitants  in  running  out  old  lines 
or  in  making  new,  continue  as  of  old  to  take  their  bearings  from 
the  "Old  Colony"  or  "Pattent  line." 

But  even  Angle  trees  will  not  last  forever  and  after  standing  on 
the  spot  a  lonely  sentinel  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  years 
the  oVd  tree  died  and  was  replaced  by  act  of  the  Massachusetts 
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THE  ANGLETREE  STONE 


legislature  in  1790  with  a  rude  stone  monument  since  known  as 
the  "Angletree  stone." 

The  stone  is  marked  on  the  north  side  "Massachusetts  Colony" 
and  on  the  south  side  "Plymouth  Colony"  and  the  following 
inscription  is  cut  on  both  sides. 

"This  monument,  erected  by  order  of  the  government  to  per- 
petuate the  place  on  which  the  late  station  or  angle  tree  formerly 
stood.  The  commissioners  appointed  by  the  old  colonies  of 
Plymouth  and  Massachusetts  to  run  out  and  establish  this  line 
in  1664  were  Robekt  Studson,  Constant  Southworth,  Josias 
WiNSLOw,  Jos.  Fisher,  Rooer  Clapp  and  Eleazer  Lusher. 
They  began  this  work  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  the  same  year,  and 
marked  a  tree  then  standing  on  this  spot,  it  being  (3)  miles  south 
of  the  southermost  part  of  Charles  river.  Lemuel  Kollock, 
Esq.,  was  appointed  agent  to  cause  this  monument  to  be  erected. 
By  an  order  of  the  General  Court  the  Selectmen  of  the  towns  of 
Wrentham  and  Attleborough  were  present,  viz.:  Samuel  Fisher, 
John  Whiting,  Nathan  Hawes,  Nathan  Comstock  and  Nathaniel 
Ware,  Esquires  of  Wrentham.  From  this  stone  the  line  runs  due 
west  the  extent  of  the  Commonwealth.  Done  at  Wrentham  the 
29th  day  of  Nov.,  1790,  by  Samuel  Fisher  and  Son." 

Another  century  and  a  quarter  has  past  and  the  "Angletree  stone" 
must  soon  go  the  way  of  its  predecessor  "the  Angle  tree"  unless 
something  is  done  to  protect  it. 

Leaving  the  country  road  and  following  a  lonely  wood  path 
for  80  rods  or  more  into  the  deep  woods  we  came  upon  "the  Angletree 
stone.''  Although  thoughtless  sportsmen  have  used  it  for  a  target 
and  relic  hunters  have  sadly  battered  the  corners,  the  inscription 
on  either  side  can  still  be  easily  read.  "Cornet  Studson"  heading 
the  list  of  commissioners  as  in  the  original  report  in  1664. 

These  six  lusty  Pilgrims  and  Puritans  who  stood  around  the 
"Angletree''  that  May  day  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  years  ago, 
and  whose  names  are  carved  on  the  stone,  represented  the  military 
leaders  of  the  two  colonies  at  that  time. 

The  new  town  of  Plainville  has  for  a  corner  bound,  the  Angletree 
stone,  a  cut  of  which  has  also  been  adopted  as  the  town  seal,  and 
will  head  the  official  papers  of  the  town  for  the  centuries  to  come. 

We  believe  that  this  old  u Angletree  stone",  marking  an  important 
historical  event  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  years  ago.  is  truly 
one  of  the  most  interesting  and  valuable  landmarks  within  the 
Commonwealth,  and  should  be  protected. 
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Eliza  Ann  Stetson  and  her  youngest  son 
Charles  Alfred  Cay. 

Descendants  of  the  Cornet's  sons  Joseph  and  Robert. 


DAVID   STETSON  OF  RICEBORO,    GEORGIA 

and  his  Descendants. 

(By  his  grandson,  Col.  Raymond  Cay) 

David  Stetson*  Son  of  Nathaniel  Jr.**  and  Ruth  Mitchell  Stetson, 
was  born  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  and  died  in  his  fiftieth  year,  on 
Oct.  20th,  1836,  at  Riceboro,  Liberty  County,  Georgia,  to  which 
place  he  had  removed  about  the  year  1816.  His  wife,  Betsy  Butler, 
of  New  Bedford,  had  died  two  years  before  on  Dec.  23rd,  1834. 

My  grandfather  David  Stetson,  was  a  master  carpenter  and 
builder.  He  built  many  of  the  homes  of  the  wealthy  planters  of 
Liberty  County,  also  public  buildings  and  bridges.  Later  he  did 
a  large  general  store  and  supply  business  in  Riceboro,  where  he 
not  only  supplied  the  plantations,  but  also  did  a  highly  lucra- 
tive trade  with  the  unusually  prosperous  slaves  of  Liberty  County. 
All  plantation  work  was  done  by  "task"  and  a  slave  seen 
working  in  the  fields  on  Saturday  was  known,  even  by  the  negroes 
themselves,  as  a  "No  Count  Nigger,"  for  it  was  no  unusual  thing 
for  the  most  thrifty  of  them  to  be  done  with  their  tasks  by  Thurs- 
day noon  or  night,  after  which,  time  was  their  own  in  which  to 
cultivate  their  own  crops,  or  to  get  the  hire  of  their  own  time.  On 
my  father's  plantation  the  negroes  owned  more  than  thirty  (30) 
horses,  many  cows,  pigs,  and  chickens. 

David's  only  child,  Eliza  Ann  Stetson,  the  mother  of  the  writer, 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  state  of  their  adoption, 
and  in  New  Bedford,  where  she  spent  many  years  with  her  de- 
voted grandfather  Butler.  She  married  Raymond  Cay  and  was 
the  mother  of  four  daughters  and  four  sons,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  (84)  years. 

*David  Stetson  was  descended  from  Cornet  Stetson  in  two  lines  as  follows:  his 
grandfather  Nathaniel  Stetson  1st  of  Pembroke  (son  of  Isaac)  was  great  grandson 
of  the  Cornet  via  his  youngest  son  Robert  of  Pembroke;  while  his  grandmother, 
Elizabeth  (Stetson)  Stetson  of  Scituate  (daughter  of  Samuel)  was  great-grand- 
daughter of  the  Cornet  via  his  oldest  son  Joseph  of  Scituate. 

**Nathaniel  Stetson  Jr.  was  a  "minute  man"  in  the  Revolution.  He  served  as 
Corporal  and  answered  the  call  of  April  19th,  1775.     (Mass.  Records). 
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Hon.  Charles  A.  Cay 


Colonel  Raymond  Cay 


Tallahassee,  Florida.  Valdosta.  Georgia. 

Sons  of  Eliza  Ann  Stetson. 

The  above  from  Kodak  negatives  made  while  on  a  vacation  in  the  mountains.      Colonel  Cay  was 

tor  thirteen  years  Colonel  of  the  Florida  National  Guard  and  his  brother 

a  member  of  the  Florida  Legislature. 


Grave  of  Nathaniel  Stetson,  Senior. 

Great  grandfather  of  Ann  Eliza  Stetson. 
In  a  corner  of  the  old  church  yard  at  Pembroke,  near  Plymouth,  Mass. 


Eiiza  Ann  Stetson's  children  were: —    . 

Louis  Eugene  who  died  at  the  age  of  14. 

Julia  Elizabeth  who  married  McLeod  King,  and  died  leaving 
two  daughters,  Mrs.  Eliza  Root  of  Jacksonville,  Florida,  and  Mrs. 
Julia  Winn  of  Arcadia,  Georgia,  who  has  a  son  and  a  daughter. 

Josephine,  married  Dr.  T.  M.  Stuart  and  is  now  Mrs.  Triay  of 
Jacksonville.     She  has  a^on  and  daughter  living. 

John  David,  the  eldest  son,  died  last  July,  76  years  of  age, 
leaving  a  large  family  and  many  grandchildren  (see  sketch). 

Raymond  (the  writer). 

Charles  A:  of  Tallahassee. 

Eulalie  (Mrs.  Flemming)  lives  in  Tampa,  Florida.  Her  eldest 
son  Lawrence,  is  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  Fifth  United  States 
Cavalry.  Her  other  sons  are  Charlie,  Ernest,  T.  Q.,  and  Stetson. 
Her  daughters  are  Mrs.  Joseph  W.  Bennet  of  Brunswick,  Georgia, 
and  Mrs.   Willie  Bailey  of  Tampa,   Florida.     Her  grandson,  Joe 
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LAWRENCE  JULIAN  FLEMING 

Lieut.  Colonel,  Fifth  Cavalry,  U.  S.  A. 

A  grandson  of  Eliza  Ann  Stetson  and  Raymond  Cay.     Lieut.  Col.  Fleming  was  with  Gen. 

Pershing  in  Mexico,  and  is  now  (June  14,  1917)  stationed  at  San  Antonio,  Texas. 


Bennet,  Jr.,  is  a    lieutenant  in  the  Marine  Corps  and  was  hoping 
to  soon  be  on  the  way  to  France  when  I  last  heard  of  him. 

Nathalie  —  the  youngest  daughter  married  Mr.  Hall  of  Chipley , 
Florida.  She  has  a  son  and  daughter  living  and  many  grand- 
children live  to  honor  her  name. 

That  happy  old  generation  of  "Master"  and  "Missis"  and  their 
devoted  servants  all  now  lie  in  their  graves.  Yes,  even  the  black 
companions  of  my  happy  youth  on  the  old  plantation  are  gone 
too.  They  were  friends,  yes,  friends  even  unto  death.  They 
would  have  died  for  me  as  I  would  willingly  for  them.  I  loved 
them  then,  I  love  them  now,  and  to  this  day  I  cannot  remember 
that  there  was  any  difference  in  my  love  for  my  own  good  mother 
and  my  dear  old  "Mommer."  The  marble  that  marks  their  graves 
is  the  same  in  old  Midway  or  Walthourville  or  on  the  old  planta- 
tion. Ramond  Cay. 

Valdosta,  Georgia,  June  14,  1917. 


The  boy  on  horseback  is 
"Joe"  Bennet,  Jr.,  a  great 
great  grandson  of  David  and 
Betsey  Stetson.  He  is  now 
Lieutenant  of  Marines  and 
expects  soon  to  be  on  his 
way  to  France. 


The  following  sketch  is  taken  by  permission  from  "The  Last 
Roll"  in  The  Confederate  Veteran  of  July,  1917,  and  will  interest 
the  "Kindred." 

John  David  Cay  was  named  for  his  grandfather  David  Stetson 
and  twice  descended  from  our  Cornet. 
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JOHN  DAVID  CAY 

Oldest  son  of  Eliza  Ann  Stetson. 


Tn  a  personal  letter  to  the  secretary  Colonel  Cay  writes: — - 
"The  plantation  home  where  I  was  born,  was  burned  by  Sher- 
man's army  on  its  'march  to  the  sea'." 

"The  hat  my  brother  wears  in  the  old  wartime  picture  was  made 
by  my  mother  from  a  pair  of  old  pants.  I  saw  him  lose  it  in  a 
cavalry  charge  at  Murfreysboro  Town  in  1864." 
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JOHN   DAVID    CAY. 

John  David  Cay,  the  eldest  son  of  Raymond  Cay  and  Eliza 
Ann  Stetson,  died  suddenly  at  his  home,  in  Tallahassee,  Florida, 
on  the  3d  of  July,  1916.  He  was  born  September  17,  1840,  in  Lib- 
erty County,  Georgia. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Liberty  Independent  Troop,  the  next 
oldest  military  organization  in  the  State  of  Georgia.  When  the 
War  between  the  States  broke  out,  he  volunteered  with  his  com- 
pany for  six  months,  afterwards  re-enlisting  for  the  war.  On  regi- 
mental formation  his  troop  became  G  of  the  5th  Georgia  Cav- 
alry, Anderson-Robertson  Brigade,  Wheeler's  Corps.  He  served 
with  his  command  in  the  States  of  Georgia,  Florida,  Tennessee, 
Virginia,  N'orth  and  South  Carolina.  He  was  captured  a  few  days 
before  the  fall  of  Savannah,  in  December,  1864,  and  was  a  prisoner 
at  Point  Lookout  until  the  following  July.  He  served  faithfully 
throughout  the  whole  war,  and  the  writer  cannot  recall  that  he 
was  ever  absent  from  his  command  by  reason  of  sickness  or  any 
other  cause.  He  was  in  every  fight  his  command  engaged  in  and 
was  at  all  times  a  leader  in  all  our  efforts  for  attack  or  defense. 
The  first  to  clear  a  road,  repair  a  bridge,  cross  a  stream,  or  swim 
a  river;  to  dig  a  rifle  pit,  build  a  breastwork,  or  construct  a  "dug- 
out"; to  find  water  and  something  for  man  and  mount  to  feed  on 
— yes,  for  everything  we  all  got  in  the  habit  of  calling  on  "Dave." 
Sometimes  in  the  night,  after  a  hard  day's  march,  he  would  load 
himself  with  canteens  and  go  off  to  find  water  for  his  tired  com- 
panions, and  the  familiar  cry  out  of  the  dark  was  often  heard: 
"Boys,  has  Dave  come  back  with  the  water  yet?" 

During  Wheeler's  last  great  raid  behind  Sherman's  army  Cor- 
poral Cay  was  distinguished  by  two  acts  which  deserve  mention. 
He  made  and  carried  in  his  pockets  horseshoe  nails,  which  he  used 
in  reshoeing  many  horses  in  his  company,  without  which  their 
riders  would  have  been  left  dismounted  on  the  sharp  turnpikes  of 
Tennessee  and  Virginia  to  fall  a  prey  to  murderous  bushwhackers 
or,  what  might  have  been  worse,  to  land  in  a  Federal  prison.  This 
was  done  without  a  thought  of  pay  or  any  personal  benefit,  prompted 
solely  by  the  nobility  of  his  soul.     The  other  deed  was  his  ten- 
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SIDNEY  STETSON  FLEMING 

Florala,  Ala. 
Grandson  of  Eliza  Ann  Stetson  for  whom  and  by  whom  he  was  named. 


der  care  of  Lieutenant  Fleming,  who  fell  ill  of  typhoid  fever  on 
this  raid.  Corporal  Cay  rode  beside  him  in  a  buggy  when  he  could 
no  longer  sit  his  horse,  nursing  him  for  days  as  though  he  had 
been  his  own  brother;  and  as  General  Robertson  was  then  cov- 
ering from  forty  to  sixty  miles  of  mountain  road  every  twenty- 
four  hours,  his  self-denial  can  be  better  understood.  He  was  cap- 
tured while,  single-handed,  attempting  to  save  Lieutenant  Stevens 
and  his  detachment,  which  had  become  entirely  surrounded  by  a 
numerous  enemy.  In  prison  his  ingenuity  and  great  energy  still 
helped  and  sustained  his  friends  and  fellow  prisoners,  for  he  made 
many  ornaments,  inlaid  with  gold  and  silver  carvings,  and  from 
their  sale  bought  food  for  his  sick  and  dying  companions  in  that 
horrid  den  of  suffering  and  death,  Point  Lookout  Prison. 

Returning  home  at  the  end  of  his  long  walk  from  Richmond,  he 
found  his  childhood  home  in  ashes  and  poverty  and  desolation  all 
about  him.  He  went  to  work  like  other  noble  Southern  boys  and 
ere  long,  after  great  trials  and  privations,  was  able  to  see  his  scat- 
tered family  and  a  measure  of  prosperity  restored  to  them. 

He  married  Miss  Georgia  Winn,  a  daughter  of  his  first  captain, 
Abial  Winn.  His  widow  survives  him,  also  four  daughters — Mrs. 
Frank  Cochran,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Pappy,  Mrs.  W.  A.  DeMilly,  and 
Mrs.  Owen  Grambling — and  one  son,  John  David  Cay,  Jr. — all 
of  Tallahassee.  Col.  Raymond  Cay,  of  Jacksonville,  and  Hon.  C. 
A.  Cay,  of  Tallahassee,  are  his  brothers.  Mrs.  Josephine  Tray, 
of  Jacksonville,  Mrs.  T.  Q.  Fleming,  of  Tampa,  and  Mrs.  Natha- 
lie Hall,  of  Chipley,  Florida,  are  his  sisters. 

Always  true  to  every  obligation  and  faithful  in  every  duty,  he 
lived  to  a  good  old  age  and  then  "fell  on  sleep."  Those  who  knew 
him  loved  him,  and  the  beneficiaries  of  his  generosity,  many  of 
whom  preceded  him  to  the  grave,  are  the  monuments  of  his  godly 
and  unselfish  deeds. 

Comrade  and  friend,  hail  and  farewell  "until  the  day  dawns  and 
the  shadows  flee." 

Maj.  James  O.  Varnedoe,  Valdosta,  Ga. 
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REV.  CALEB  R.  STETSON 

Rector  of  St.  Marks,  Washington,  D.  C. 
A  descendant  via  Joseph  of  Scituate. 


GEORGE  ROCHFORD  STETSON  AND  FAMILY. 

George  Rochford  Stetson  of  Washington,  D.  C,  was  born  in 
Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  28,  1833,  the  son  of  Caleb,  and  a  descendant 
of  Cornet  Stetson  via  his  oldest  son,  Joseph.  Mr.  Stetson  was 
a  successful  leather  merchant  in  Boston  until  1874,  when  he  retired 
from  business  and  subsequently  spent  much  time  in  Europe,  finally 
establishing  himself  in  Washington  where  he  has  since  lived.  Mr. 
Stetson  has  been  active  in  many  literal  and  scientific  societies 
and  has  published  a  number  of  pamphlets  and  other  articles  on 
Anthropological  subjects.  He  is  still  living  and  active  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four. 

George  Rochford  Stetson  married  Helen  Sybil  Avery  and  has 
two  children,  viz.,  Caleb  R.,  b.  April  16,  1871  at  Boston  and  Susan 
H.,  b.  July  3,  1867,  at  Braintree,  Mass. 

Rev.  Caleb  R.  Stetson  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1894,  studied 
medicine  at  Johns  Hopkins,  graduated  from  the  General  Theological 
Seminary  in  New  York  in  1898.  He  was  ordained  Priest  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  by  Bishop  Satterlee  in  1899  and  worked  under 
Bishop  Satterlee  in  Washington  until  1907,  he  was  then  made 
Vicar  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York,  where  he  remained  four 
years,  returning  to  Washington  in  1911  as  Rector  of  St.  Marks. 
Mr.  Stetson  is  an  Examining  Chaplain  of  the  Diocese  of  Washington 
and  was  a  delegate  to  the  general  convention  of  1916. 

In  1914,  Mr.  Stetson  married  Miss  Helen  Stetson  Richards  of 
Boston,  who  is  also  a  descendant  of  Cornet  Stetson. 

Susan  Hunt  Stetson  married  in  1895,  Admiral  Frank  Friday 
Fletcher,  U.  S.  N.,  who  was  Admiral  of  the  North  Atlantic  Fleet 
in  1915-16,  and  is  now  President  of  the  Examining  Board  at 
Washington. 

Admiral  and  Mrs.  Fletcher  have  two  daughters,  viz.,  Alice,  age 
sixteen,  and  Sybil,  age  twenty. 
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BENJAMIN  STETSON  OF  RICHMOND,  VIRGINIA 

(By  Joshua  Stetson  Gray) 

On  a  pleasant  July  evening  in  1916,  a  party  of  four  comrades 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  from  Plymouth  County, 
Mass.,  took  passage  from  Boston  via  the  Merchants'  and  Miners' 
Line  for  Norfolk,  Va.,  to  spend  their  vacation  in  visiting  Rich- 
mond and  the  near-by  battlefields  of  the  Civil  War. 

Before  the  boat  had  reached  Minot's  Light  it  encountered  a 
heavy  thunder-shower  which  sent  the  old  boys  scurrying  for  the 
smoking  room  where  it  was  their  good  fortune  to  make  the  acquain- 
tance of  Mr.  T.  William  Hewitt,  a  Virginia  planter,  whose  planta- 
tion of  a  thousand  acres  borders  on  the  James  River  at  Wyanoke 
Landing.  During  the  conversation,  much  to  their  surprise,  they 
discovered  that  he  was,  on  the  maternal  side,  a  great-grandson 
of  Benjamin  Stetson  of  Massachusetts  who.  settled  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  in  1798. 

As  three  of  the  comrades  were  members  of  the  Stetson  Kindred 
they  greeted  him  as  a  long  lost  brother. 

He  was  very  much  interested  to  learn  of  the  Stetson  Kindred 
Association,  and  on  my  return  to  Rockland,  I  sent  him  the  latest 
Stetson  book,  with  the  result  that  he  has  become  a  member  of  the 
association  and  would  have  been  present  at  the  last  meeting  had 
he  not  been  so  very  busy  resurrecting  his  crop  which  was  nearly 
ruined  by  severe  rains  and  floods. 

Through  correspondence  with  him  and  with  his  aunt,  Mrs.  John 
Tyler  of  Richmond,  Va.,  the  material  for  this  article  has  been 
obtained. 

Benjamin  Stetson6,  son  of  Benjamin5,  son  of  Amos  ,  son  of 
Robert3,  of  Scituate,  son  of  Joseph2,  son  of  Cornet  Robert1,  left 
Randolph,  Mass.,  in  1798  and  settled  in  Richmond,  Va.,  engaging 
in  business  in  that  city  so  successfully  that  he  became  a  very  rich 
man,  for  those  days,  owning  much  real  estate  and  many  slaves. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  he  paid  court  to  the  belle  of  the  city,  Ann 
Lyle,  whose  remarkable  beauty  had  gained  for  her  the  title  of 
"the  lovely  Nancy  Lyle." 

Being  a  man  of  action  as  well  as  means,  he  won  her  hand  against 
a  large  field  of  rivals.  She  must,  however,  have  had  a  soft  spot 
in  her  heart  for  one  of  her  disappointed  admirers,  for  her  great  grand- 
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daughter,  Mrs.  T.  Marshall  Hewitt,  in  looking  over  her  great  grand- 
mothers' papers,  found  a  letter  from  a  Scotch  admirer,  one  Archie 
Burns  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  dated  November  17,  1779,  beginning  — 
"Amiable  Miss:  Your  obliging  favor  of  the  first  of  October,  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  receiving,  etc."  Mr.  Hewitt  comments  "quite 
a  different  style  of  courtship  from  our  twentieth  century  style." 

Benjamin's  business  ventures  were  very  successful  and  his 
friends  were  many. 

The  custom  of  the  times  led  him  to  freely  indorse  their  business 
paper,  often  to  his  disadvantage,  with  the  result  that,  at  the  time 
of  his  death  there  were  found  among  his  effects  notes  to  the  amount 
of  $134,000,  not  worth  the  paper    on  which  they  were  written. 

His  wife  would  frequently  urge  him  to  collect  while  the  collecting 
was  good,  but  his  answer  was —  "Oh!  D n  it;  let  them  go." 

Only  one  child  was  born  of  their  union,  Mary  Ann  Stetson,  born 
in  1806. 

She  was  married  to  Joseph  Allen,  a  Richmond  lawyer,  who 
served  as  Clerk  of  the  Chancery  Court  for  forty-two  years.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  rated  as  Richmond's  first  millionaire. 

Their  children  were  as  follows: 

1  Richard  Stetson,  who  married  Virginia  Mitchell;  had  one  son, 
Richard  Stetson,  Jr.,  now  a  member  of  the  Kindred.    (See  photo.) 

2 Elizabeth  Ann,  who  married  William  Southworth  of  Charlottes- 
ville, Va.,  their  children  were  Joseph  Allen;  Elizabeth  L.,  who  mar- 
ried L.  W.  Gunther;  William  H.;  Valentine;  and  Thompson  B. 

3Josephine,  who  married  Thomas  Marshall  Hewitt  of  Alexandria, 
Va.,  their  children  were  T.  William,  who  married  Nina  Wilcox; 
Edwin  L.,  who  married  Elizabeth  Brock;  and  Marion  Stetson,* 
who  married  Jean  Womble. 

4 Virginia,  who  married  John  Tyler  of  Richmond,  Va.  Their 
children  were  John  J.,  who  married  Sue  Morris  of  Philadelphia,  a 
descendant  of  the  Morris  who  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  declara- 
tion of  independence;  Joseph  Allen,  who  married  Letitia  Doswell; 
Mary  Allen,  who  married  Fairfax  E.  Montague;  Emma  Rogers, 
who  married  Cotton  C.  Chapin;  Florence  Lyle,  who  married  William 

*  Unfortunately,  Mrs.  Tyler  modestly  refrains  from  giving  information  in 
detail  of  the  many  descendants  of  her  mother,  Mary  Ann  Stetson  Allen.  We 
have,  however,  learned  incidentally  that  Marion  Stetson  Hewitt  is  Captain  of 
Troop  C,  1st  Va.  Cavalry,  "Richmond  Blues,"  and  was  stationed  at  Browns- 
ville, Texas,  Dec.  24,  1916.  The  Secretary. 
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JOSEPH  ALLEN 

Richmond,  Va. 
Lawyer — Cierk  of  the  Chancery  Court  for  42  years. 


MARY  ANN  STETSON  ALLEN 

Wife  of  Joseph  Allen. 
Daughter  of  Benjamin  Stetson  and  seventh  generation  from  the  Cornet. 


Gray;  Virginia,  unmarried;  William  Samuel,  who  married  Evelyn 
Dietrick;  Hattie  Vail,  who  married  R.  G.  Blanton;  Ann  Lyle,  who 
married  B.  M.  Anderson  of  South  Carolina;  Josephine  Leslie,  who 
married  H.  P.  Gresham. 

5 Rose  Leslie,  who  married  Charles  R.  Skinker  of  Richmond,  Va. 
Their  children  were:  Mary  Lyle,  who  married  Frederick  S.  Valen- 
tine; Charles  R.,  Jr.,  who  married  Nell  Shortell  of  California. 

G  Florence  Lyle,  who  married  Leo  P.  Wheat  of  Richmond,  Va. 
Their  children  were:  Joseph  Allen,  who  married  Bettie  Miller; 
Mary,  who  married  D'Orsay  Potter  of  Maryland;  Leo  P.,  Jr., 
Roberdean,  who  married  Miss  Turpin;  Florence,  unmarried;  and 
Rosalie,  who  married  J.  Townsend  Burwell. 

These  statistics  clearly  indicate  that  the  descendants  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Stetson)  Allen  were  people  after  ' 'Teddy  Roosevelt's'' 
own  heart  and  were  no  disciples  of  "race  suicide." 

They  are  filling  with  honor  positions  of  trust  and  usefulness  in 
communities  scattered  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  coast; 
lawyers,  doctors,  merchants,  planters,  architects,  mining  and  civil 
engineers;  and  some  have  rendered  valiant  service  to  their  country 
in  the  army  on  the  Mexican  border,  and  are  still  in  the  service 
ready  to  do  their  bit  wherever  they  may  be  called  to  go  in  defence 
of  "Old  Glory,"  thus  demonstrating  the  old  adage  that  "blood  will 
tell,"  not  necessaril}*  Stetson  blood,  but  a  happy  comingling  of  the 
Allen  and  Stetson  strains  which  has  produced  men  and  women  who 
are  helping  to  make  the  history  of  our  country,  with  able  hands  and 
brains. 

Mrs.  Tyler  (nee  Virginia  Allen)  writes: 

"Having  been  born  many  years  after  the  death  of  my 
grandfather,  Benjamin  Stetson,  I  cannot  supply  the  informa- 
tion you  desire,  nor  can  I  furnish  his  picture  for  your  forth- 
coming book,  as  we  have  none  in  our  possession.  His  death 
took  place  at  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  and  as  it  occurred  in  extremely 
warm  weather  and  there  being  no  other  conveyance  than  by 
stage,  he  was  buried  there;  he  having  expressed  such  a  wish 
before  his  death." 
She  recalls  a  very  interesting  incident  of  the  Civil  War: 

"During  the  evacuation  of  Richmond,   General  Ripley  of 
the  United  States  Army  occupied  my  mother's  house  as  his 
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headquarters.     My  brother  was  a  farmer,  living  outside  the 
city  limits,  and  a  pass  was  necessary  for  his  admission. 

"Mother  made  application  to  the  General  for  such  permit, 
and  when  she  gave  her  brother's  name  as  Richard  Stetson 
Allen,  the  General,  with  a  start  of  surprise,  said  "why!  my 
mother  was  a  Stetson."  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  pass 
was  issued  at  once."  (It  was  afterward  proved  that  they 
were  cousins.) 
Mrs.   Tyler's  letter  closes  with  a  cordial  invitation  to  any  of 

the  Stetson  Kindred  who  may  visit  Richmond  to  call  upon  her  at 

her  residence.  516  W.  Franklin  Street. 

It  is  a  matter  of  tradition  that  southern  hospitality  is  boundless, 
but  should  all  the  tribe  appear  at  one  time  and  one  place,  namely, 
her  front  door,  it  would  certainly  reach  its  limit. 

The  only  regret  connected  with  my  visit  to  Richmond  is  that  I 
had  not  then  made  her  acquaintance,  so  that  I  might  have  met  her 
personally. 

Among  the  most  pleasing  recollections  of  my  vacation  trip  to 
Virginia,  is  the  fortunate  meeting  with  Mr.  Hewett  and  the  sub- 
sequent correspondence  we  have  enjoyed. 

He  writes  that  he  has  sold  his  large  plantation  at  Wyanoke  where 
for  many  years  he  was  a  breeder  and  racer  of  harness  horses;  the 
"North  Bend  Stables'  racers"  being  favorably  known  from  Ken- 
tucky to  New  York,  and  has  purchased  352  acres  (100  in  the  open) 
in  "The  Glebe,"  an  old  colonial  Episcopal  church  property. 

A  short  time  since  I  received  a  postal  card  from  Mr.  Hewett  on 
which  was  pictured  either  the  winding  Potomac  or  the  James 
River,  with  the  beautiful  surrounding  scenery  of  mountain  and 
meadow;  under  the  picture  were  these  lines: 

"VIRGINIA." 

"The  roses  nowhere  bloom  so  white 
As  in  Virginia; 
The  sunshine  nowhere  shines  so  bright 

As  in  Virginia; 
The  birds  sing  nowhere  quite  so  sweet 
And  nowhere  hearts  so  lightly  beat, 
For  heaven  and  earth  both  seem  to  meet 
Down  in  Virginia. 
Ill 


RICHARD  STETSON  ALLEN,  Jr. 

Richmond,  Va. 
Ninth  generation  from  the  Cornet. 


There  is  nowhere  a  land  so  fair 

As  in  Virginia; 
So  full  of  song,  so  free  from  care 

As  in  Virginia; 
And  I  believe  that  happy  land 
The  Lord  prepared  for  mortal  man 
Is  built  exactly  on  the  plan 

Of  old  Virginia." 

I  heartily  concur  with  the  sentiment  expressed  in  these  lines 
relating  to  its  climate  and  natural  beauty  of  scenery,  but  I  am  still 
loyal  to  good  old  Massachusetts  and  even  to  the  lightning  changes 
of  the  New  England  climate,  so  I  will  cap  his  verse  with  the  words 
of  an  old  song  the  Hutchinson  Family,  those  old  war-time  singers 
used  to  sing  so  lustily  — 

"HURRAH  FOR  OLD  NEW  ENGLAND" 

"This  is  our  own,  our  native  home 

Though  poor  and  rough  she  be, 
The  home  of  many  a  noble  soul, 

The  birth-place  of  the  free. 
We'll  love  her  rocks  and  rivers 

Till  death  our  quick  blood  stills 
Hurrah  for  old  New  England! 

And  her  cloud-capped  granite  hills. 

Others  may  seek  a  southern  clime, 

They  say  'tis  passing  fair; 
That  sunny  are  its  laughing  skies 

And  soft  its  balmy  air; 
We'll  linger  round  our  childhood's  home 

Till  age  our  warm  blood  chills, 
Till  we  die  in  old  New  England 

And  sleep  beneath  her  hills." 
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STEPHEN  STETSON  3d 

Orange,  N.  J. 
Grandfather  of  John  B.  Stetson,  Jr. 


THE  STETSONS  OF  WESTERLY,  R.  I.,  AND  ORANGE,  N.  J. 

From  Cornet  Robert  Stetson  of  Scituate,  163 '£, 

to  John  B.  Stetson,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  1917. 

(By  Nelson  M.  Stetson) 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  story  of  Cornet  Stetson,  his  early 
settlement  in  Scituate,  and  his  long  and  useful  life.  We  have  heard 
of  his  mills  that  were  burned  by  the  Indians;  of  his  visit  to  King 
Philip,  and  his  dealings  with  Chicataubutt;  of  his  service  as 
deputy  to  the  Colony  Court  for  seventeen  years;  of  his  association 
with  Gen.  Cudworth,  Major  Josiah  Winslow,  and  Captain  Con- 
stant South  worth  as  Colony  Commissioner;  and  above  all,  of  his 
long  service  as  member  of  the  Council  of  War,  and  "Cornet  of  the 
Troopers";  —  so  we  will  begin  our  story  with  Robert,  his  youngest 
son. 

Robert,  being  the  Cornet's  namesake,  and  the  child  of  his  old 
age,  would  naturally  be  the  favored  son;  but  there  is  abundant 
proof  that  Robert  in  his  youth  "sowed"  many  "wild  oats"  and 
was  a  source  of  mortification  and  expense  to  his  indulgent  father. 
The  following  is  the  clause  in  the  Cornet's  will  relating  to  Robert. 

"I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Robert  my  Wearing  Cloaths 
which  with  what  I  have  formerly  given  him  I  judge  convenient 
for  him." 

Some  have  understood  from  this,  that  the  Cornet  in  a  way  dis- 
inherited Robert;  and  have  imagined  that  he  was  destitute,  and 
without  doubt  did  find  his  father's  old.  clothes  "convenient,"  but 
these  overlook  the  fact  shown  on  the  land  records  at  Plymouth  that 
the  Cornet  when  in  his  eighty-eighth  year,  before  making  his  will, 
and  only  a  short  time  before  his  death,  was  "moved  by  love  and 
fatherly  affection"  to  give  Robert  a  valuable  "River  farm"  as 
follows: 

"July  ye  19 — 1700"  "To  all  Christian  people  to  whom 
these  presents  shall  come"  "I,  Robert  Stetson  of  Scituate" 
"In  consideration  of  the  fondest  love  and  fatherly  affection 
that  I  have  and  bear  to  my  well  beloved  son  Robert  Stetson  of 
Duxborough  and  also  for  other  good  causes  and  considerations 
at  this  time  especially  hereunto  moveing  ....  have  given, 
granted,  aliened,  enfoffed,  made  over,  and  confirmed  unto  said 
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SUSAN  BATTERSON  STETSON 

Wife  of  Stephen  Stetson  3d 


son  Robert  Stetson,  all  that  my  forty  acres  more  or  less  of 
upland  and  meadow,  lying  and  being  within  the  township  of 
Scituate  on  the  Easterly  side  of  North  River  ....  being  a 
part  of  that  tract  called  the  'two  mile'."  (Plym.  Rec.  B.  3, 
P.  215) 

This  tract  which  he  further  describes  as  extending  from  the  river 
back  to  the  common  lands  of  Marshfield,  although  containing 
only  forty  acres  must  from  its  situation  have  been  very  desirable; 
and  although  certain  that  Robert's  strenuous  behaviour  during 
his  "teens"  had  been  anything  but  pleasing  to  his  parents,  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  had  been  long  since  over- 
looked by  the  Cornet. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  every  one  of  the  Cornet's  children,  ex- 
cepting Robert,  was  given  a  "Bible  name,"  chosen  evidently  from 
the  most  circumspect  characters  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  — 
Joseph,  Benjamin,  Thomas,  Samuel,  John,  Timothy,  Lois  and 
Eunice.  Not  until  the  arrival  of  the  eighth  child  did  the  Cornet 
and  Honor  depart  from  this  rule.  Strangely  enough,  Robert  seems 
to  have  been  the  only  one  to  cause  his  parents  any  anxiety. 

The  year  1676  was  a  very  eventful  one  in  the  life  of  Robert. 
In  this  year  his  suit  for  the  hand  of  Johanna  Brooks*  culminated 
successfully  and  he  began  housekeeping  in  Scituate;  but  alas,  this 
same  year  a  band  of  Narragansett  Indians  descended  upon  Scituate 
and  burned  with  many  others  the  home  of  Robert  Stetson,  Jr. 
(Deane).     How  long  Robert  remained  in  Scituate  we  do  not  know. 

*  Deane  says  Robert  married  Deborah  Brooks,  born  1654,  daughter  of  Wm. 
and  Susanna  Brooks;  but  later  Mr.  Barry,  who  was  familiar  with  Deane 's  records, 
says  Robert  married  the  younger  daughter  Johanna,  born  1659.  The  Pembroke 
records  record  the  death  June  9,  1713,  of  Peleg  Stetson,  son  of  Robert  and  Deborah 
Stetson.     Did  Robert  marry  first  Johanna  and  second  her  sister  Deborah? 

"Wm.  Brooks,  aged  20,  and  his  brother  Gilbert,  aged  14,  came  to  New  Eng- 
land in  the  ship  Blessing  in  1635."  Wm.  was  an  householder  in  Scituate  in  1644. 
He  had  married  a  young  widow,  Susanna  Dunham,  a  niece  of  Mr.  Timothy  Hather- 
ly. His  brother  Gilbert  married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Governor  Edward 
Winslow. 

Mr.  Timothy  Hatherly  was  the  "foremost  man  in  Scituate"  and  prominent 
in  the  Colony  government,  having  been  Colony  Treasurer,  also  Assistant  Gover- 
nor for  twenty-two  years  under  Governors  Bradford,  Prince,  and  Winslow.  Mr. 
Hatherly  in  his  will  gave  to  "Suzanna  Brooks,  wife  of  Wm.  Brooks  of  Scituate 
and  to  her  children  twelve  pounds  and  a  heffer"  and  added  "I  acquitt  her  of  her 
first  husband's  debt  to  mee."  In  her  "acquittal"  (Col.  Rec.  Vol.  3,  P.  94)  Susanna, 
wife  of  Wm.  Brooks,  in  acknowledging  receipt  of  the  legacy,  twice  refers  to  Mr. 
Timothy  Hatherly  as  "My  Unkell."  This  was  Mr.  Hatherly's  largest  bequest 
excepting  the  legacy  to  his  wife. 
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The  above  deed  would  indicate  that  he  was  certainly  in  Duxbury 
before  1700.  Later  in  1709-10  in  the  "division  of  the  common 
lands  of  Duxborough"  Robert  Stetson's  grant  of  one  hundred  acres 
served  as  one  of  the  boundaries  in  laying  out  the  new  lots,  and  in 
1711-12  when  Pembroke  was  incorporated,  Robert  Stetson,  his 
son  Isaac,  and  their  families  were  here,  and  with  the  one  hundred 
acres  (then  in  Duxbury?)  were  included  in  the  new  township  of 
Pembroke. 


The  old  house  now  standing-  on  the  easterly  end  of  the  "Robert  Stetson  100  acre  lot"  in 

Pembroke.     From  its  situation  relative  to  the  meadow  and  ancient  roadway  we 

caa  be  reasonably  certain  that  it  occupies  the  site  of  the  original 

homestead  of  Robert  Stetson.  Jr.,  in  1700. 


From  an  act  of  the  Massachusetts  legislature  passed  March  21, 
1712,  establishing  the  boundaries  of  the  new  town  of  Pembroke, 
we  copy  the  following: 

"from  a  stake  set  by  the  committee  aforesaid  in  the  line  between 
the  town  of  Duxbore  and  the  lands  belonging  to  Marshfield 
or  commonly  called  the  Marshfield  Upper  Lands,  about  one 
hundred  and  four  rods  southeasterly  from  the  most  easterly  corner 
of  Robert  Stetson  s  land  whereon  he  now  dwelleth."     (See  Cut.) 
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One  hundred  and  four  rods  northwest  by  west  from  this  stake 
(now  replaced  by  a  stone  post  marked  P.  D.)  brings  us  almost  exactly 
to  "the  most  easterly  corner"  of  the  one  hundred  acre  grant  of 
Robert  Stetson  as  surveyed  and  accurately  defined  by  the  late 
Mercer  Tilson  (see  Tilson  Mms.  deposited  in  the  Cobb  Library  at 
Bryantville) .  Thus  we  may  be  certain  that  Robert  Stetson  still 
lived  on  his  original  grant  when  Pembroke  was  incorporated  in 
1712. 

It  is  certain  that  Robert  had  a  large  family,  but  Mr.  Barry  ex- 
perienced much  difficulty  in  locating  them.  We  have,  however, 
a  fairly  good  record  of  Isaac  whom  we  suppose  to  have  been  the 
oldest  son  although  we  have  not  found  the  date  of  his  birth.  Isaac 
married  Elizabeth  Pray  and  lived  in  Pembroke.  His  family  consisted 
of  eight  children  and  his  descendants  were  prominent  among  the 
early  pioneers,  in  the  establishment  of  mills,  foundries,  and  fac- 
tories in  eastern  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  They  were 
especially  prominent  in  the  iron  industry. 

Only  those  who  have  had  personal  experience  in  genealogical 
work  can  appreciate  the  difficulties  under  which  our  family  his- 
torian, Rev.  John  Stetson  Barry,  labored  seventy  years  ago  in 
the  preparation  of  our  family  history  and  genealogy.  We  are  not 
surprised  that  he  failed  to  locate  several  of  the  Cornet's  grand- 
children and  great-grand-children.  "Cornelius  Studson"  born  in 
Pembroke,  November,  1708,  (Pembroke  Vit.  Rec.)  son  of  Isaac  and 
Elizabeth  (Pray)  Stetson,  was  one  of  those  who  escaped  Mr.  Barry's 
notice  altogether.     What  became  of  Cornelius? 

Fortunately  for  us  the  U.  S.  Census  1790  mentions  Cornelius 
Stetson  (2nd)  of  Westerly,  R.  I.  Referring  to  the  published  vital 
records  of  Westerly  we  find  the  marriage  of  Cornelius  Stetson 
(senior)  to  Thankful  Saunders*  and  upon  diligently  searching  the 
ancient  records  of  Westerly,  we  gather  the  following  story  of 
Cornelius: 

*  Tobias  Saunders,  Thankful 's  grandfather  and  father  of  Stephen,  came 
from  Scotland — was  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  in  1643  — was  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  in 
1655  and  on  September  9,  1661,  was  granted  a  share  in  a  division  of  Misquamacut 
(Westerly)  lands.  In  1666  he  was  living  in  Pawcatucke  (a  portion  of  Westerly). 
He  was  deputy  to  Genl.  Court  in  1669-71-72-80-81-83  and  90. 

(N.  E.  Genealogy  Vol.  III.) 

Tobias  Saunders,  one  of  the  King's  lifeguards,  and  brother  of  Christopher, 
came  to  Boston  in  1638,  and  afterwards  settled  in  Newport,  R.  I. 

(Founders  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  by  Sarah  Saunders  Smith.) 
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' 'Cornelius  Studson  of  Scituate  and  Thankful  Saunders  of 
Westerly  were  joined  in  marriage  in  Westerly  October  25th,  1733, 
before  me." 

"John  Richmond,  Justice"  (West.  Rec.) 

Stephen  Saunders  of  Westerly  in  his  will  makes  bequests  to 
"his  wife  Rachael"  (his  2nd  wife),  "son  Stephen"  and  "daughter 
Thankful  Stetson"  (Westerly  Records).  Thus  we  learn  that 
Thankful  Stetson  was  the  daughter  of  Stephen  Saunders  by  his 
first  wife  Thankful  Crandall. 

The  births  and  marriages  of  the  children  of  Cornelius  and  Thank- 
ful Stetson  (Westerly  Records)  were  as  follows: 

I.  Elizabeth,    born    ?     Married    Gideon    Saunders    of 

Westerly,  September  30,  1753. 

II.  Freegift,  b.  June  26,  1738.  Married  Wm.  Coon  of  Hopkinton, 
January  6,  1763.     Married  by  Stephen  Saunders,  J.  P.* 

III.  Sarah,  b.  October  ye  2nd,  1740.  Married  James  Bliven, 
December  16,  1756.  Their  children  were  James,  Thankful,  Luke, 
Freeman  and  Sarah. 

IV.  Hannah,  b.  November,  1742.  Married  Rowland  Cham- 
plain,  December  21,  1783. 

V.  Ruth,  b.  March  27,  1745.  Married  Wm.  Thurston  of  Hop- 
kinton, January  7,  1763.     Married  by  Stephen  Saunders,  J.  P.* 

VI.  Stephen  (5),  born  May  17,  1747. 

VII.  Cornelius  Jr.,    b.  August  7,  1749. 

From  the  Westerly  land  records,  1734,  we  copy: 

"I,  Stephen  Saunders,  in  consideration  of  the  affection  and 
love  which  I  bear  my  beloved  son-in-law  Cornelius  Studson  do 
give  grant,  &c.  .  4  acres  more  or  less  beginning  at  Attiquampo 
brook  where  ye  road  or  highway  leads  from  James  Leweses  to 
the  highway  that  goes  from  Shattucks  ware  bridge  to  the 
Country  road."  ..... 

Here  near  the  crotch  of  the  road  Cornelius  built  his  house  that 
afterwards  became  the  Village  Tavern.  In  1737  Cornelius  enlarged 
his  plot  to  14  acres  by  purchasing  10  acres  of  George  Lewis. 

In  1745  and  successively  for  many  years  it  was  "voted  that 
Cornelius  Studson  have  a  license  to  keep  a  tavern  or  house  of  publick 
entertainment."  For  this  privilege  he  at  first  paid  3£  annually 
and  later  as  high  as  8£.     Cornelius  kept  the  "Tavern"  as  long  as 


*  Stephen  Saunders,  Esq.,  was  Thankful' s  brother. 
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he  lived,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Stephen  and  later  by  Cor- 
nelius Jr.,  and  still  later  by  his  son  James. 

In  the  year  1772  Thankful  Stetson  was  appointed  administratrix 
to  the  estate  of  her  late  husband  Cornelius  (Westerly  Prob.  Rec- 
ords) and  so  we  presume  Cornelius  died  and  they  laid  him  away 
in  a  corner  of  the  orchard  down  near  the  alders  by  the  Attaquampo 
brook. 

Among  the  many  but  unimportant  items  in  the  inventory  of 
Cornelius'  movable  estate  we  note  the  following  which  is  perhaps 
the  most  striking. 

''Item      "One  old  negro  woman  worse  than  nothing"  0£  Os.  Od." 

Just  ten  years  later  in  1782  it  was  "Voted  that  Cornelius  Stetson 
(2nd)  have  administration  on  the  personal  estate  of  his  mother, 
Thankful  Stetson  widow"  and  Thankful  was  also  laid  away  in  the 
orchard. 

Returning  to  the  old  records:  "Cornelius  Stetson  2nd  and  Susan- 
na West,  both  of  Westerly,  were  lawfully  joined  together  in  mar- 
riage on  the  10th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1777  by  the  subscriber." 

"Daniel  Saunders  (Elder)." 

Their  children  were  (in  the  published  records  they  are  erroneously 
ascribed  to  Stephen  and  Dorcas) : 

I.  Cornelius  (3d),  b.  June  27,  1779  (admitted  freeman  1800. 
Married  Sally  Clark  December  13,  1807.) 

II.  James,  b.  in  Westerly,  March  1,  1781.  (Capt.  James  in 
1803.     Married  Hannah  Sisson,  December  2,  1804.) 

III.  Isaac,  b.  in  Westerly,  Jan.  26,  1785. 

(In  the. settlement  of  his  father's  estate  in  1820  he  is  referred  to 
as  "Isaac  now  of  N.  Y.  State.") 

(There  was  in  1849  an  Isaac  Stetson  Supt.  of  a  factory  living  in 
Central  Falls,  R.  I.  having  2  sons,  David  and  James  and  a  daughter 
Susan.  (Barry's  private  notes)  Was  this  Isaac  son  of  Cornelius 
2nd  and  Susanna?). 

IV.  Thankful,  b.  in  Westerly  June  19,  1787.     (Never  married). 

In  1792  Cornelius  Stetson  2nd  of  Westerly  was  commissioned 
Captain  of  the  4th  Company  R.  I.  Melitia  (R.  I.  Civil  and  Mili- 
tary List).  After  the  death  of  his  father  and  brother  Stephen, 
Capt.  Cornelius  kept  the  tavern,  and  in  1783  paid  for  the  privilege 
10  £.  in  1791  12  £.  and  in  1797  15  £.    Later  his  son  Capt.  James  also 
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occupied  the  old  tavern  and  seemingly  inherited  his  father's  martial 
spirit  for  he  was  ' 'Lieut.  James"  in  1800  and  1801  and  "  Captain 
James"  of  the  4th  R.  I.  (Westerly  Co.)  in  1802  and  1803. 

We  will  not  follow  the  descendants  of  Capt.  Cornelius  further 
as  they  are  easily  traced,  but  return  to  his  brother  Stephen. 

It  was  the  custom  in  the  old  days  for  the  oldest  son  to  succeed 
to  the  homestead  of  his  father,  and  on  our  second  visit  to  the 
Westerly  records  we  discovered  that  Cornelius  in  1770  a  short 
time  before  he  died,  deeded  to  Stephen  the  home  place,  as  follows: 

"I  Cornelius  Stetson  in  consideration  of  the  love  goodwill  and 
natural  affection  which  I  bear  my  son  Stephen  Stetson  Blacksmith 
have  given".  .  .  .  He  then  describes  two  pieces  of  land,  one  of 
these  as  containing  four  and  one  half  acres  "on  which  stands  my 
house  and  Blacksmith  shop"  (Westerly  Records  B.  10.  P.  266). 
From  the  boundaries  given  we  know  this  to  have  been  the  same 
that  his  father-in-law  Stephen  Saunders  had  given  him  in  1734. 

The  following  is  from  the  Westerly  Records. 

"Stephen  Stetson,  son  of  Cornelius  1st  and  Thankful  his  wife, 
and  Dorcas  Hall  (Dau.  of  Wm.)  of  Charlestown  were  married 
January  9,  1768"  (The  Hopkinton  Records  say  January  9,  1767 
by  Stephen  Burdick  —  this  is  probably  correct.)  Their  children 
were 

I.  Brenton,  b.  in  Westerly  April  14,  1768  (of  Brenton  we  find  no 
further  mention). 

II.  Elizabeth,  b.  November  10,  1769  (see  below). 

III.  Sarah,  b.  October  5,  1771  (m.  Joshua  Peckham,  had  a 
large  family  and  died  in  Grafton,  N.  Y.  April  29,  1808).* 

IV.  Stephen,  b.  July  23,  1773. 

Concerning  Elizabeth  we  find  the  following  on  the  Westerly 
Record.  "I  hereby  certify  that  Peleg  Peckham  and  Betsey  (Eliza- 
beth) Stetson  daughter  of  Stephen  Stetson  late  deceased  (these 
significant  words  were  omitted  in  the  published  records)  both  of 
Westerly  were  married  in  Westerly  the  25th  day  of  October  1787." 

"Joseph  Crandall,  Town  Clerk." 

*  We  are  informed  by  Mrs.  Arminda  Peckham  Martin  of  Petersburg,  N.  Y., 
that  she  is  the  ninth  child  of  Stephen  Stetson  Peckham  who  was  the  seventh 
child  of  Joshua  and  Sarah  Stetson  Peckham.  She  also  had  a  brother  Stephen 
Stetson  Peckham,  Jr.  Her  memories  and  traditions  of  her  Stetson  ancestors 
were  very  pleasant  and  satisfactory. 
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ADAH  MARIA  (STETSON)  ADAMS 

Daughter  of  Stephen  Stetson  2d. 


From  this  we  know  that  Stephen  died  before  1787  and  from  the 
Civil  and  Military  Records  of  R.  I.  we  learn  that  "Stephen  Stetson 
private  in  Col.  Angell's  regiment  died  or  was  honorably  discharged 
in  1779."  So  it  appears  that  Stephen  died  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  at  the  age  of  32  years  leading  a  family  of  four  small  children, 
the  youngest  Stephen  2nd  being  only  about  six  years  of  age.* 

What  became  of  little  Stephen,  2nd?  After  diligently  searching 
for  a  long  time  for  Stephen  2nd,  his  family  bible  was  at  last  dis- 
covered in  the  possession  of  his  great-granddaughter,  Miss  Anna 
Celeste  Lockwood  of  Westport,  Conn.  This  bible  contained  the 
following  interesting  record. 

"Mary  Stetson  —  her  book 
God  gave  her  grace  in  it  to  look 
And  when  bell  for  her  doth  toll 
The  Lord  have  mercy  on  her  soul" 

" Stephen  Stetson  born  in  rodiland  in  the  year  1773. 

Mary  Stetson  his  wife  born  in  Preston  Conneatticut  in  the  year 
1774  and  from  those  too  came  these  sons  and  daughters.  Norwich 
in  Conneatticut  Born. 

Stephen  Stetsonbom  March  the  8,  1796. 

Mary  Stetson  born  Oct.  the  10,  1797. 

Martha  Stetson  born  Dec.  the  2,  1799. 

Levi  Stetson  born  June  27,  1802. 

William  Stetson  born  Sept.  11,  1804. 

Adah  Maria  Stetson  born  Oct.  3,  1807. 

George  Washington  Stetson  born  Oct.  7,  1810. 

Calvin  Rawson  Stetson  born  Dec.  25,  1812. 

Harriet  Stetson  born  Dec.  3,  1816." 

"William  Stetson.  Deceased  this  life  July  13th  1821  being  in  the 
17  year  of  his  age." 

"Geo.  Washington  Stetson  being  in  the  forth  year  of  his  age 
he  died  April  the  22nd  in  1814." 

*  We  learn  from  Stephen's  great-grandson,  Mr.  Elisha  Peckham  of  Westerly, 
of  the  tradition  that  Stephen  returned  from  the  war  to  die  in  the  old  tavern, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Stetson  lot;  also  that  Dorcas  survived  him  only  a  short 
time  and  was  also  buried  in  the  orchard.  The  fact  that  Capt.  Cornelius  admin- 
istered to  his  mother's  estate,  would  also  indicate  that  Stephen,  the  oldest  son, 
had  died  previous  to  1782. 
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In  the  history  of  Westerly  R.  I.  "Westerly  and  its  Witnesses" 
by  Rev.  Frederic  Denison  A.  M.  a  highly  valued  book  of  over 
300  pages,  the  only  mention  of  the  name  Stetson  is  contained  in 
the  following  note. 

"In  the  northeastern  section  of  Westerly  on  lands  of  Samuel 
Peckham  Esq.  east  of  the  road  leading  into  Charlestown,  in 
the  Northeastern  corner  of  an  old  orchard  lot  —  North  of 
the   sawmill  —  without   enclosure   and   densely   covered  with 


Attiquampo  Brook,  below  the  mill, 


vines  and  bushes  —  are  a  few  graves,   some  having  broken 
headstones,  we  can  only  read  from  two."     i.  e. 

"Capt.  Cornelius  Stetson  died  April  12th  1819  in  his  69th 
year. 

"Mrs.  Susan —  Stetson  (This  stone  is  sadly  broken)." 
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After  concluding  our  search  of  the  Westerly  records,  taking  for 
our  guide  the  old  deed  and  this  sketch  of  the  burying  ground,  we 
set  about  locating  the  old  Stetson  homestead.  Several  of  the 
oldest  residents  were  interviewed,  but  none  had  ever  heard  of 
Cornelius,  the  old  Tavern,  or  Attiquampo  brook.  At  last  how- 
ever one  aged  lady  who  had  been  born  in  Niantic,  near  "Shattuck's 
Weir  Bridge"  six  miles  from  Westerly  village,  related  that  she 
had  often  heard  her  mother  tell  of  "Thankful  Stutson"  a  good 
old  soul  with  a  "lisp"  and  firm  in  the  faith  of  the  Seventh  Day 
Baptists.  One  incident  had  made  a  lasting  impression  on  her. 
When  aged  and  in  her  last  sickness  Thankful  had  said  "I  hear  a 
voice  calling  Thankful?  Thankful?  and  I  know  now  that  the 
Comforter  has  come."  Thus  passed  Thankful,  granddaughter  of 
Cornelius  and  Thankful,  and  the  last  of  the  Stetsons  in  Westerly.* 
Her  brothers  Capt.  James,  Cornelius  3d  and  Isaac  had  all  married 
and  removed  from  the  state  previous  to  1822. 

Of  course  we  eventually  found  the  old  place,  but  our  mind's 
picture  formed  from  the  records  of  a  century  and  a  half  ago  was 
sadly  shattered.  Unquestionably  this  was  the  very  spot  where 
the  tavern  and  blacksmith's  shop  had  stood.  Across  the  way 
was  the  mill  dam  and  yonder  the  ragged  thicket  that  hid  the  rude 
headstones  of  Cornelius  and  Susanna;  here  also  the  Attiquampo 
brook  "going  on  forever"  to  the  Paucatuck.  The  house  and  shop 
had  long  since  decayed  and  been  removed.** 

Could  it  have  been  here  that  Cornelius  had  brought  his  young- 
wife  more  than  one  hundred  and  eighty  years  ago?  here  that  Stephen 
had  bid  his  little  family  good  bye  and  joined  the  continental  army 

*  Mr.  Pardon  C.  Peckham  of  Coventry,  R.  I.,  aged  96,  the  best  preserved 
man  we  have  ever  met,  states  that  he  was  born  in  Niantic,  and  as  a  boy  remem- 
bers "Thankful  Stutson,"  a  woman  with  an  impediment  in  her  speech,  and  a 
happy  disposition,  who  made  lots  of  fun  at  the  "huskings."  Of  all  the  Westerly 
Stetsons,  Thankful  was  the  only  one  to  remain  single.  Can  it  be  possible  that 
in  those  old  days,  difficulty  of  articulation — inability  to  discourse  rapidly — was 
considered  an  obstacle  to  matrimonial  success? 

**  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Peckham,  aged  84  years  of  Providence,  writes  that  she 
began  housekeeping  in  the  old  Stetson  house  in  1851  and  that  three  of  her  chil- 
dren were  born  there.  Later  her  husband's  father  had  bought  it  and  used  the 
huge  timbers  in  building  a  mill.  She  had  been  told  that  the  "long-closet"  was 
where  the  bar  had  been.  The  only  Westerly  Stetson  of  whom  she  had  ever 
heard  was  one  Thankful,  who  came  to  the  old  home  and  wept  because  there 
was  no  fence  around  the  graves  in  the  orchard.  She  had  heard  that  the  old 
house  was  occupied  for  a  time  after  the  Stetsons  left  it  by  a  physician.  With 
the  death  of  these  old  people  even  this  little  knowledge  of  the  old  tavern  would 
have  been  lost  forever.     Poor  Thankful  herself  now  sleeps  in  the  orchard. 
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Norwich,  Ct.        1812—1874 
From  a  painting  made  in  1840  when  about  28  years  of  age. 


never  to  return?  here  that  Cornelius  2nd  and  later  his  son  James 
had  proudly  received  their  commissions  as  Captain  of  the  4th 
R.  I.?  (Westerly  Co.)  Was  it  here  that  the  "Old  colored  woman 
worse  than  nothing"  had  in  her  better  days,  scrubbed  the  floors  and 
mixed  the  grog  for  the  thirsty  swains  of  "Nyantic"? 

We  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  posterity  of  Cornelius  and  Thank- 
ful in  the  vicinity  of  Westerly  was  not  confined  to  those  bearing  the 
name  Stetson.  Their  first  five  children  were  girls,  all  of  whom 
married  in  and  around  Westerly.  Doubtless  there  were  many  little 
Saunders,  Blivens,  Chaplains,  Thurstons,  and  "Coons"  (the  chil- 
dren of  Freegift  Coon)  whose  descendants  trace  their  line  back  to 
the  Old  Tavern  by  Attiquampo  Brook. 

The  old  family  bible  contains  all  the  information  we  have  of 
Stephen  Stetson,  2nd.  Who  brought  him  up  or  how  he  found  his 
way  to  Norwich  we  know  not.  The  Norwich  records  mention 
only  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  "Maria  A.  Stetson  to  Mr.  Joseph 
Adams,  Jr.,  at  Mr.  Stetson's  residence  November  30,  1829."  Evi- 
dently at  that  date  he  was  still  living  at  Norwich  and  at  that  time 
very  many  of  the  Norwich  births,  marriages  and  deaths  were  not 
recorded. 

We  have  gathered  the  following  information  concerning  the 
descendants  of  Stephen  Stetson  2nd  of  Norwich.    His  children  were: 

I.  Stephen  Stetson,  3rd,  b.  May  8th,  1796.     (See  below) 

II.  Mary  Stetson,  b.  Oct.  10th,  1797,  died  in  Philadelphia.  Mar- 
ried    Bradbury  and  had  three  daughters: 

1.  Mary,  married Mellen. 

2.  Lorraine,  married —  Benner. 

3.  Emma,  married Benner,  bro.  of  above. 

III.  Martha  Stetson,  b.  Dec.  2,  1799,  married  Stephen  Nash  and 
died  at  Westport,  Ct. 

TV.  Levi  Stetson,  b.  June  27,  1802,  died  in  Westport,  Ct.,  1860. 
Was  a  ship  carpenter.     Married  Elizabeth  Nash. 

Children  (1)  Edward  Stetson,  who  married  Emily  ,  no 

children;  died  1872.     (2)  Ann  Elizabeth  Stetson,  who  married 
Amasa   Lockwood  ■ —  one   daughter   living,    i.    e.    Ann    Celest 
Lockwood. 
V.    Adah  Maria  Stetson,  b.  Oct.  3,  1807;  died  May  9,  1868;  mar- 
ried Joseph  Adams  of  Norwich,  Ct. 

Children    living,    Henry,    Frank,    Josephine,    Harriet    and 
Mary  Jane.     There  are  many  grandchildren. 
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ELIZA  JANE  BEEBE  STETSON 

Aged  77  years. 
Wife  of  Calvin  Rawson  Stetson  and  mother  of  the  10  children. 


VI.  Calvin  Rawson  Stetson,  b.  Dec.  24,  1812,  died  May  26, 1874; 
married  Eliza  Jane  Beebe,  b.  Feb.  14,  1816,  died  June  16,  1896. 
They  lived  in  Norwich  and  had  ten  children  as  follows: 

Geo.  W.,  b.  Oct.  5,  1834. 

Albert,  b.  Oct.  1,  1836. 

Charles,  b.  Nov.  12,  1838. 

Alfred,  b.  Jan.  14,  1841,  died  Nov.  27,  1891. 

Jane  Elizabeth,  b.  Nov.  10,  1842. 

Calvin,  R.  Jr.,  b.  Nov.  14,  1844. 

Edwin,  b.  Sept.  18,  1847. 

William,  b.  Feb.  27,  1852. 

Frederick,  b.  Dec.  28,  1853. 

Martha  I.,  b.  Mar.  4,  1859. 
William  is  the  only  one  of  this  family  now  living.  We  have 
much  valuable  information  concerning  the  descendants  of  Calvin 
R.  which  will  appear  later  in  the  revised  edition  of  the  Stetson 
Genealogy.  We  will,  however,  mention  that  Calvin's  4th  son 
Alfred  married  Jane  Elizabeth  Chapman,  b.  Sept.  26,  1841.  and  four 
of  their  children  are  living,  i.  e.  Mortimer  Alfred,  Lillian  C,  Lucile 
S.  (all  of  whom  are  members  of  the  kindred  and  were  present  at 
the  last  meeting)  and  Bessie  Josephine. 

VII.  Harriet  Stetson,  b.  Dec.  3,  1816,  married Minard. 

Stephen  Stetson  3d,*  the  oldest  son  of  Stephen  2nd  and  Mary 
(Aderton)  Stetson  was  born  in  Norwich,  Ct.,  Mar.  8,  1796.  He 
married  Susan  Batterson  and  had  a  large  family.  One  of  his  sons 
was  John  B.  Stetson  of  Philadelphia,  whose  son,  John  B  Stetson, 
Jr.,  president^of  the  Stetson  Kindred  of  America,  has  in  prepara- 
tion the  genealogy  of  the  descendants  of  his  grandfather,  Stephen 
Stetson  3d,  which  we  had  expected  to  publish  at  this  time.  As  the 
kindred  know,  Mr.  Stetson  enlisted  in  the  war  and  just  before  our 
last  reunion  received  his  commission  as  Lieutenant  in  an  Aviation 
Corps.  He  was  first  stationed  at  Mineola,  L.  I.,  and  later  in  Ten- 
nessee as  an  instructor  in  aviation.  Recently  he  was  ordered  to 
France  and  after  spending  one  short  day  with  his  wife  and  children, 
embarked  February  5,  1918,  on  a  transport  at  Hoboken,  N.  J.  Let 
us  hope  for  his  safe  and  speedy  return.  Meanwhile  we  must  wait 
for  the  story  of  Stephen  3rd  and  his  descendants. 

*  See  photograph  at  beginning  of  this  sketch. 
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Redlands.  Cal. 
Tenth  generation  from  the  Cornet  via  both  Captain  Benjamin  and  Joseph. 


NEW  MEMBERS 

A  list  of  those  who  have  joined  the  Stetson  Kindred  organization 
since  the  last  booklet  was  published.     (To  Aug.  20,  101/.) 

Barnard,  Mrs.  Esther  F.,  (via  Joseph) Lynn,  Mass. 

Bent,  Mary  R.  Stetson  (via  Joseph) Walpole,  Mass. 

Barnes,  Mrs.  Hannah,  (via  Thomas)  wife  of  Henry  W.  Barnes,  Savings  Bank 

Treas., Plymouth,  Mass 

Barrell,  Mrs.  Hannah  Stetson  (via  Joseph)  age  82 Lawrence,  Mass. 

Brooks,  John  F.,  (via  Joseph  and  Samuel)  merchant Hanover,  Mass. 

Brooks,  Wm.  J.,  Jr.,  (via  Thomas  and  Samuel)  clerk Milton,  Mass. 

Cay,  Col.  Raymond  (via  Joseph  and  Robert)  Colonel  U.  S.  A.,  retired 

Valdosta,  Georgia 

Cay,  John  David,  (via  Joseph  and  Robert) Tallahassee,  Forida 

Churchill,  Wm.  F.,  (via  Samuel) Whitman,    Mass. 

Churchill,  Howard  L.,  (via  Samuel) Mattapan,  Mass. 

Coleman,  Mrs.  Edith  Stetson,  (via  Benjamin)  College  St.,  ...  Macon,  Georgia 

Collamore,  Mrs.  Cornelia,  (via  Samuel)  teacher Dorchester,  Mass. 

Cook,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Velma,  (via  Joseph  and  Benjamin)  housewife, 

Redlands,  Calif. 
Cortright,  Mrs.  Alice  Messenger,  (via  Joseph)  (Mr.  C.  is  a  Flour  Mfr.  and  Supt. 

City  Elec.  Light  &  Power  Plant) Homer,  Mich. 

Damon,  Walter  E.,  (via  Benjamin)  caterer Marshfield,  Mass. 

Evarts,  Margaret  A.  S.,  (via  Benjamin) Windsor,  Vt. 

*French,  Dea.  Joseph  E.,  (via  John  and  Thomas)  manufacturer,  retired, 

Rockland,  Mass. 

Fleming,  Mrs.  Eulalie  (via  Robert  and  Joseph) Tampa,  Florida 

Gardner,  Jared,    (,via  Robert),  Photographer Rockland,  Mass. 

Greene,  Albert  S.  (via  John)  Master  Shipwright,  Navy  Yard,Charlestown,  Mass 
Gregory,  Martin  Alvin,  (via  Joseph)  Mfr.  Educational  Specialties,  Valparaiso, 111. 

Haggett,  Miss  Carena  L.,  Librarian  (via  Joseph) Natick,  Mass. 

Harrison,  Mrs.  Mary  Stetson,  (via  Samuel)    of  Brandesburton  Hall,  Hull,  Eng. 

Hall,  Mrs.  Nathalie  A'  (via  Joseph  and  Robert) Chipley,  Fla. 

Haskins,  Frederic  Chandler,  (via  Joseph,  John  and  Thomas),  Stock  Broker, 

Waverly,  Mass. 
Haskins,  Grace  F.,  (via  Joseph,  John  and  Thomas),  Teacher.  .  .Waverly,  Mass. 

Hatch,  Samuel  F.,  (via  Benjamin)  Farmer Marshfield,  Mass  . 

Hewitt,  Thomas  Wm.,  (via  Joseph)  Planter  and,  Sportsman.  .Charles  City,  Va  . 

Holmes,  Miss  Priscilla  C.,  (via  Joseph)  530  Mass.  Ave Boston,  Mass. 

House,  Harrison  L.,  (via  Thomas  2  lines)  Civil  Engineer Hanover  Mass. 

Kelley,  Miss  Helen  Stetson,  (via  Robert) Raynham,  Mass. 

Kelley,  Miss  Lucy  Forrester,  (via  Robert) Raynham,  Mass. 

Kelley,  Miss  Sarah  Wilson,  (via  Robert) Raynham,   Mass. 

Kelley,  Miss  Julia  Braman,  (via  Robert) Raynham,  Mass. 

Kinkaid,  Mrs.  Philena  Stetson   (via  Joseph)    (Daughter  of  Capt.  M.  V.  B. 

Stetson,  City  Clerk,  Gloversville,  N.  Y.) Elmira,  N.  Y. 

Linscott,  Mrs.  Marie  Stetson,  (via  Joseph) Melrose,  Mass. 

Linscott,  Elizabeth  Stetson,  (via  Joseph)  age  9  months Melrose,   Mass. 

MacKaye,  James,  (via  Joseph)  Chemical  Engineer Cambridge,  Mass. 

Peckham,  Herman  K.,  (via  Robert),  Ranchman, Brady,  Neb. 

Perkins,  Mrs.  Lucy  M.,  (via  Benjamin) .  Abington,    Mass. 

Perry,  Alonzo  W.,  (via  John  and  Eunice)  Pres.  Plant  Steamship  Line, 

Rockland,  Mass. 

Reed,  Nahum  Stetson,  (via  Robert  2  lines)  Dept.  Supt Brockton,    Mass. 

Schwarz,  Mrs.  Susan  Robinson,  (via  Joseph  and  Benjamin)  Home  maker 

Lawrence,  Mass. 

*Deceased. 
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Scarlett,  Mrs.  Alexine  H.,  (via  Joseph  and  Robert) Chipley,  Florida 

Stetson,  Rebecca  Frances,  (via  Benjamin  and  Joseph) ...  Redlands,  Cal. 

Stetson,  Anna  M.,  (via  Joseph)    Daughter  of  Judge  Charles  Stetson  (M.  C. 

1849  )  of  Bangor,  Me Boston,    Mass. 

Stetson,  Arthur  H.,    (via  Benjamin)     Formerly  County  Attorney  and  City 

Solicitor,  recently  appointed  Ensign  U.  S.  N.  and  section  commander, 

Bath,  Maine 

Stetson,  Miss  Blanche,  (via  Joseph) Roxbury,  Mass. 

Stetson,  Bertram  Clark,  Stock  Broker,  Wall  St.,  (via  Joseph) .  .New  York  City 
Stetson,  Rev.  Caleb  Rochfort,  (via  Joseph)Rector  of  St.  Mark's, Washington, D.C. 

Stetson,  Charles  W.,  Shoe  Finisher, Weymouth,  Mass. 

Stetson,  Chas.  Wyllys,  (via  Thomas)  V.  Pres.  Lawyer's  Title  &  Guar.  Ins.  Co., 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Stetson  Clarence  W.,  (via  Thomas)  Corporation  Treasurer  .  .  .   Newton,   Mass. 

Stetson,  Dudley  Donnelly,  M.D.,  (via  Joseph) New  York,  N.  Y. 

Stetson,  Ellery  Justin,  (via  Joseph)  Attorney,  "Stetson  and  Eckels" 

Cambridge  Springs,  Penn. 
Stetson,  Eugene  W.,  (via  Benjamin)  Vice  President  Guaranty  Trust  Company 

of  N.  Y.  City Macon,  Georgia 

Stetson,  Francis  E.,  (via  Benjamin  and  Joseph)  Ranchman Severy,  Kan. 

Stetson,  Frederick  Gibbs,  R.  R.  Accountant  (via  Joseph) Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Stetson,  Geo.  A.,  (via  Joseph)  Merchant Sharon,  Mass. 

Stetson,  Geo.  Henry,  (via.  Thomas)  Adv.  Bookkeeper,  Boston  Globe, 

Somerville,  Mass. 
Stetson,  Geo.  Warren,  (uncertain)  Power  Plant  Equipment.  .  .  .Hingham,  Mass 
Stetson,  G.  Henry,  (via  Robert  of  Pembroke)  2nd  son  of  late  John  B.  Stetson, 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 
Stetson,  Horace  Jr.,  (via  Robert)  Pres.  "Macey,  Stetson  &  Morris  Co." 

Boston,  Mass. 

Stetson,  James  B.,  M.D.,(via  Joseph) Sheffield,  111. 

Stetson,  James  Wells,  (via  Robert)  Janitor  Hanover  School  Bldg.,  Meriden,  Ct. 

Stetson,  Miss  Lillian  C,  (via  Robert)  Teacher Norwich,  Ct. 

Stetson,  Miss  Lucile,  (via  Robert)  Teacher Norwich,  Ct. 

Stetson,  Mary,  (via  Joseph  and  Benjamin)  Student Redlands,  Cal. 

Stetson,  Mortimer  A.,  (via  Robert)  Station  Master    Central  Village,  Ct. 

Stetson,  Rev.  Reuben  K.,  (via  Joseph)  Pastor  1st  Cong.  Church,  Granville,  111. 
Stetson,  Richard  H.,  (via  Benjamin  and  Joseph)  Farmer  (Formerly  County  Tax 

Collector  of  San  Bernardino  County) .Redlands,  Cal. 

Stetson,  Richard  N.,  (via  Benjamin  and  Joseph)  Prop.  Corcoran  Drug  Store, 

Corcoran,  Cal. 

Stetson,  Rufus  E.,  M.D.,  (via  Joseph  and  Benjamin) .New  York,  N.  Y. 

Stetson,  Susie  L,  (via  Samuel)  Teacher Falmouth,  Mass. 

Stetson,  Watie  Frances,  (via  Robert) Jewett  City,  Ct. 

Stone,  Mrs.  Imogene  L.,  (via  Robert) Dorchester,  Mass. 

Sylvester,  Edmund  Q.,  (via  Thomas)  Architect Hanover,    Mass. 

Sylvester,  Joseph  T.,  (via  Thomas)  Tack  Mfr Hanover,  Mass. 

Taylor,  John,  (via  Benjamin) Weymouth,  Mass. 

Taylor,  Miss  Addie  J.,  (via  Benjamin) Weymouth,  Mass. 

Thompson,  Ebenr.,  D.D.,  (via  Samuel) Sarasota,  Florida 

Turner,  Edw.  A.,  (via  Benjamin)  Ex.  Representative Norwell,  Mass. 

Winn,  Abial,  (via  Robert  and  Joseph)  Cashier  First  Nat.  Bank,  Valdosta,  Ga. 
Yale,  Mrs.  Julia  Stetson,  (via  Thomas)  widow  of  Dr.  Yale  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Young,  Mildred  Howland,  (via  Joseph) Winthrop,  Mass. 
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